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HISTORIC OVERVIEW

The FUNDACIÓN SIRENAICA is a non-profit organization that seeks to educate children and young people with a singing talent in arts and music. It emerged at the beginning of the twenty-first century in the city of Medellin as a natural response to the historical, cultural and social conditions of the city.  Along with the Fundación Sirenaica, you will always find a group of people dedicated entirely to service, education, music and arts. 
In 2001, the singer Maria Adelaida Mejía Sanchez, had in mind her way of contributing to the transformation of the city by founding a school for teaching singing skills, which could qualify as a city program to combat the inequality since its most sensitive and delicate root: children. The idea was proposed to the Mayor and, with his acceptance, Maria Adelaida, accompanied by four more people and the support of the Secretariat of Education and Culture of the city of Medellín, traveled around different popular and fragile neighborhoods of the area.  
In only five months they succeeded in creating a prosperous social and musical program. Children from the neighborhoods were called on; 20000 auditioned and 1,850 were selected to begin their singing classes within the doors of 20 public schools.  A few months later, a giant children's chorus sang the National Anthem and the Antioquian Anthem with tuning and correct lyrics: this was the birth of the seedbed programs. 
This social project has been enriched, solidified and multiplied thanks to the knowledge and the dedication of the working team, to the economic contributions of the State, the subventions of some private enterprises, the donations of diverse individuals, the support of families and host communities and, above all, to the acceptance and the progress of the children and young people who benefit from it. We are convinced that by educating the youth and offering them opportunities we are fighting violence and contributing effectively to the eradication of poverty in Colombia.
Today the Foundation is supported by private companies and individual’s donations, who believed in the project and still believe, and thus the education we offer is free.  
Among our achievements we can mention: 1550 children linked during their whole school period, some of them completing 20 years of experience and from which nearly 30% have been more than 5 years in the Foundation; the participation of our choirs in national and international festivals; advanced students developing new seedbed corals in their own neighborhoods, we celebrated 20 years of work in the city; during the pandemic we worked from the homes accompanying our students; preparation for university entrance exams, school for parents. among others.
 BASIC INFORMATION

Willing to open a space for culture, Fundación Sirenaica for music and arts, was created. After a continuous 20 years work, Sirenaica has strengthened itself as a choir school where singing talents are discovered, trained and reinforced. Up to date, Sirenaica has 1000 linked children and young people in its choir programs which operate throughout the neighborhoods of the city.

Our 17 Seedbed programs receive two hours of class per week and follow-up workshops such as dance and theater; this program has existed for 20 years. The Children choir attends class two hours per week and in 4 of our sites. These children have been incorporated for at least two years; this program was born in 2008. Iuventus, our advanced choir rehearsing at least 7 hours a week, was born in 2007. 
Our mission is to promote the development of musical, artistic and singing skills in talented children and youth; educating and contributing to social transformation, mainly of the very vulnerable communities in the Metropolitan Area of Medellin, work that is done by teachers who are artists themselves and are also committed to the formation in values.

Our challenge is to ensure the permanence of the choral programs, to continue to provide a space where our choristers receive a comprehensive training and get to become replicators of the knowledge and method they acquired at the Foundation itself. Furthermore, we seek to be a school for singers of Medellin with a national and international recognition and projection that combines and guides diverse talents; and to expand the number of students providing continuity to their formation.
Love, strength, gratitude, joy and respect, are the basis of the training that each child receives in order to achieve social and personal transformation. The singers will have the opportunity to grow within the Foundation, since their initiation to the moment when they become monitors or professors. 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Fundación Sirenaica contributes to the enrichment of the city’s cultural heritage, through a carefully selected repertoire for their choral programs. Each child becoming a member of the Foundation, learns to correctly sing the national anthems, this being the starting point of a musical journey throughout Colombia, its traditions, rhythms, folklore, composers; thus, supporting children’s educational processes and strengthening their sense of belonging to our country and our music.  
Subsequently to the Colombian repertoire, Latin American music is taught and afterwards the universal repertoire. It is chosen taking into account: texts, degree of difficulty for each level according to the tessitura and musical elements that match each program coral.  It is important for songs to promote hope, friendship, culture and good manners, as a tool for personal and social transformation of the choristers, their families, and other public communities close to the choruses.  
To strengthen the teaching method, the Foundation has created two books with a compilation of the repertoire, sung in the different programs: Orange for the seed program; blue for advanced programs and white for the teachers. The blue one includes musical theory and concepts on vocal technique.     

The organization’s job begins inside public school’s primaries, where all children have the opportunity to be heard.  Those who are talented are chosen and invited to begin their training in musical and vocal skills in the seedbed program. Teachers travel to the place where the program will be conducted, thus facilitating the participation of children, who may receive the education that we offer closely enough to their homes. 
A chorister can belong to the Foundation for as long as she or he wants, at no cost. Currently the Foundation account with the following programs:

· Seedbeds: The beginning of vocal and musical training process of children. With this program Sirenaica was born.  

· Child Sirenaica: composed of children who have been in the Foundation for at least two years, their vocal and musical talent allowing them to make part of this program.

· Iuventus: advanced youth choir of national and international projection, 
 consisting of 35 choristers whose permanency within the foundation reaches at least 6 years. In this program, young singers receive besides the ear training and music theory, training in musical theater.

· Monitors: pedagogical program where some Iuventus members receive training in the formation of our seedbeds, thus becoming replicators of the organization’s methodology. 
Throughout the year, The Fundación Sirenaica offers several free concerts, allowing each of the chorus to sing at least once outside their headquarters. This is part of the artistic training. One of the concerts includes: scenography, script, costumes, dance and theater, this one uniting singers of every level.
The Foundation develops its own methodology permanently, taking into account the evolution and characteristics that might be present in each program.  
Objectives:

· To discover, identify and strengthen singing talents.
· To form the children and young people in our city as happy human beings through music; proud of themselves and their origins, committed to their present, their future and their environment, and with the ability to find a sense in life, hence restoring harmony within their families and communities. 

· When educating these children with talent we pursue a domino effect: the choristers sing with pace, enthusiasm and tuning our Colombian music, therefore their classmates, brothers, cousins, uncles and friends will receive the songs with the same feeling and sense of belonging; we want the whole community to benefit with the music that our children transmit, Even more, we wish for our choristers to replicate the program in their own educational institutions and communities, so that someday, in every primary of the city, children will sing the joropos, currulaos, the porros and the guabinas with as much property,  tuning, good voice, taste, pride and joy, as  today the choirs of Fundación Sirenaica do. 
· To teach since childhood, through the musical and choral training, the artistic, civic and social components required for the integral development of the person and therefore complementing the children’s basic education. 
· To ensure the programs’ continuity so that the singers who pursue professional formation in music, already have a basis that will allow them to be admitted in music colleges. 
Today the organization is profiled as a great singing school in Medellin, which is enlarging its programs within the metropolitan area. It has 8 teachers who were minotors and today replicate the dream that its founder, Maria Adelaida Mejía, once had; 10 more monitors that accompany the teachers and prepare to train their own choirs and happy singing children, contributing in a short and long run to the city’s dream of social transformation.
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