Empowerment of under privileged Women

Summary

The project aims to improve the socio-economic conditions (household income, investment on children’s education, investment for family health, asset redemption and creation)   of women from under-privileged sections, by promoting community based organizations and by building their capacities along with the provisions for livelihood, health care and recreation. 

Issue, Problem, Challenge

The statistics drawn from the Human Development Report of TamilNadu and Census of India 2011, such as the Sex Ratio (995 Women to 1000 Men), Sex Ratio in 0-6 years (946) and the literacy Rate (Female: 73.86%, Male: 86.81%) reveals the General Status of Women in TamilNadu. The State of TamilNadu stands fourth in India, in terms of the percentage of women headed households (widowhood is more pronounced among women) and there is Gender disparity in accessing health care depicts the socio-economic vulnerabilities of women. 

Chennai, the capital of TamilNadu is expanding manifold in the last two decades due to the large scale of migration from rural areas, arising out of decline in agriculture. The city is experiencing tremendous pressure in terms of housing, water, and sanitation and livelihoods creation. Most of the migrant communities are living in the slums and work in the construction sector. The incomes of this segment are deficient to meet the bare needs on account of the spiraling prices of essentials and accommodation. They resort to borrowing from the money lenders, who charge an exorbitant rate of interest to tide over the crisis. 
It is a reality that more Women experience poverty among the urban poor as they have to manage the family with the single earning of Male Member. A section of women, who attempt to escape from the cycle of poverty, often end up with menial jobs because of their illiteracy and lack of marketable skills. Few courageous women who dare to engage in petty trades and road-side vending succumb to exploitative money lenders by paying an exorbitant rate of interest of ten percent a day. Thus they are in to a vicious cycle.
In this project, we target women from Gypsy (nomadic) community and other socially backward communities, living in the urban fringes of Chennai. With regard to the elderly women, we target 200 elderly women from both urban and rural locations.
How will this Project solve these problems?

We strongly believe that lack of institutions, institutional capacities and access to resources are the reasons for the poverty of under privileged population and as such the project focuses on promotion and strengthening of  community based organizations, building of capacities of the communities and opening up avenues for resources and opportunities for livelihood and other social inclusion.
Promotion of women groups will provide them with the much needed organizational identity. The training (on the spot and exposure) for leadership, records management and funds management will address the capacity issues. Provision of financial support for start-up and expansion of tiny businesses, support for clothing, medicines, spectacles, monthly get to gather and annual pilgrim tour  for the elderly will take care of the socio-economic needs of women.
Potential Long term impact
· Mobilization and building up of social capital through Women groups, leadership development, and managerial capacities. Better and informed decision making at the household and community level.

· Regular savings, pooling of savings for collective benefits, and solidarity lending which will result in improved standards of living for the under-privileged women.
· Replication and scaling up of the initiatives in the neighbourhoods, which will arrest the cash drain arising out of the high interest loans.
· Creation of a community owned and community led Micro banks in the target area.
· Survival of the elderly with dignity.
Funds required for a year: $34460
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Promotion and Capacity building of the 

Group 100 4 400

2Support for Primary Education 100 50 5000

3Support for Livelihood

3.1Beads articles, Decoration articles in Paper 40 100 4000

3.2Vending of flowers/Leafy vegetables 20 25 500

3.3Flower Nursey 40 25 1000

3.4Vending of fruits 40 25 1000

3.5Petty shops/Tea shops 100 10 1000

4Support for Housing Repair 200 50 10000

5Breast and Utress Awareness campaign 200 2 400

6Support for Elderly women

6.1Support for Medicines 10 200 2000

6.2Support for Spectacles 12 50 600

6.3Support for Clothing 6 200 1200

6.4Support for Nutrition food 10 200 2000

6.5Support for monthly get to gether 20 48 960

6.6Support for Annual Pilgrim 40 50 2000

7Honorarium for2  field facilitator 200 12 2400

34460


