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Women’s Education Opportunity Program in Sudan

Today, Sudan is Africa’s largest nation and home to what many consider the worst humanitarian crisis in the world today.  For more than three decades, citizens in the Sudan have endured a civil war that has decimated the economy and destroyed the country’s infrastructure.  Approximately 2 million people have died as a result of the ongoing war, and more than 4 million Sudanese have been driven from their homes, forced to live in refugee camps or without shelter.  Although a peace agreement has been signed, peace remains tenuous at best, and stability is desperately needed so people can return to their homes.  Beyond security, the most critical needs are water, education and infrastructure – roads, sewage, electricity and more.

In addition to the lack of basic necessities and access to humanitarian aid suffered by the majority of the population, women have suffered horrible atrocities as a result of the war.  
Many of then witnessed their families being slaughtered – husbands, sons, fathers, mothers.  Many have been raped, some repeatedly, and others have been kidnapped or held as slaves.  

Women for Women International is uniquely suited to address the needs of women affected by sexual violence and civil conflict in Sudan.  Since 1993, Women for Women International has provided programs to 52,000 women in eight countries, indirectly benefiting more than 240,000 family members.  Throughout our 13 years working in post-conflict regions, we have found that women hold the key to rebuilding societies after war.  After war, women are overwhelmingly left as single heads of households, many faced with supporting their families for the first time.  Through our holistic one-year program of direct aid, rights awareness training and leadership education, job skills trainings, and income generation support, women gain access to the tools and resources they need to earn an income and support their families.  When women gain economic security, they are then able to participate in the economic, political and social reconstruction of their communities.  Stronger women build stronger nations.

In July 2005, Women for Women International (WWI) President and CEO Zainab Salbi, WWI Director of Programs Dr. Patricia T. Morris, and WWI Regional Coordinator for the Middle East and North Africa Manal Omar traveled to Sudan to conduct an assessment trip to see how we can best serve the women of Sudan.  Although much international attention has been focused on the crisis in Darfur, WWI’s team found that the needs of women outside of Darfur, women in southern and eastern Sudan, were equally if not more critical.  

Women for Women International hopes to establish its office in Sudan to serve women outside of Darfur in early 2006.  Judith Registre, currently the Country Director for Women for Women International’s office in Bukavu in Congo and responsible for establishing our office there in 2004, will use her experience to establish our newest office in Sudan.  In the next year, Women for Women International will bring its full range of programs to 1,000 women in Sudan.  
An important part of Women for Women International’s program is rights awareness education.  Throughout a woman’s year in the program, she meets regularly with a group of approximately 20 women for rights awareness training sessions based on Women for Women International’s training manual, A Woman’s World.  These meetings also act as a network of support for each of the women in the program.  For a woman who may have lost everything due to war and violence, this network becomes a critical building block as she tries to regain control of her life after war.  
When women develop and cultivate leadership skills, they gain power to actively participate in the reconstruction of their communities and build civil society.  The rights-based education program and leadership development program helps women understand their unique rights:

· politically, as victims of war and community violence and as a force to bring about stability;

· economically, in understanding their economic value to family and society; and

· socially, in acquiring skills to fight discrimination and domestic violence, and obtaining basic knowledge of human reproduction, nutrition, stress management, hygiene and the prevention and treatment of prevalent diseases such as HIV/AIDS.

Each country’s rights awareness program varies slightly due to social, economic, political, cultural and religious factors.  It is anticipated that rights awareness education in Sudan will incorporate extensive trauma and rape counseling for victims of violence, as well as a special emphasis on voting and political participation as the country rebuilds from war.
Women for Women International is honored to partner with Global Giving to offer opportunities for women in Sudan to regain their self-confidence and cultivate their leadership skills so they can become active participants in rebuilding their nation after war.  Funds raised in the amount of $22,500 from Global Giving will provide 300 Sudanese women with rights education as part of Women for Women International’s comprehensive year-long program.  We look forward to working together to help Sudanese women look to the future with hope and a renewed sense that providing a better life for their families is not only possible, but within their power to do so. 

