It is a nightmare that continues

to spread like an epidemic. More
than one million children are
trafficked each year and sold into
forced labor or the sex trade. In the
Mekong sub-region of Southeast
Asia, extreme poverty leads to the
high incidence of trafficking. Poor
children are particularly vulnerable
as they are often unsupervised by
adults who are either working or
abusing alcohol and drugs. They are
lured by traffickers who promise
good-paying jobs in the city and the
hope of a better life. But instead
they become modern day slaves,
exploited and abused. Parents

have even been known to sell their
children out of desperation to feed
the rest of their family.

WHERE
WE WORK

Southeast Asia is the worldwide hub of
human trafficking. World Concern has
child trafficking prevention programs in
Nepal, Thailand, Cambodia, Sri Lanka
and Myanmar. We work in cities like Poi-
pet, Cambodia, on the Thailand border.
This area has a high incidence of child
trafficking and sex tourism.

HOW
WE HELP

World Concern believes that prevention
is the key to curbing the increase in child
trafficking and exploitation. We work to
keep children safe in their community by
providing educational opportunities to the
most vulnerable, offering them real hope
for a better future. We also train older
children in job skills so they can earn an
income and avoid deceptive offers.

We train community leaders about the
rights of children and how physical abuse
violates these rights. Children are taught to
identify traffickers' lies and avoid dan-
gerous situations. They also learn about
physical and sexual abuse and what to do if
they're exposed to this. We assist parents
in improving their situation with microloans
and skills training programs so they can
earn higher incomes, thereby protecting
their children from the risk of trafficking.
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™ Witness the transformation

Learning job skills helps children find safe work.

We provide families with information
and tools for safe migration if they are
considering moving. And World Concern
offers safe haven—a home away from
home—for children whose safety is at
risk if they continue to live in their homes
or communities. Children thrive in a
healthy place where they can continue
their education.

World Concern founded a network for
Christian anti-trafficking organizations to
develop joint strategies, share knowledge
and support one another.

World Concern helps
prevent trafficking with

= Safe migration

= Safety in the community
= Safe havens

= Strength in network



MEECHU'S STORY
Rescued From the
Danger of Child Trafficking

Around the northern Thailand commu-
nity of Chiang Rai, the poor share an elu-
sive dream. For Meechu'’s aunt who cares
for her 14-year-old orphaned niece, the
dream is simple: enough money for food
and school fees, and a good future for all
the children—jobs that will allow them to
remain near home as young adults.

But larger cities’ jobs are alluring, and
economic opportunities are scarce here.
Often, child traffickers prowl her village,
looking for new recruits.

World Concern provides girls like Mee-
chu with educational scholarships and
vocational training. Meechu has learned
about trafficking, and how to stay safe.

Today, Meechu sits on a blanket with
other Thai girls stringing bright jeweled
beads onto pieces of string. They're the
kind of beads you could find at the dollar
store. Yet they mean hope and a future to

her and the other girls. Once they learn
the trade, the dollar-store beads will be
replaced with semiprecious stones, and
they'll sell the jewelry to make income
for their families.

Of jewelry making, she says, “I like it. |
like the artistic parts, and | like earning
money by selling.” With each bead she
strings, she gets closer to a livelihood to
support herself and her family near Chi-
ang Rai, out of the reach of traffickers.

WHO
WE HELP

Those most at risk of exploitation are
children from poor families, those with
alcoholic or drug addicted parents, and
kids who are not attending school. We
help strengthen families and communi-
ties so children at risk are protected.
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Meechu will be safe from the danger of child trafficking, now that she has learned to protect herself.

ABOUT
WORLD CONCERN

World Concern is a Christian global relief
and development organization. With our
supporters, our faith compels us to ex-
tend life-saving help and opportunity to
people facing the most profound human
challenges of extreme poverty. At World
Concern, the solutions we offer, the work
we do—with your help—creates lasting,
sustainable change. Lasting change that
provides lasting hope.

Our areas of expertise include disaster
response, clean water, education, food
security, child protection, microfinance
and health. For more information about
our work, please visit worldconcern.org.
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