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For Mon Channy,10, and Srey Touch, 6, The Sharing Foundation’s Khmer Literacy School has provided huge opportunity.  Mon Channy is the only child of his widowed mom, who supports herself and her child through her work on the TSF farm.  Channy, who is very small, probably due to early malnutrition, is proud to be going to school as his mother never did (see photo).  He looks forward to advancing to the village school.  His teacher, Ying So Ry, says Channy is a very attentive, hard working student, and she sees a bright future for him. 
Srey Touch is a happy, energetic little girl who is in her second year at the Khmer Literacy School (see photo).  This year, given her improved literacy skills, she is also attending Grade 1 at the Roteang Village School.  Her mother, who is totally illiterate, is very proud of her daughter’s education and plans to keep her in school indefinitely.  Lao Pov also works on the TSF farm, and the income she earns is enough that she doesn’t need her daughter to work.  Frequently, children in very poor families work in order to bolster the family’s income, and this prevents them from attending school.
Srey Touch has actually been known to TSF since infancy; when she was 17 months old, her mother appeared at our gate with her starving daughter.  Lao Pov said that she had just buried Touch’s twin sister underneath their thatch hut out in back of Roteang Village.  The baby had died of malnutrition and she feared Srey Touch would too.  Srey Touch was in very bad condition, and she was admitted to our orphanage “hospital room” with her mom and gradually fed back to health. Her mom received lots of support and counseling from our head nanny, Dany.  After a few months, mom and baby went back home with weekly weigh-in follow ups and formula and rice supplied.  Srey Touch also received complete immunizations for diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, polio, and Hepatitis B.
The basic literacy skills both children are developing will open the door for them to further education and an improved quality of life.

