Teen Night School 2005
Annual Report

The working teen project is focused in one of the poorest and high rate crime areas of the city of Managua. The education system in Nicaragua takes 6 year of normal course study for children between the ages of 7 and 12 to complete their primary education. The Teen Night School has three terms of one year each.  When a child joins the Teen Night School he/she will automatically be placed in the 1st term and by the end of the three terms the child has completed his primary education. 

We began the 2005 academic year in January with 181 teens. Unfortunately 61students were forced to abandon the program, leaving a total of 120 teens enrolled in the program at the end of 2005. 

There are several reason why the teens left the program. Malnutrition and extreme poverty cause the teens to search for other ways to support themselves leading to drug use and gang activities. 

The Teen Night School offers classes during the evening so that the teens that work during the day or have to do some type of domestic work have opportunity to join the program. However, this system makes it difficult for the teachers to work because they are constantly disrupted by gangs, which often enter the center interrupting classes and assaulting both students and teachers. 

The police have tried to control the gang activity without much success.  The gangs have managed to gain control of the neighborhood and due to their actions last year one of our student lost her life.  This year one of our students also lost a member of his family and another student we had that was enrolled in 2002 was also killed by the same gang. 

Despite the violence in the neighborhood, the program has continued functioning. Of the 120 teens enroll this year approximately 40 of them will graduate from the third term, completing their primary education.

In its 13 years of operation the Teen Night School has helped 415 students graduate with their primary education. Of the 415, the majority decided to find work in the informal market, others went to work for private organizations and a number of them decided to continue with their education (secondary and professional education).

We would like to tell a story about one student we had, who, despite the difficulty he faced continued with his studies and currently is about to graduate from the University. 

His name is Allan Antonio Garcia Vargas. Allan is 26 years of age, is married and has one child. He is studying computer science at the University of Technology and Commerce in Managua. He continues to live in the our barrio and faces the same poverty and difficulties as everyone else.  Allan did not let these issues defeat him though, instead he continued studying and getting good grades. Attending the University for any teen in this neighborhood is enormous accomplishment due to the conditions in which people live
