Latest Update from the Field:

Date: December 22, 2007

AIDMI has been working in tsunami affected areas since December 2004. Till date the organization planned and implemented number of activities and currently engaged in shelter and livelihood support; and disaster risk reduction and school safety programme.

The organization feels privileged to put a case study here, which would provide clear picture of rehabilitation support.

Timely Livelihood Support Provided Stability

Ms. S. Saratha has been living with her family in Singarthopu village of Cuddalore district. Before tsunami, her husband was involved in fish catching business. He has not enough income to run the family so she and her husband running provision shop also. As her husband age doesn’t allow going for fish catching, her two younger sons now, go for fish catching work. They have taken their father place for earning the livelihood. 

As she was passing through the economic problem, Tsunami has created more sever problem for her. Her house was near to sea and a huge tide of Tsunami has damaged and demolished everything including her house, house contents and provision items which she used daily for livelihood activities. After the tsunami, some NGOs and Government provided them food support so that they have survived themselves. She and her husband had no work for some days as her husband had fear and trauma of Tsunami that it may happen again and because of old age he could not start the fish catching business again. She also could not start her livelihood activities as she hasn’t enough money to purchase material. Her family had passed through difficulties for so many days after Tsunami.
She was a member of a Self Help Group of Women which providing some credit to its members against their savings to rotate their life cycle. A local organisation had approached AIDMI to provide livelihood support to its tsunami affected beneficiaries so that they may restore the activities and can earn the income for sustaining their families. Within sort period of time, AIDMI has completed all the formalities with her and provided utensils, stove and grinder for making Idli, Dosa, Vada with which she started earning money and now, she can fulfil her daily needs. While sharing her experience, she said that she now earns up Rs. 50 to 60 daily and this income is very handy to fulfil family’s daily needs and also to meet children’s frequent needs of education. Now she is able to shared social issues with her husband too. She doesn’t have to borrow money to restart her earlier livelihood also.
Now, she is passing through the well comfort zone after having big trauma of tsunami which has in-stabilised her life and family. She feels happy and very much thankful to local partner and AIDMI for providing the right king of support at right time.
2004 Tsunami Affected Victims Received Need Based Support from AIDMI
	A trainee, A. Aryanappan received electrical kit to start his own small business in the village.[image: image1.jpg]
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M. Malathi started clay toys business as she received the livelihood support from AIDMI with partner.  
	G. Ambika, a self help group member 
of Singarathoppu village, received livelihood support of dry fish.
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D. Logambal of Malamayarpettai village started weaving with the handloom weaving equipment that she received as livelihood support. 
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V. Malarkodi of Malamayarpettai village is making use of the grinder and utensils as she is engaged in grinding idli flour and selling idlis in the local market.
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Shri Bakkiyam of Sonangkuppam started her confectionary shop again after she received livelihood support.
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The local volunteers taking the applicant’s thumb impression on filled up insurance form.
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R. Kannan, son of Bhanumathi, receiving the cheque of Rs. 20,000 from the Cuddalore district collector as compensation for death of her mother.
	K. Muthulaxmi receiving the micro credit support from the head of the local organization.[image: image8.jpg]





