INTRODUCTION TO THE TARGET COMMUNITY: (YANADI TRIBAL COMMUNITY)

Origin: Historically, Yanadis usually lived in forests. But they were encouraged to migrate to the plain areas, by the farmers of the plain areas for the purpose of guarding the fields of farmers and to give protection against poisonous snakes etc., as they are very much experienced in that aspect. 

Sects: There are two sects in Yanadi, One is Reddy Yanadi who have piece of land for cultivation. The second sect of Yanadis is “CHALLA YANADI’S”. Their life style includes removing of leaf plates after eating food by others and they used to eat the left over food. As they eat always remaining cool food items of others. They are called “CHALLA YANADIS” (Challa means cool, remaining, left over after eating). Since they are used to consume the leftover or waste or thrown away food they are also called as “Engili Yanadis”. The second sect of Yanadis used to guard the fields of the farmers, catch rats, frogs etc., while the women used to work as domestic servants in the houses of farmers. They used to live in coastal areas and depend on sea-allied activities.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS:

There are 320 thousand Yanadi populations in AP State as per the 1991 statistics. Not even 10% of the Yanadis possess permanent houses of RCC roof. They live in huts of less than 100 sqft. They do not think about tomorrow. Having no proper shelter cum toilet is their burning problem.  
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EDUCATIONAL STATUS:
Because of the very low literacy among the Nomadic Yanadi Tribe, we could not see a single Yanadi who reads a daily newspaper. Till now they are away from the literacy but they seem to have interest in acquiring education if any one comes forward to teach them. Only 5% of the children are able to read and write. Yanadi children presence in the high schools are nominal. The employees from this community are scare just like a moon among the galaxies of stars in the sky. 
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ECONOMIC STATUS:
Even in the emergency situations or even at the time of risk to their lives they could not get the financial help or credit from anybody.

The Yanadi community people are experts in catching fish and crabs. The farmers of fertile land area used to assign job of catching rats to the Yanadis. They catch the rats in two ways. One is that they dig the holes of rats for catching them. The second method of catching rats is that they keep baskets at the rat holes. They keep either onion or dry fish as a prey in order to attract the rats in to the basket. As they enter in to the basket the pieces of bamboo sticks will crush the head of the rat. After rats head is being cut, they used to keep the basket at another pit. They keep on doing the same throughout the night. It is hazardous roam in the fields in night in catching rats. Yanadis by the act of catching rats used to safeguard the valuable crops. 

The Yanadi laborers used to dig out the pits through out the nights but hardly they catch 10-15 rats throughout the night and they could get their remuneration only after exhibiting the dead rats to the farmer. Farmers used to pay Re.1/- to Rs.1.50/- only per rat. 

Normally, they depend on the occupations like crab and fish catching in the coastal areas for their livelihood and survival.
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The people living in the coastal villages especially the Yanadi Tribal and Dalits were badly affected due to the impact of Tsunami on 26th December 2004 and Ogni Cyclone in 2005. 

Yanadi’s – Occupation skills





Illiterate Children of Yanadis





Housing conditions of Yanadis








