RAIN CENTRE – A YEAR OF MEANINGFUL ACTIVITY
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The Rain Centre is celebrating its first birthday today. Our Hon’ble Chief Minister inaugurated it a year ago on this day. Set up on the initiative and financial outlay of Mr. Ram Krishnan and supported by the Centre for Science and Environment, Corporation of Chennai, CMWSSB, CMDA and TWAD it serves as one-stop information, demonstration, training and resource centre on rainwater harvesting (RWH). In these twelve months, the centre has played an important role in serving the cause of rainwater harvesting in Chennai. Besides creating awareness about its importance among different sections of the society, the Rain Centre has also lent a helping hand to all those who had desired to have efficient and cost-effective RWH systems in their respective homes.
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Not surprisingly, in the last two months, thanks to the first amendment made to the Tamilnadu Municipalities Building Rules Act and the ordinance promulgated by the state government, activities at the Rain Centre have multiplied manifold. Everyday we have been receiving 30 to 40 telephone calls and an equal number of visitors to the Centre requesting assistance.

ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR

1. AWARENESS RAISING

Students from a good number of educational institutions have visited the Rain Centre as part of their NSS activity and otherwise. In addition, people residing in different parts of the city have also been visiting the Centre not only for enlightening themselves about rainwater harvesting but also to find out cost-effective methods of implementing RWH appropriate to their respective homes.

Our members have also visited several institutions both within the city as well as outside the city and the state to conduct awareness raising programs as well as offering suitable RWH designs.

Resource material in the form of posters on rainwater harvesting, both in English and Tamil, were prepared and pasted in Metrowater Area Offices, Corporation Zonal Offices, PDS shops, Post Offices, Banks etc. A booklet titled “Rainwater Harvesting in Urban Areas” containing drawings of typical rain harvesting structures has been prepared in English for distribution at a nominal cost.

Short films on the importance of water and rainwater harvesting are being screened at the Centre every Friday for the benefit of the public.

2. IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES 

Having created awareness in the initial months on the importance of RWH in sustaining the ground water table, focus was shifted to dissemination of information on appropriate and cost-effective techniques. To this end, training programmes were arranged in the Centre for plumbers and masons. A simple manual in Tamil was prepared for this purpose and distributed to them. Twelve of these along with their respective teams have already been enlisted as resource persons for the purpose of designing and implementing RWH. 

A large number of citizens have also been visiting the Centre along with their plumbers to get information and guidance on the different designs available for putting rainwater into the soil.
3. GENERAL

During the last twelve months, the rain centre has had visitors not only from other states of India but also from other countries. Notable among them are:
	B. C. Khatua,
	: Secretary, WSSD, Govt.of Maharashtra, M

	Ravikaimal,
	: Architect, New Delhi

	Lokendra Thakkar M. Patil (EPCO)
	: Dept Of Environment, Govt. of M.P. Bhopal                                

	Gamini Jaya Wickrama
	: Minister of Irrigation and Water Management,  

  Sri Lanka

	Maimabo Mabanga Malesa
	: ICARF/ RELMA, Post Box :30677
  Searnet secretariat Nairobi, Kenya.

	Poito Obote
	: Water Aid- Uganda, Post Box :11759,
   Kampala, Uganda.

	Kaushik Mukherjee
	: Principal Secretary Rural Development and
  Panchayat Raj Govt.Of Karnataka.

	A.G.Kalmankar
	: M.D, State Bank Of Hyderabad, Hyd, (A.P)
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Figure 3 BBC Reporter Charles Haviland at the Rain centre
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Figure 4 Ford Foundation workshop attendees
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Figure 5 Minister for Irrigation from Sri Lanka
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Figure 6 Prof (s) Indiresan and Jaya with K.R.Gopinath


Students can be powerful influences in spreading the concept of RWH. It is therefore heartening that students of the following educational institutions visited our Rain Centre:

Schools:

	1. Rosary Matric Higher Secondary School
	: Perambur, Chennai

	2. ABACUS Montessori School
	: Perungudi Chennai

	3.Govt. Higher Secondary School
	: Mambakkam, Chennai

	4.Sri.Sankara Vidhyashramam Matric Higher Secondary School
	: Thiruvamiyur, Chennai

	5.Shanthinikethan Matric Higher Secondary School
	: Chembrambakkam, Chennai

	6. A.M.M.Matric Higher Secondary School
	: Kotturpuram Chennai

	7. Little Flower Higher Secondary School
	: Ashok Nagar, Chennai

	8. National Public School
	:  Royapettah, Chennai

	9.K.B.J.G. Higher Secondary School
	: Kolathur, Chennai

	10.Olcott Memorial School
	: Besant Nagar, Chennai

	11. American International School
	: Alwarpet, Chennai

	12. St.John’s Senior Higher Secondary School
	: Mandaveli, Chennai


Colleges

	1. Alagappa Chettiar College of Technology (NSS Unit)
	: Anna University, Chennai

	2. Madras Veternary College (NSS Unit)
	: Vepery , Chennai

	3. Sri Venkateswara Engg. College
	: Sriperumbudur

	4. P.S.G Institute of Management
	: Coimbatore

	5. C.M.Kothari Polytechnic
	: Sembarambakkam

	6. M.O.P. Vaishnav College for Women
	: Nungambakkam, Chennai

	7. St.Michael’s Polytechnic
	: Avadi, Chennai


Representatives of the following Govt. organizations and NGOs also visited  the Rain Centre during the year: 

	1. Tamilnadu Science &Technology Centre
	: Guindy, Chennai

	2. Salem Municipal Corporation
	: Salem

	3. Pallavaram Municipality
	: Pallavaram

	4. Central Ground Water Board
	: Besant Nagar, Chennai

	5. Springs (NGO)
	: Chennai

	6. UNICEF
	

	7. Dhan Foundation, (NGO)
	: Madurai

	8. Centre for Women Development Research (NGO)
	: Chennai


4. PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
The Rain Centre is in the process of preparing a consolidated instruction and user manual for rainwater harvesting. We have proposed to include in it ways and means of arriving at a suitable design for a given premises be it a house, flat complex, office, factory etc. This will be useful for those who want to design for themselves a RWH system. This will also include details about the soil in various parts of the city besides a discussion on some frequently asked questions (FAQs). It is also proposed to make a video film showing the actual implementation of RWH systems in a complex.  There are also some research activities being planned including: 

· In order to assess the impact of the rwh structures already implemented, the centre has planned to study the quality and quantity of ground water in different hydro geological zones in Chennai city.
· A terrain guide map has also been prepared using Geographical Information Software for the entire Chennai city covering the variations in sub surface geology in the city. The map will be used for designing area specific rainwater harvesting structures in the city.
· In order to further concretely and advertise the beneficial impact of RWH, assess the impact, the Centre has planned to conduct a sample survey among house holds where RWH has been implemented, taking into account the design, cost and quality aspects. 

5. EMERGING RWH SCENARIO IN CHENNAI

Amongst all the cities and towns of India, Chennai has been the pioneer not only in spreading awareness about RWH, but also getting the citizens to actually implement it. It is to be noted that following the lead by Chennai, Mumbai, Bangalore and Delhi have introduced legislation making RWH mandatory in all new buildings. RWH is a buzz-word today. A decade ago it was an unknown word and, thanks to a few dedicated individuals and some socially sensitive builders that the movement progressed even though at a slow pace. 
Thanks to the initiatives of the CMWSSB in recent years, the movement gained significant strength and gone ahead further in the last two months as is evidenced by the experience of the Rain Centre. International Rainwater Catchment Systems Association (IRCSA) has decided to conduct the next conference in 2005 in India and efforts are on way by Mr. Ram Krishnan to have it in Chennai. If this does materialize, it will be a fitting recognition of the RWH movement in Chennai.
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �2� CM Jayalalitha inaugurates RC on Aug 21, 2002








