Youth educational radio show for HIV prevention
Summary

 Super Buddies Club is a non-profit organization whose mission is to facilitate the creation and sustenance of peer education platforms for behavior change among children and youth. This is done through an active peer education programme for HIV prevention that has been established in over 60 schools across the four regions of the country. The peer education is facilitated by trained in-school peer educators and covers topics that include HIV and AIDS, stigma and discrimination, child rights, gender based violation, sexual reproductive health and rights, and psychosocial support among others.

To accommodate the children that the peer education programme is not able to reach, in June 2012 a youth radio show “Euthology” was launched in the VOC Radio station. Since its launch the programme is commanding great listenership from both the youth and adults around Swaziland and in South Africa. The radio station has 850,000 listeners. Through this programme, young people get the opportunity to discuss issues of concern with their peers and solutions are also provided by an expert. To ensure that young people listen to the programme and for evaluation purposes, Super Buddies Club will establish listening clubs, where young people will come together and listen to the programme and discuss the topics that are covered during the programme.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
What is the issue, problem, or challenge?

Swaziland has the World’s highest HIV prevalence rate of 26% (31% women and 20% men). According to the DHS, three out of every 100 people aged 15-49 will become infected with HIV  every year. HIV prevalence among young people is high and worsens with age. The overall infection rate among children in the age group 10-14 is 2.6% and rises to 5.8% in the next age cohort 15-19. This is clear indication that there is high incidence of HIV infection among young people. The high level of comprehensive knowledge is not translating to the desired behavioral change to reduce the risk of HIV infection. According to a National Study on Violence Against children and Young Women 2007, sexual abuse is another contributory factor to the rise of HIV infection rate among young people. The study also reveals that over half of all incidents of child sexual violence were not reported, and less than 1 in 7 incidents resulted in a female seeking help from available services. The primary reason for not reporting sexual violence is that victims were not aware that what they had experienced was abuse.

According to the Demographic Health Survey 2007, 42% of children aged 10-14 years say that the HIV and AIDS information they received is confusing. Nearly 23% of those interviewed found the information offensive and upsetting. This calls for delivery of well packaged and age appropriate information and provision of skills that will assist with the application of the newly acquired information and reduce young people’s vulnerability to HIV infection.
How will this project solve this problem?

The youth radio show is produced and presented on air by young people at the level that is understood by their peers. During the airing of the programme, experts are invited to give specific answers on questions young people might have related to that particular topic identified. Young people also have an opportunity to discuss amongst themselves the topic at hand through Facebook and twitter. To reach the most vulnerable children who might not have the opportunity to listen to the programme because they do not have radio sets, Super Buddies Club will form radio clubs and provide them with radios. Through these clubs in communities, vulnerable children will be able to access information and will be equipped to make better choices in life. The programme will also be linked to an existing toll-free line where young people can be provided with counseling where the need arises.
Potential Long Term Impact

· Comprehensive knowledge levels of HIV, stigma and discrimination, child rights, GBV, sexual reproductive health and rights and psycho social support among young people increased
· Young people mobilized through the youth radio show and social media dialogue will become prevention actors and will be able to make informed choices about their lives.

· Young people through the newly acquired information will be able to report abuse cases and violence against them
Project Message

The feedback we get from our peers on issues affecting them indicate that young people are hungry for information. I am glad that the programme is touching on the real life issues and through it we are going to make a difference in terms of behavior change among young people.
Sakhile Simelane – Programme Producer and Presenter.
