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The Brotherhood/Sister Sol has been a monumental force in my life. It certainly takes a village to raise a child and Bro/Sis was my village growing up. Bro/Sis gave me consistency, peace of mind, and a lifestyle that was structured. I was able to get the nurturing that was needed and that is sometimes overlooked for many adolescents. The brownstone was the place I could go to feel safe and respected. For most young people, they are told what to do and their thoughts are often ignored and brushed aside. At Bro/Sis I always felt respected. My peers and I were always encouraged to share our thoughts and be honest. Coming from a rough neighborhood this was really weird for me at first but eventually it became normal to share my thoughts… to share my dreams and goals in life.

When I first became involved with Bro/Sis I yearned for a consistent male figure since my mother raised us by herself. The staff that I worked with, DaMond and Khary, respected the stages that I went through growing up and gave me a balance of discipline and love that changed my life. I looked at how different my Chapter Leaders were from other men I knew in the streets or socially, and I wanted to be like them. I began to emulate them, even in the way they dressed with more fitted clothes. I observed how patient they were with us and I myself became more patient with my family and less quick. The standards and aspirations my Chapter Leaders demanded gave me the blueprint to how I would later live my life. Their patience and diligence set the bar even higher. These men pushed me to examine where my thoughts came from, to think more broadly and decide for myself what kind of man I wanted to be. They provided me with the environment to examine and assess the origins of my frustrations and anger. I became a better critical thinker as the years progressed and noticed how different I was from other kids at school and how effective Bro/Sis was in my life. I stopped hanging out on the block and found the things that kids at school spoke about boring and even ignorant. I realized that I have a different state of mind now… I had changed.

As an adult, Bro/Sis continues to guide me. When I was 21 years old my mother passed away and to avoid having my younger siblings go into foster care, I became their legal guardian. Khary and Bro/Sis were an essential support during that process and in the months immediately after. I essentially became on overnight father, to my 9 and 10 year old brothers and an 18 year-old sister. Fatherhood is not easy, especially because I am both father and brother to my siblings. I am now incorporating many of the strategies and skills that I observed in my Chapter Leaders when I was a young member. I try hard to communicate with my siblings and not use punishment as a teaching tool- instead having them understand the consequences of their actions. Like my Chapter Leaders did for me, I aim to respect the stages that my siblings go through and just have open communication and let them know they are respected and loved. I also attend college and will graduate with my Associates Degree in the summer and work part-time with the Bro/Sis Afterschool Program. It’s hard to find a balance but I feel that I have an extended family in Bro/Sis that is consistently supportive.

I can honestly say that Bro/Sis has saved me years of finding life’s lessons out the hard way. Outside of home, there has not been a place more instrumental in my life. The love and aspirations they gave me are invaluable. When you have someone rooting for you, people who really love you, you don’t want to disappoint… you want to rise to that challenge. I always knew that they didn’t just want me to succeed academically, as is the case with some afterschool programs; they wanted me to succeed in life and live in a positive and healthy manner. Words lack an accurate depiction of the impact The Brotherhood/Sister Sol has had on me.  Bro/Sis is a way of life… MY WAY OF LIFE.

