Freedom Foundation an NGO registered in Bangalore deals with two A’s – Addiction and AIDS.

Freedom Foundation has been the pioneers of HIV/AIDS & Substance Abuse interventions in India, since 1993, especially in the area of comprehensive care & support in India. Freedom Foundation is credited to have set up the first comprehensive Community based comprehensive care and support center in India at Bangalore and is recognized as a model by NACO and other International agencies. During a time when HIV meant shame & silence, Freedom which was working in the field of de-addiction, opened its doors to people infected with HIV. The Freedom Foundation was operating from 35 sites at various locations across the 4 states of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu, Goa & Nigeria.  Each location has a series of interventions linking up the continuum of Prevention to Care and Support, (HIV/AIDS & Substance Abuse) with a wide spectrum of services. All interventions are low cost, effective, long term impact models. However, on completion of tenure of funding by Population foundation of India(PFI) through Global fund, the projects at Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu have been discontinued. There is a great demand from the beneficiaries to continue with the services, Freedom Foundation is looking alternative source of funding to restart the services in those locations.

The Freedom Foundation was one of the first organizations to set up EAP (Employee Assistance Programmes) in various public and private sector companies in India. Working extensively with the various trade unions and senior managements in the public sector, the Freedom Foundation has successfully demonstrated EAP programmes in large public sector industries.

Today the Freedom Foundation is considered to be the largest service delivery NGO in the Substance Abuse/HIV/AIDS sector in India. The foundation has a plethora of very successful intervention covering a wide spectrum of activities and caters to an all India clientele and some from abroad. 

Freedom Foundation was a recipient of The UN Global Fund for TB/AIDS & Malaria - round 2. The foundation has set up a graduated cost recovery process to clients to access ART at Chennai, Mumbai, Bangalore & Hyderabad. The Freedom Foundation has a rich experience of ART management for the said tenure. This initiative became self sustained since 2009 on completion of the grant cycle. 

With support from the UN Global Fund Round 4, Freedom Foundation as a sub-grantee opened four 50-bedded Comprehensive Care & Support Center’s at four of the 6 high prevalence states Guntur, Kakinada(Andhra Pradesh), Bagalkot(Karnataka) & Trichy(Tamil Nadu). 

The Freedom Foundation took initiative to introduce comprehensive health Insurance project in partnership with UNDP / National Insurance / Govt. of India. Under this project, a comprehensive insurance package will be offered to three key populations, coverage for people who test HIV + ve, people in high risk communities, and general population. A feasibility study with a pilot project for two years was done with the support of UNDP and subsequently by the Govt. of India. 

Freedom Foundation is the recipient of many International awards for its work in the Substance Abuse / HIV/AIDS sector. UNAIDS has published a case study of the Freedom Foundation as a “Center of Excellence” and “Best Practice” on Comprehensive Care. The first Commonwealth Award for “Action on HIV/AIDS” was conferred on the Freedom Foundation for its “Outstanding Work in Comprehensive Care” in 2001. The US based ASHOKA – Innovators for the Public, conferred a Fellowship award to Dr. Ashok Rau, Executive Trustee & CEO, Freedom Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship. UNAIDS has presented the Freedom Foundation with an award for its work an award for “Excellence in Community Care” this was presented by Dr. Peter Piot (Executive Director-UNAIDS - United Nations - AIDS) on 4th November 2004. The Terry Sanford Institute of Public Health (Duke University - USA) has conferred Dr. Rau as a Senior Research Fellow. Dr. Rau also lectures on Public Health – legal and Ethical issues at The Yale University (USA) as a visiting faculty. Dr. Rau has recently been appointed as an adjunct visiting faculty at the Drexel School of Medicine (Philadelphia – USA) iCONGO/Kemka Foundation conferred Dr. Ashok Rau the Civil Society Citizen Karmaveer Puraskaar – Noble Laureate 2008 for his cutting edge work in the Substance Abuse/ HIV/AIDS work through the Freedom Foundation. Letter of appreciation of the work being done at the foundation from Mrs. & Mr. George Bush (Former First lady & President of the United States of America) on Mrs. Laura Bush’s  visit and interaction with the women and children of our Hyderabad HIV/AIDS facility (March 2006)
