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Vetticatil and Dr. Sunitha Krishnan as a refuge and rehabilitation center, Prajwala serves over 6000
trafficked women and their children. Amina had finally found a home surrounded by Prajwala staff and
volunteers who healed her physically and psychologically. She was enrolled in Prajwala’s vocational program 
and trained in bookbinding and screen printing. Then Amina found out she had tested positive for HIV.
Prajwala provided Amina with nutritious food, immune system strengthening traditional herbs and anti-
retro viral drugs.

Two years ago as she was in line at the hospital pharmacy, she noticed a young man looking at her with
interest. Noting the amount of medicine he was collecting, Amina wondered if he was HIV+ also. She met
him again at the pharmacy and decided to ask Dr. Sunitha to find out more about him.

Most marriages are arranged in India and Amina’s is no exception. Sunitha inquired about the young
man’s background and with Amina’s consent, agreed to their marriage. On April 23, 2004, along with
three other couples, Amina and her young man were married in a traditional ceremony hosted by
Prajwala. District officials attended and even granted government housing to the married couples. Amina
refers to Sunitha as “Mummy-Daddy” because of her gift to the young couple of a traditional trousseau
which parents normally provide.

Amina has wondered at times if life is worth living and has contemplated suicide on several occasions.
However, her goal in life now is to be a contributing citizen to society. “I want to keep smiling until the
moment of my death.”

Abandoned as a newborn in a train station in the central Indian state
of Andhra Pradesh, Amina was taken home by an older woman.
Amina was raised, not as an adored adopted daughter, but as a
domestic worker in the household and began working as soon as
she could walk. By the time Anima reached adolescence, she had
been raped, abused, and mutilated by countless male relatives. In
spite of never having been allowed to go to school and unable to
read, Amina escaped her abusive situation by sneaking onto a train
headed to Hyderabad, a city of almost 40 million.

Three days after she arrived, Amina was spotted wandering around
the train station by a pimp on the look-out for vulnerable children. He
promised her a job then took her directly to a brothel where she
serviced scores of men every day and every night.

Before the end of four months, the left side of Amina’s face became
permanently paralyzed from the constant trauma she was enduring.

Amina escaped again, finding her way to a government safe house
where she was referred to Prajwala. Established by Brother Jose
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