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Background

The program begun in October 2011 to respond to the needs of Orphans and Vulnerable Children and widows with activities that promote their well being in the community through provision of socio-economic and psychological support. The program is supported by RANYG income generating activities (cereal banking, motor bike transport and horticultural farming) to the tune of Kshs. 350,000 to be implemented from October 2011-September 2012.
Objectives: 
· Give  medical and psychological support for  well-being by the end of  the  OVCs
· Identify OVCS and widows in the location.
· Build capacity of group members of OVCs projects
· Provide life skills training to care givers and the OVCs
· Train youth OVCs on entrepreneurship.

Activities Undertaken
A total of 1200 OVCs and Care givers were identified in the location, of which nearly a third were living with their extended family members, the others were living with their elder siblings.

Through outreaches in schools, churches and general community, a total of 660 people have been reached with support and OVCs issues.
RANYG has facilitated formation of health clubs in four schools and through these clubs reached a total of, 340 youths through health talks, dramas, poems and training. RANYG has trained a total of 30 people on AB interventions, 30 people on peer education and 30 teachers on life skills. The training was conducted in collaboration with the Ministry of Health. 200 OVCs have counseled, 100 care givers have also been trained on life skills and prevention with positive. A number of OVCs and Care givers were referred for various health services in the health facilities.150 t-shirts have been printed and distributed, 1000 brochures have been printed and two banners developed.
Achievements/ Outputs:

During this implementation period, the following outputs were delivered;

· 1200 OVCs and care givers  identified

· 60 peer educators were trained on HIV prevention through abstinence;

· 340 were trained on HIV prevention through abstinence and or being faithful

· 30 people living with HIV trained in HIV prevention through condom

· 1100 fliers with abstinence and condom messages produced and distributed

· 150 t-shirts printed and distributed

· 4 care givers trained as Trainers of trainees for sustainability purposes.
Challenges:

The community had a lot of expectation as a result of the poverty in the area. Many care givers wanted their children to be given school fee and food support. The of OVC and the care givers were overwhelming and the amount granted to the group could not cater for even a third of the identified needy OVC and care givers.

Networking and Collaboration:

During this period, we have built a number of networking and collaboration such as; This include government departments and the like minded NGOs and the local Civil Society Organizations.
Lessons learnt

· During our implementation we learnt that most of the young people have much information on sex and HIV/AIDS whereas some had little, misinformation or no information and need much sensitization.

· We also learnt that OVCs need support to help them have good health

· Most OVCs are vulnerable to diseases and abuse in the community since a number of them resort to sex work to earn a living.

