Batticaloa

Dear friends,

Batticaloa has been hard hit by the Tsunami.  There are over 280,000 displaced
people in this district alone. The situation varies from place to place. Some
people have settled in small gatherings but there also some very large camps in
the district.  My comments pertain to the larger settlements that have been
created for giving shelter, food and medical support to the displaced.  The
information comes from my colleague Father Paul Satkunanayagam SJ the Executive
Director of the Butterfly Peace Garden.  Father Paul who is a professional
psychologist expresses deep concern for the people who, he says, are
traumatized beyond anything he has previously experienced in his thirty years
as a professional psychologist.

In addition to the havoc and destruction caused by the tsunami, Batti at
present is going through a severe monsoon which has made roads inaccessible and
travel difficult.  Bearing this background information in mind Father Paul and
his associates have formulated a three step plan which I would like to share
with you so that you can respond effectively to the needs of the people of
Batticaloa, in particular the very large refugee settlements set up at by St
Michael’s College /St. Cecelia’s in Batticaloa and nearby Manresa in the
countryside. Both these centers currently assist over 2000 people each. There
are other such centers at all the Batticaloa schools as well as temples,
mosques and churches.

 Here is the 3 step-plan put forward by Fr. Paul and his colleagues.

1.      Responding immediately to the emergency.  For the next three weeks to a
month the needs are: Tarpaulins (12 x 15feet) for shelter
form the rain; straw or plastic mats to sleep on; bed sheets –  its cold and
wet now; towels;. large plastic buckets to dispense
food; plastic plates and mugs; bottled water; temporary toilets and materials for building them; shovels; wooden planks; disinfectants (chlorhexedine and lysol or phenol) –  
hand soap and water purification tablets.

2.      Hopefully by the end of January these large settlements will be broken
up to prevent the spread of disease. People will be moved back to smaller
settlements closer to or actually within the communities from which they came. 
In this stage their needs are: materials to build small shelters- framing
materials, roofing materials, building materials for toilets, cooking and
household items (pots, pans plates and cups) and basic financial support.
During this period while the people are in these settlements, where possible
work will begin on the reconstruction of their homes. Hopefully this second
step will take three months.

3.      Resettlement of the people in their home communities.  The actual needs
in this category have yet to be determined.

We are addressing here only the physical needs of the people.  Though they are
considerable and of extreme urgency, Father Paul is also worried about the
psychological trauma these people have suffered.  It is compound trauma: the
trauma of years of war, the trauma of displacement and homelessness, the
trauma of flooding, the trauma of the tsunami wave.

He is appealing for professional psychologists from anywhere in the world who
have specific experience with  large scale disaster scenarios (particularly
tidal waves) to come forward and offer their assistance to the people of Sri
Lanka. He asks them, if possible, to be in touch or even to consider coming to
Sri Lanka to give professionals here the benefit of their expertise not only in
workshop training but by but visiting the locales worst hit and consulting with
them.

As I am writing this, I have received an urgent call from Dr. Ganeshan from the
psychiatric department at Batticaloa Hospital. He needs the following as soon
as possible: BB cream (for scabies treatment) 500 ml x 200 units; myconazol
ointment (for fungal infection treatment)  x 200 units; tetanus toxoid
(treatment for tetanus – this must be kept on ice); women’s underclothing,  and
crepe bandages ( as much as possible).

That’s all for now. My e-mail is poho@sierra.lk. My mobile is 0777-549469. 
Please keep in touch.

Perhaps this is not the best way to ring in the New Year but it is bringing us
all together and that’s good. Happy New Year.

With love

Paul Hogan

PS I have just talked to Marilyn Weaver who is organizing Sri Lanka Tsunami
Relief in Toronto. She urges people to send money and let those on the ground
decide for themselves what to do with it. This is very good advice.

Below is the account number in Batticaloa where Marliyn has been sending
donations. It is Father Paul’s account and the money has gone through without
any problems so far.

If you are from Canada and would like a tax receipt this can be arranged by
making your donation through the Geist Gallery/ Stupid School. The contact
there is Laurie Edwards. His numbers are: Stupid School 416-778-1667 / mobile
416- 561- 4856. If you send money directly to Batticaloa there will be no tax
receipt.

Please forward money to Fr. Paul Satkunayagam

Please specify the money is for Father Paul and give this address.

Jesuit Residence
No.1 Jesuit Street
Batticaloa

Please indicate “Tsunami Relief – Batticaloa” and give your name and address.

Thank you for your concern and generosity. We are with you all in our prayers
and spirit.

