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The AIDS Information Centre (AIC) is a non government
organisation established in 1990 to provide the public with
voluntary and anonymous counselling and testing for Human
Immune Deficiency Virus (HIV).

AIDs Information Centre was founded as a result of growing
demand of people who wanted to know their HIV status. At that
time the National Blood Bank in Kampala was overwhelmed by
people coming to donate blood as a means of finding out their HIV
status. There were also some settings which were providing HIV
testing to people but without their informed consent or
counselling services. Inaddition some support AIDS organisations
could not provide HIV testing to persons who were going to them
for AIDS care and support.

In response to this, a group of local and international NGO’s begun
meeting with the Ministry of Health, to discuss how to meet the
growing demand for HIV testing services. As a result AIDS
Information Centre was established on the 14th February 1990.

AICVision

The Vision of AIC is to have an environment in Uganda where
individuals feel free to have VCT, can access the service promptly
and at an affordable cost.

AIC Mission

“AlC exists to prevent the spread of HIV and to mitigate its impact
by being a model of excellence in the provision and expansion of
Voluntary Counselling and Testing, information, education and
promotion of care and support”
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The strategic goal is “to contribute to the national and
United Nations General Assembly Special Session
(UNGASS) on HIV/AIDS goal to reduc~ HIV infection rate
and mitigate the impact of HIV/AIDS in individuals,
families and communities”

Organisation’s strategic objectives

AIC has 4 strategic objectives that will be implemented from
2003 - 2007 in order to achieve the goal and Mission of the
organization and these include:

° To consolidate VCT integrated service delivery in AIC
direct branches and continue supporting selected indirect
sites.

° To strengthen the capacity for VCT service delivery at

community, national and international levels.

° To create demand for VCT and foster an enabling
environment for VCT service delivery.

° To strengthen the institutional capacity of AIC to
implement the 2002 - 2007 Strategic Plan.
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AIC expanded from | site in 1990 to 6 direct sites in
Kampala, Jinja, Mbarara, Mbale, Lira and Arua district. It has
also collaborated with 31 districts to establish |11 indirect
sites as at December 2003. They include among others
Kampala, Luwero, Nakasongola, Masaka, Masindifinja,
Kamuli, Kasese, Mbarara, Rakai, Ntungamo, Kapchorwa,
Kumi, Mbale, Palissa, Katakwi, Soroti, Tororo, Sembabule
and Busia.

More branches to be opened in Kabale, Sorotiand FortPotal
Cost sharing was introduced in 1994
Rapid testing with same day results started in 1997

PMTCT started in 5 hospitals in 2000, now in 42 health
units.

Youth friendly voluntary counseling and testing services
were introducedin 2001

Executive/ appointment wing at Kampala branch started in
2003

"Atotal of 819,641 clients have received VCT since inception
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The PTC/PLI is a Voluntary Association for clients tested for HIV
irrespective of their test results. Members who test positive and
are willing to go public to share their personal experiences with
HIV/AIDS, form the Philly Lutaya Initiative. This club has taken on
a transition form. Members will join and be prepared to be
referred to other specialized organizations within a period of |
week to 2 years.

Members of Mbale branch PTC / PLI Association playing
indoor games like chess, snakes and ladders and “mweso "

Services Provided by Post Test Club include

e  Ongoingcounselling
Creating awareness about HIV/AIDS, through music, dance
and drama

e Education talks
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