CSTEP Empowerment
CSTEP's mission is to reach out to urban communities and empower students, families and communities to enrich their education in whichever subject matter they need, and include a strong exposure to technology.  In addition, we will strive to provide services to community members which are sometimes impossible to obtain in a large city, such as social services, mental health services or career training services.  In order to "empower" individuals, it is essential to create a safe and trusting environment where people can meet and share knowledge in a judgement free capacity. In addition to providing social and educational services, we hope to work with many other organizations to educate about nutritional choices by offering nutritional food preparation and community meals and urban farming to provide a vehicle for sustainability to the community .
Problem the Project seeks to address

As an educator in urban Philadelphia for 27 years, I have found that people are very much the same , no matter where they are found in the city, however it is more difficult for individuals in urban centers to obtain services, make appointments, get information, understand procedures or information when presented as in a large city environment. Very often there are not many who might be available to provide the needed support ( language, emotional, guidance) that might just encourage the individuals to work independently on their issues, paperwork, education.

By providing a "Multi-Service Empowerment Center", we can encourage people to come out of their homes , learn new ideas ( classes), get information( library), contribute to their neighborhoods growth ( rooftop farming) and maybe even begin to take pride in their city or street and the people there. 

I see this as an opportunity to reach out to our citizens and bring services to WHERE THEY ARE so that they can become productive members of society. Many parents of students that I have met, are very interested in providing a future and good background for their children, but sometimes, people just "don't know where to go". And in a big city..." No one really tells them".  I want to show and tell them so that they can do whatever they need to do to accomplish their dreams for family, life and their future. And I know that they will also be willing to "Pay it forward" as well.

