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TSUNAMI UPDATE, A YEAR LATER
Project:  Tsunami recovery in Five Fishermen Villages, India
Implementing agency: Mary Mother of Peace-Medjugorje Charity in partnership with Jesus Youth in Kochi and Chennai
One year ago, on the day after Christmas, calamity descended on the coastal residents of India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Thailand. An earthquake beneath the Indian Ocean sent a deadly wave of water that wiped out entire villages and washed away hundreds of thousands of people. One year after the tsunami, we are filled with hope, as we help people in India rebuild their homes, their lives and their livelihoods. There is much reason to be hopeful, even grateful, as we move forward. The stories of the resilience of the survivors of the tsunami are inspiring. Here are a few examples among many others.
Significant Tsunami Successes

· Isaac’s family in Challanam, Kerala, is moving to a new home in March/April 2006. Isaac, 12, the son of a poor fisherman who lost everything because of the tsunami is back to school and wants to become a police officer.  
	Isaac is shown here with his mother [image: image1.jpg]





During our project supervision mission of January 2006, with our local partner Jesus Youth and their volunteers we visited Isaac and his family in Challanam.  Isaac’s father is a fisherman and goes back fishing regularly, his boat having been repaired after the tsunami. Their home, very close to the ocean, was totally destroyed by the tidal wave but all family members survived the calamity.  They have been temporarily sheltered under a tent.  
Thanks to the tsunami recovery project, funding from Mary Mother of Peace-Medjugorje Charity has been allocated to rebuild a well-structured strong and simple house for Isaac’s family.  The house is built and only needs 10% additional interior work before the family can move in. Isaac is one of the god-children sponsored by our program.  He received support for clothing, school tuition and books, and basic health support.  
Isaac’s results at school are satisfactory but could be improved. His parents asked that we provide a bicycle for him so he could, after school, attend a program helping him to get better grades.  We will grant him his request. The family is very grateful for the new home and the support they got to rebuild their lives.

· St. Joseph House for tsunami affected girl students in Chennai, Tamil Nadu
The Tsunami of December 2004 has affected the lives of the under privileged who resided in Tidir Nadar, Dooming Nagar and Srinivasapuram along the coastal area near the giant city of Chennai.   The Tamil Nadu government relocated victim families to an overcrowded and unsafe relief camp in Turaipakkam far away from the city and this makes it impossible for students to go to their school every day in the Santhome district of Chennai (3 hours commuting, and no money to pay the bus). 
Among these displaced students, 25 girls have been studying in St Raphael’s Girls Higher Secondary School, Santhome, Chennai.  Ms. Backiamary, a lay-person and social worker, decided to help them by opening “St Joseph’s Hostel for Tsunami Affected Students” and reach out to the most vulnerable after the tsunami hit Southern India. 
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The premises she calls “hostel” is one big room where the girls sleep on simple individual straw mats they lay down every night on a cement floor. There is a rustic but clean bathroom. She rented the facility at the second floor of a two story building sheltering battered women on the first floor. Facilities are located directly opposite to St Raphael’s Girls Higher Secondary School. Ms. Backiamary provides food and boarding to the girls who can go back to their parents’ home only during the weekend. The girls have buckets with water to shower everyday thanks to a pump bringing water through a tank replenished with a truck once a week. They do the cleaning chores of the room. 
The hostel is helping the students get access to education in a safe environment and enable them to overcome natural calamities with a fighting spirit.  From these 25 girls we met –their smiling faces were radiating joy-- many are of the 10th to 12th standard school levels and a few of the lower levels.  All these students are from very poor families.  Some are fatherless and the mothers work as domestic workers. They are from the three main religious groups in this part of India: Hindus, Catholics and Muslims.  Now the students spend more time on their studies because they save 3 hours of travel time each day and they can study after school since they are homed in a facility with electricity – that is not available in their family shelters.

Ms. Backiamary had some financial support from Caritas for the school year 2005 ending in March this year.  But she has no guarantee that Caritas will renew its commitment for this coming school year.  In the context of our tsunami recovery project we decided to allocate some funding to the hostel and make sure that the girls can finish their school compulsory program and get their degree.  We are providing 25 desks and a few benches ($900) for the students to do their homework in a more comfortable way.  They are actually sitting on the cement floor and sleeping on their mats directly on that floor. If Ms. Backiamary does not get more support from Caritas (she will know end March) we will give her some additional financial help to pay at least partly for the house monthly expenses ($860/month) this coming school year.  The girls’ families are asked to give a symbolic monetary participation when possible.
· 12 year old girl Maha in Tamil Nadu is back to school, first in her class, and wants to become a doctor to fight natural calamities

Maha’s family has been relocated by the Tamil Nadu government in a shelter at the periphery of the city of Chennai after their simple home had been destroyed by the tsunami.  The girl could not go back to school because the parents could not pay her school tuition, and their new home – one small room in a precarious apartment building for the homeless with no road access- was lacking electricity and water supply.  
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We have provided financial help to the girl’s family and paid for her tuition, school uniform, books and bus fare to school.  Additional funding helped install electricity in their home, while water is now collected in tanks from rain water so these people have some of it at least during the raining season.  We met Maha as well as her father, an auto rickshaw driver, and her mother a housemaid. She has good grades at school and wants to become a doctor. Let’s help her fulfill her post-tsunami dream.
· Forgotten Laguna’s fishermen have new boats owned by women associations at village level for efficient use and they can feed their families

Some backwaters fishermen affected by the tsunami near Cuddalore and Devanapatinam had not received any kind of support until a local charity, Pondy Fishermen Charitable Trust and MMP-MC/Jesus Youth decided to provide them new boats for backwaters fishing.  
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These fishermen had also seen their village crops destroyed by the salty water of the tidal wave and nothing will grow in their fields at least for the two coming years.  Now the fishermen are rebuilding themselves wood and fiberglass boats that they use for fishing in Laguna and rivers near the ocean. The village women own the boats and rent them weekly to the fishermen for a modest amount of money. They invest the money collected in providing amenities for the village community such as electricity, phone or school supplies.  It also allows them to develop some small business and craft activities.

· Young women receive sewing training and get a sewing machine before going back to their village to earn a living near Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu. 

A three-month sewing training program is in place to train young women from a village.  The training center –a small warehouse-- has five sewing machines and needs more.  
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We will provide 10 to 20 machines in 2006 so more women can get the training which is in high demand by the villagers in the area. A known and dedicated volunteer tailor is selecting the candidates and training them to make shirts and other clothes. 
Major challenges to Recovery

While we have accomplished much in the past year, we are finding that most of our work lies ahead.  In our visit to the communities affected by the tsunami in Tamil Nadu and Kerala together with highly dedicated volunteers of our partner organization Jesus Youth, we have been deeply struck by the reality that we are one human family. 
And we heard it when we listened to families and smiling children express gratitude for our help, as little as it is. Helping a community means more than putting up houses. We are reconstructing other facets central to daily life: clean water supply, electricity, work, improved health conditions, access to school for many, and revenue earning opportunities for poor fishermen and for women. We arte helping them restart their trades in fishing, agriculture and other ventures. Although some difficulties have complicated this process, we will continue to tackle these challenges over the coming year.
Major challenges to recovery include lack of electricity in temporary shelters and of clean water, which is a constant pain. Access to school is difficult for many children especially girls.  Security and health concerns are a daily burden in some areas.  
We have two stories of poor families we met in January 2006 to illustrate some of the health challenges: one is Muslim and the other one is Christian. 


Troubling was the case of a poor woman paralyzed for 15 years and living on a cement floor of a partly destroyed home in Aniyil Beach near the village of Edavanakad in Kerala. The family saw the tidal wave coming on top of the coconut trees, erasing completely the house of their married daughter in front of their home and passing over their own home. 
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Fortunately the daughter was in the main family home at that time. Her husband abandoned her after the tsunami. The family, Muslim, has been forgotten by all local aid agencies! We will provide a bed for the paralyzed woman who has only skin and bones left in her frail body lying on the floor in a fetus position, plus the care of a doctor and medication. And we will rebuild both houses.  

The second case is a 6 months boy critically ill in Challanam, also in Kerala.  The poor fisherman family lives in a hut about 200 yards from the Ocean. The father lost his boat. Miraculously, their house was barely touched by the giant wave destroying homes all around it.  The family, Christian, has three children. The oldest is a 7 years girl, Marie Glayar who is totally deaf and dumb. She is now sponsored by American God-parents as part of the project. 
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The second is another girl, 4 year old; she is in good health. The third child, 6 month old, Joseph Enok, may die soon because of a birth defect. A pulmonary valve is missing in his chest and only open heart surgery can save him. We have a medical report on his condition and we took a picture of the mother holding the boy in her arms.  Joseph Enok is currently under daily medication and we have already decided to help the family pay for the medicine for 6 months.  
The boy may live up to one or two years under his current condition with the risk, however, that a serious blood circulation crisis in his lungs could end his life at any time.  Surgery in a good private hospital in Kochi would be around 10,000 US dollars (in the US such an operation could cost 10 times more if there is no pro bono arrangement).  Southern India has excellent private hospitals and questionable Government hospitals where cost is lower but risks are much higher. We recommend going ahead with a reliable private hospital.  Pro bono arrangements in India are not realistically feasible because doctors are underpaid and culture is different.   Mary Mother of Peace- Medjugorje Charity and its local partner Jesus Youth will try and come to the rescue of Joseph Enok and is promoting the case as a humanitarian action to save the life of a child of hope born 6 months after the tsunami.   

Other challenges continue to be access to permanent housing, absence of land ownership titles, material and labor shortages, and absence of micro-credit programs for the poor. A compounding factor after the tsunami is that some good arable land is now uncultivable as a result of the salty assault of the tidal wave along the coast of Tamil Nadu near Pondicherry and Cuddalore, in the backwaters areas where people lost complete harvests and were left unaided while sea fishermen were aided.  
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In addition, a devastating flooding during the Monsoon season has devastated again these poor communities in December 2005. This second calamity has remained unnoticed by the world in already tsunami stricken areas in Tamil Nadu. 

It will take years to restore what the tsunami destroyed in minutes. But we are committed to working side-by-side, in solidarity, with our local volunteers, our brothers and sisters, for those in need in Southern India as they persevere in moving forward. Community participation is essential to successfully rebuilding lives. Monitoring recovery progress in the field is important for sound implementation and proper use of funding.

Thank you for your continued support and your prayers.

------------------------------
Corporate sponsors, for more project details see direct link to Global Giving Foundation web site for post-tsunami rebuilding at:

 http://www.globalgiving.com/cb/cidi/pr/1100/proj1050a.html
