Bring Back the Bees to Mexico’s Degraded farmlands – Project Summary
By Eric Holt-Giménez, project director
Your donation now will help the Indigenous Farmers Agroecology Network of Mexico (RICDA) conserve soil & water and on peasant farmland in Mexico. Our goal is to establish 300 acres of pollinator habitat and raise yields of basic grains and vegetables on100 smallholder farms in the states of Oaxaca, Guerrero, Tlaxcala and Puebla where the Campesino a Campesino (Farmer-to-Farmer) Movement is most active. Once these pollinator restoration practices are established within Campesino a Campesino, they will spread throughout Central America from farmer to farmer.
What is the challenge?

Mesoamerica is the genetic birthplace of corn, squash and many bean varieties, as well as home to millions of smallholder and indigenous farmers who for centuries have depended on the resiliency of their local agroecosystems and crop varieties to cope with drought, flood, pest outbreaks, and volatile markets. Today, industrial agriculture is undermining the social, economic and ecological resiliency of the region’s agroecosystems and leading to increased food insecurity, hunger, and out-migration.

One central agroecological problem is uneven fruit set due to low rates of flowering on fruit trees and vegetable crops. Low flowering rates are caused by a scarcity of natural pollinators (bats, butterflies, birds, native bees, and other flying insects). This loss of natural pollinators is the result of years of widespread use of insecticides and of habitat loss. 
The loss of natural pollinators not only lowers crop yields for farmers, it also results in fewer native flowering plants, themselves an important habitat for beneficial insects and other natural fauna. This landscape biodiversity is the foundation for sustainable agriculture. Organic farming and pollinator habitat restoration go hand in hand in the recovery of farm and watershed-scale ecosystems.
How will this pollinator project solve this problem?

Over the last 30 years, the Campesino a Campesino Movement (MCAC) farmer-promoters have used small-scale experimentation and popular education methods to spread effective sustainable farming practices from farmer to farmer. The movement’s extensive knowledge networks link thousands of promoters to hundreds of farmer’s organizations like RICDA—the Indigenous Farmers Agroecology Network. Every year, RICDA holds dozens of farmer-to-farmer agroecology workshops across Mexico. This year they will teach the basics of pollinator restoration and conservation practices to 50 farmers from villages in Guerrero, Tlaxcala, Puebla and Oaxaca. These farmers will work together in local farmer-to-farmer teams to implement these practices on 300 acres of peasant farmland, benefitting approximately 150 farming families and improving the health and diversity of ecosystems in dozens of watersheds. Further, using the Campesino a Campesino methodology, they will share their knowledge with over 400 other farmers in nearby villages.
Long Term Impact of the Bring Back the Bees to Mexico’s Degraded Farmlands Project
The log-term impact of this project will be to share the knowledge and practice of pollinator restoration and conservation to thousands of farmers in the Campesino a Campesino Movement throughout Mesoamérica. The benefits to agroecosytem resilience, sustainable yields and ecosystem services will be regional in scope. 
Your donation now will allow RICDA—the Indigenous Farmers Agroecology Network to spread agroecology and pollinator restoration practices to hundreds of family farmers in Mexico. For as little as $100 an acre you can ensure that natural pollinators and their habitat are resotred—and farm families are fed—in the states of Guerrero, Tlaxcala, Puebla and Oaxaca. By supporting RICDA you are planting the seeds of sustainability in the heart of Mesoamérica.
