Preventive Health Projects - Description
HIV/AIDS: Beyond my own Backyard

Within the framework of the Dutch campaign about the right for health, iEARN Netherlands has organized a global educational project around HIV/Aids. The project will be run by ICT&E (www.ict-edu.nl) and Alice O (www.aliceo.nl), both members of the iEARN network in the Netherlands. iEARN Netherlands aims at ‘authentic learning’. Participation from several countries and continents guarantees that the final image of HIV/AIDS as a result of this project, will differ and will not be the result of the situation in one single continent. The projects offer several ICT-instruments as working tools. As pre-condition to participate all participating schools have to have access to and experience with the necessary hard- en software. Exchanges are organized by email and the website of iEARN-Netherlands will play a key-role as the virtual place where everything will come together and where a wide audience can learn about the process and results of the work of the partners. Finally the websites of the schools will be used as a medium to give broad attention to the project. Every new participating school in the project receives a digital camera, to be used in the project.
Cultural Beliefs that Perpetuate the Spread of HIV/AIDS 
There are some cultural beliefs in some parts of the world which people follow that are in some way helping the spread of HIV. Students and teachers gather information and share it with others on the planet. Students in Botswana work with the local clinic and the Social Welfare office. At the clinic they ask the nurses to help with statistics that show cases where patients are delayed to be brought to the clinic simply because the relatives thought the disease can be handled using traditional medicines, and …. they are very weak. With the Social Worker the students have access to visit the under privileged to try and help them practice better and safer methods of whenever they encounter a cultural practice that may expose them to any risks of contracting HIV/AIDS.   Maybe there are some other cultural beliefs that exist in your country/region. Please share them; we want to hear about them.
The Eradication of Malaria

Malaria is one of the oldest and most frequently occurring infections diseases in humans. Malaria kills more than 2.7 million people a year, most of them children and pregnant women in sub-Sahara Africa. Only tuberculosis and HIV -AIDS take similar toll. Half a billion people are infected by malaria annually. Though most do survive, many of them still suffer years later from the anemia and development disorders caused by severe malaria infection.  It is really disheartening to see the rate at which malaria ends the lives of young ones in our midst mostly due to ignorance. The UN reported on 04/25/03 that over 3,000 children die everyday of malaria in Africa. This project is motivated by preventable deaths of students whom I know. The painful thing is that the same ignorance persists despite advances made in finding cure and vaccine trials for malaria. We are all partners in this anti-malaria crusade - so join us!  This project will bring young people together to research, analyze, discuss the issues, and seek solutions.
Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger

Feeding Minds Fighting Hunger is a global education initiative designed to help youth discuss and understand issues of hunger, malnutrition, poverty and food security and to stimulate them to participate in activities to create a world free from hunger.  On World Food Day, October 16th - and throughout the year - students and teachers from all over the world will come together to discuss lessons and look at ways to participate in activities and raise aware. World Food day is celebrated every year to commemorate the founding of the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations in 1945.  World Food day and activities during World Food week aim to heighten public awareness of the plight of the world's hungry and malnourished and encourage people worldwide to take action against hunger. More than 150 countries around the world observe this event each year.  For this project, three lessons are provided for primary, intermediate and secondary school. Participants discuss how they have used the lesson plans to identify issues of hunger and poverty in their communities and around the world. Teachers submit lessons generated in classes for use by other teachers around the world. New ideas, activities and lessons from around the world will be collected and distributed each year.  
Global Connections – Leaping the Digital Divide
Through the online courses, iEARN member teachers quickly and cost-effectively build and put into use a tool that can contribute to vibrant and meaningful dialogue and community action.  A teacher in the Democratic Republic of Congo wrote:  “Once I receive your newsletter, I print enough copies, go in the bush twice a week, try to find my students, distribute the copies to them, I ask them to read by village and discuss and bring the suggestions and comments next time.  Now, the irregularity comes if is the raining, if is the time of harvest, if there is any event in the village such as is the feast of the village's chief, wedding...I am trying to explain study is more important than everything else. Two topics…(were especially important) -  the first one was how to fight against malaria from the student of Botswana. My students were very interested and went to share and spread the knowledge of others in different villages. The other topic was the suggestion that teachers and students test the water they are using or close to them from a river, lake...The students brought different kind of water in empty sardine cans eaten by catholic missionaries in the area, the second project wasn't successful, just because we did not have appropriate tools and equipment such as water tester, container...”
Coordination with U.S. government programs

The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) To Contribute $84M in 2005 To Fight HIV/AIDS in Zambia [Apr 06, 2005]. PEPFAR is a five-year, $15 billion program that directs funding for HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria to 15 focus countries, including Botswana, Ethiopia, Cote d'Ivoire, Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Haiti, Guyana and Vietnam (Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report, 2/8). 
iEARN’s Online Professional Development Courses for Teachers
iEARN has trained more than 45,000 educators since its inception in 1988. iEARN workshops are designed to cover the technical, collaborative and organizational skills needed to participate fully in a global, collaborative Internet-based learning environment.  iEARN offers both  face-to-face and online professional development workshops and courses for educators seeking to integrate online global project work into their classrooms.
Hands-on, face-to-face workshops are led by iEARN Trainers with years of experience, who work with participants to design workshops that meet their particular needs and interests. Trainers may introduce basic computer and Internet skills for newcomers, or review this information for more experienced participants. The primary focus of any iEARN workshop is on the particular curriculum and classroom context of each participating teacher, and the skills needed to engage in collaborative activities, such as peer review, team-building, joining regional and international learning communities, and developing project-based curricula that integrate national educational standards. Trainers may also tackle specific organizational issues, such as computer lab scheduling. By the end of the workshops, participants will be able immediately to assist their classes to join Internet-based collaborative learning projects.
After going through an iEARN workshop, participants return to their schools with a built-in support network -- on-going technical and staff development assistance from iEARN staff, as well as an online community of colleagues worldwide. And, since all of iEARN training materials will be available online, participants can easily return to any component of the training they may feel they need to review.
Teachers' Guide to International Collaboration on the Internet, created by iEARN-USA.
Connecting Cultures: A Teacher's Guide to a Global Classroom, download as a pdf file (13,043 K)
