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	Programs and Benefits

The William James Foundation identifies for-profit entrepreneurs who are making the world a better place and connects them to industry experts and impact investors to enhance the likelihood that their ideas scale into sustainable ventures. 

Our programs give entrepreneurs the right AIM -- advice, investment, and mentorship -- so they can improve our world. They are: 

· Our Sustainable Business Plan Competition offers entrepreneurs around the world a chance to receive high level reviews of their business plan. We provide these entrepreneurs with constructive feedback (more than 20 pages per plan per round), and the best of them receive prizes and investor introductions. 

· Our Mentor Capital program coordinates mentorship opportunities between 650+ advisors -- who have built, managed, invested in, or studied sustainable businesses -- and more than 300 active companies we are working with. 

· Our Events offer a gathering point for social entrepreneurs who are seeking both specific knowledge and networking opportunities. These events (both online and in person) include our one-minute pitch events and our sustainable business tours. 

· Our Green Grabs feature accredited investors who make on-the-spot angel investments in sustainable start-ups during a public event similar.

· Our Data Project has collected more than 10,000 pages of analysis and interviews on both the successes and failures of the social enterprise field. We are learning what truly works (and what doesn’t) in planning a multiple-bottom-line business.

We provide:

Feedback: We have more than 650 reading judges who are world-class experts in sustainable business. For the past several years, they have together provided an average of 20 pages of feedback per plan per round. This is professional peer review of your business ideas from experts who have been down your path before.

Connections: All of our programs give our entrepreneurs connections with industry leaders who are potential mentors, customers, investors, and champions.

Efficiency: We work with sponsors to run multiple competitions with the same entry forms & deadlines. Many of our entrants compete in two or three different competitions without additional effort, so they can spend more time running their companies. 

Prizes: Some of the top names in sustainable business offer their professional services and products to our top teams. This year’s cash and professional service prizes are worth more than $150,000. 

Effective use of Expertise: Our reading judges are able to contribute their high-level career skills to projects they find personally meaningful. Many stay connected to the entrepreneurs as mentors, vendors, customers, and/or investors. 
Leverage for Donors: We provide $5 worth of services for every $1 in cash we receive. Gifts to the WJF support multiple, ongoing, sustainable efforts to solve some of the world’s toughest problems. And by sponsoring a prize category, you can work with the specific kinds of sustainable businesses that are of interest to you.
	Praise

“Your organization is critical for entrepreneurs to develop their ideas and get ready to raise capital. [The WJF is] helping to create a future pipeline for investors. There are lots of savvy people who want to start sustainable/ social businesses and truly care about their community. They just need guidance and support to get there.” – 

Kesha Cash is the Director of Investments for Jalia Ventures in New York City

“Your process and scorecard are truly first rate, better than other competitions I am involved with. Very well done!” – Mark Albion is a founding member of the Social Venture Network, Net Impact, & www.more-than-money.com
“The part I like was the remarks of the judges in the business plan ...which gave me the view points of different people from cross-fields in the business idea and helped us to think on each steps more critically ourselves.” – Tulsi Giri leads Development Voyage in Nepal

 “The [WJF] matched qualified judges with the appropriate business plan, and provided constructive feedback. Their competition sets a good example for other social business plan competitions to follow.” –
Michael Callahan, who entered more than 30 similar competitions, is the co-founder of PowerMundo in Peru.




	Companies we have supported

· AYZH is identifying the tools Indian women want and need to keep women and their families healthy. 

· Back to the Roots turns coffee ground waste into the substrate for gourmet pearl oyster mushrooms and grow-it-at-home mushroom kits. 

· Biosense developed an affordable, point of care, prick-free technology to enable instant, cheap screening and monitoring of anemia, which kills 1 million women and children globally each year. 

· DayOne Response is enabling relief operations to provide decentralized water supply to more people, more rapidly, and with fewer personnel.
· LaborVoices crowdsources worker opinions by connecting mobile workers via an easily scalable and highly replicable voice and SMS platform. They bring transparency to labor networks and provide brands with a real-time supply chain monitoring tool.
· LuminAID Lab develops cost effective, solar-rechargeable lighting products in order to make light more affordable, more portable, and more sustainable for all users. 
· Malo Traders pays rice farmers in Mali a living wage, minimizes post-harvest losses, fortifies rice with vital minerals and vitamins using GMO-free and culturally appropriate technology, is creating the first brand of Gambiaka (the most popular rice variety in Mali) that adheres to international export quality standards, and produces biochar for organic fertilization, rice bran oil for cooking, and animal feed.
· Maternova saves the lives of mothers and newborns by making inexpensive medical tools available to health professionals in the developing world. 

· Mozambikes will import bicycle components for local assembly in Mozambique, creating employment and setting up the first local bicycle company. 
· Runa produces and markets organic, fair trade beverages made from the naturally caffeinated leaves of the Amazonian guayusa tree. 

· Sanergy is building sanitation infrastructure in the slums of Nairobi, which creates energy and fertilizer as by-products.  

· Schaduf provides low-income individuals with the opportunity to own and work on profitable micro rooftop farms, while simultaneously laying the groundwork and foundation for long term solutions for Egypt’s water, land, and food scarcity dilemma.
· Snack Packers sells eco-friendly, healthy subscription snack delivery to offices around DC. 
· Sproxil is leading the charge against counterfeit medications in Nigeria. 
· StartSomeGood is a platform for helping social good initiatives raise funds and grow a community of supporters. We empower changemakers to transform ideas for good into action and impact.
· Takamotobiogas builds biogas systems for rural farmers in Kenya with the objective of creating energy security, improving the quality of life and protecting the earth’s natural resources.
· India Solar Lamp Company empowers women at the bottom of the pyramid to start their own social enterprises, based on solar lamp technologies, by teaching best business practices and technology maintenance. 
· Wello’s “WaterWheel” is an innovative water transportation tool designed to alleviate the problems associated with lack of easy access to water. 


	Praise

 “You have been a delight to work with, right from the initial contact several years ago. There is a very high return on our investment, and we are pleased to continue our sponsorship. We particularity appreciate that WJF is a high-integrity, hi-performance operation, where every resource is well used. You have accomplished a lot, thoughtfully putting together many disparate elements and making the whole work smoothly - a bootstrap operation that budding social entrepreneurs would do well to emulate!” -- Sarosh Kumana is the Director of the Foundation for a Sustainable Future.

"The William James Foundation provides some of the world's best entrepreneurs the opportunity to combine their quest for financial success with their desire to work ethically and effectively for a better society. William James creates a challenging, productive and entertaining approach to finding financial rewards for contributing to a better world." Jim Turner, Partner, Swankin & Turner.

"As judges and sponsors of WJF's competitions, we get to see brand new businesses embed sustainability right from the start. It’s inspiring." Jennifer Woofter, Founder and President, Strategic Sustainability Consulting


CONTACT:  Executive Director Ian Fisk

ian.fisk@williamjamesfoundation.org | www.williamjamesfoundation.org
The William James Foundation 920 U Street, NW Washington, DC 20001 

Phone: 202 365 4570 | Skype: williamjamesfoundation | Twitter: @WJF_competition

Learn how to enter our sustainable business plan competition: www.williamjamesfoundation.org/howtoenter
