Orans: Alleviating Poverty and Mitigating Climate Change through Community Forest Conservation and Tree Plantation
Background: The orans of Rajasthan have long been an essential component of rural livelihoods in this arid region, providing grazing for livestock, water, fuel and plants of medicinal value.  Rajasthan is the largest state in India, accounting for 10% of the total area but with access to just 1% of the country’s water resources.  In this context, orans evolved as a social mechanism to safeguard the livelihoods of some of the subcontinent’s most economically vulnerable peoples by ensuring them access to water and other vital resources even in times of political or climatic instability.  In the last 60 years, however, Rajasthan’s orans have undergone a steady decline in both quantity and quality.  Villagers are now facing not only an acute resource scarcity and vulnerability to drought and other climatic changes, but also, due to the dismantling of traditional institutions and entitlements, a weakening of customary social bonds of cooperation & reciprocity.

Updates- Approach & Activity: Krishi Avam Paristhitiki Vikas Sansthan (KRAPAVIS) has been working to revive Rajasthan’s orans (sacred village forests), both physically and conceptually.  Its main physical interventions include planting and protecting trees, constructing or renovating water-harvesting structures, installing conservation devices.
A tree nursery is growing at Bakhtpura villages, for reforestation activity on Orans/ Devbanies lands, farm bunds etc. This not only provides employment for SHGs hands but also make them dedicated caretakers of the Orans under revival. Criteria of selecting trees species was that encourage such trees that could provide more than one benefit to the communities (multi purpose trees e.g. fodder and fuel). Local people are helpful in identifying such trees and grass species. The benefits of such tree species are 4E (Economics, Employment, Energy and Ecology) driven. Some of those species grown are; Dhok {Anogeissus pendula), Kair {Capparis decidua}, Ber {Zizyphus mauritiana}, acacia species, Khair {Acacia catechu, Hingota {Balanites Egyptiaca}, abalakanta and Sadahari (a creeper), Neem, Adusa or Bansa, Dhak/ Khakhra (Butea monosperma), Aradu, Dhaincha, Shisham, Leucaena, C.siamea, Gliricidia sepium, Sesbania grandiflora, Amvala, Ber, Bealpatra, Anar, Nimbu etc. Some of these saplings would be ready foe plana\tation by end Feb and March where as some by June July this year. 
Positive changes of reviving orans include an increase in ground-water levels and water retention, an improvement in soil quality, increased vegetation cover and the reappearance of locally-extinct species.  This equates to better grazing for livestock and increased availability of medicinal plants and other minor forest produce, such as fruits, seeds, honey and grasses for weaving.  The initiative also strengthens economic opportunities for local communities by establishing self-help groups (SHGs) for women. Thus by helping to restore orans, increases the adaptive capacity of communities to deal with climate change in the following ways; creates additional environmental benefits beyond reducing greenhouse gas emissions; empowers or increases independence of the local community; and orans are of major importance as perennial streams of water, as they harbour springs, acquifers and centuries-old man-made water storage structures.
Other update: Aman Singh has been selected, at Asia level, as winners of Asian Technical Awards of WASWC, 2008, under the title “Oran; A traditional system/ technology for Permanent solution of water scarcity & environment degradation”. Asian Technical Award is for scientist, engineer, constructor and farmer etc. who has excellent technical achievements in the field of soil and water conservation. 
