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What is Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley?

Founded in 1967, Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley is the largest provider of youth services in the Huntington Beach and Fountain Valley communities.  The Club is a nonprofit organization and its mission is to inspire and enable the healthy development of all young people, especially those from disadvantaged circumstance to fulfill their potential as caring, responsible, and productive community members.  To fulfill this mission, the Club presents a wide array of programs at its five locations, including two licensed daycare and preschool facilities, three school age youth facilities offering before and after school care and sports leagues, and a performing arts academy.  

Who does Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley serve?
The Club serves 8,500 youth from Huntington Beach, Fountain Valley and the surrounding communities.  The Club’s members range in age from 6 weeks old to high school students. The Club targets working poor families to help at-risk kids succeed and to give parents the opportunity to work or go to school knowing that their children are safe and well-cared for.  71% of the Club’s members are from low to moderate income families and 98% come from households where all parents work or go to school full-time.   A recent survey of parents showed that 94% of the Club’s low-income members’ parents could not work at their current jobs or go to school without BGCHV’s affordable programs.  
What do kids do at the Boys & Girls Club? 

The Club has so much to offer! Whether a child is sporty or bookish, every child can find what they need at the Club.  Examples of activities include: homework help and tutoring, community service and leadership clubs, cooking and nutrition classes, arts and crafts, basketball, soccer, football, theatre, dance, gymnastics, cheerleading, martial arts, music and art clubs, graphic design, web design, digital photography, pool, foosball, fitness programs, financial literacy, teen programs, field trips, special events and so much more.        

What’s special about Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley?

The Club is committed to providing programs of the highest quality that meet the community’s needs and the Club makes sure that the families who need its services have access to them.  The Club’s programs for children of all ages have been recognized nationally for their exceptional quality.  The Club has been honored by Boys & Girls Clubs of America as having the best overall program in the nation, and top ranked programs in arts, sports and fitness, and family support.   In addition, the Club’s Learning Center Preschool earned accreditation from the National Association for the Education of Young Children and is 5-Star Quality Rated by United Way’s Success by Six program
To make these great programs accessible to the community, the Club keeps its fees below market rate, typically less than half the average cost of comparable programs in the County.  The Club also offers more than $400,000 in scholarships and free programming each year to disadvantaged families.  This is made possible by the generosity of community members who support the Club through donations, special event fundraisers and grants. 

Do the Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley’s programs make a difference?

Yes!  According to a recent member survey: 82% of the Club’s members feel better about themselves since they started coming to the Club.  81% say they do better in school because of the homework help they get at the Club.  87% say the Club gives them a place they feel like they belong.  92% say there is an adult at the Club that they could talk to if they had a problem.  86% have learned something new or tried something new at the Club. 83% say they have helped other kids at the Club or been part of a service project to do good for the community.  86% have found a role model or mentor at the Club.  With results like these, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley truly is “The Positive Place for Kids”!
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Scholarship Fund

How many children do the Club’s scholarships help? 

1,000 children participate in the Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley’s scholarship program and free programming each year.  

Why do these families need extra help? 

· 80% are families led by single moms, trying to provide for their families with just one income.  

· 64% of families receiving scholarships have extremely low incomes.  That means their annual income is less than 30% of Orange County’s median family income.

· 24% of families receiving scholarships have very low incomes.  That means their annual income is between 31-50% of Orange County’s median family income

· 12% of families receiving scholarships have low to moderate incomes.  That means their annual income is between 51-80% of Orange County’s Median Family Income.  

Is there help for families when a parent loses a job or has another financial emergency?

Yes! When the economy took a turn for the worse, BGCHV started an emergency scholarship program.  When a family has a sudden financial hardship like the loss of a job, the Club offers scholarships until the family gets back on their feet. 

Does scholarship support really make a difference to families?

Yes!  Scholarships help parents be able to go to work knowing their kids are safe and well cared for and keep kids in a positive, supervised environment. 

· 84% of parents say they could not work at their current jobs without scholarship help to make after school care or full day childcare accessible for their children.

· 16% of parents say that without scholarship help, their kids would be home alone and unsupervised.  

Parents tell the Club what a big difference scholarship support makes in their lives:

· "I don’t have any other help for my child but Boys & Girls Club. No family members."
· "I'm a single parent and I worked so much overtime to afford childcare. Now that my son’s older, he needs to be around other kids to learn and to grow. With the help of Boys & Girls Club, I don’t need to work so much overtime so I can see my son more."
· "Without scholarship help, I would be unable to afford daycare, bills and rent since I have no help from the boys’ father."
· "Because of scholarship help from the Club, I am able to take care of my health needs."
· "I don't know what would happen to my son without scholarship help from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley.  I spoke with my supervisor to see if I could bring my son to the office everyday after school for about 1 ½ hours.  She said no because of liability issues, but cutting my hours at work would be a financial hardship since we are barely making ends meet now."
How can you help kids and families who need scholarships?

Make a donation today to help support kids and families who need a helping hand!
