Dear friends in America,

By means of this letter we would like to invite you to collaborate with us, from the deepest of our hearts, to establish the Youth Recreation Center in Kiekrz, Poznan, Poland.

For 14 years now Barka Foundation has been running programs aimed at personal growth and development of skills of persons from the most difficult social environments. Among them there are children and youth.

In the same way as you are making efforts to create the best conditions for the development of your children to give them a good education, possibilities of personal development, creation of a secure and friendly environment for their growth,  we are also caring for the creation of good conditions for the young people, who come from broken families, orphanages, rehabilitation centers and extremely poor families. Normally society does not invest in children and youth from these environments thinking that their development and positive changes are impossible to realize.

We have had, however, different experiences. In our Recreation Center many activities are especially organized for children and youth, and also their parents. This is frequently the place where these people experience a real family vacation for the first time. Many important events are run such as: international meetings, youth projects,  continuous exchanges of groups and implementation of common programs by youth from all corners of the world. Soccer and sailing clubs have been created, and bicycle and fishing activities have been organized, among others. In this Center the team of homeless people prepared themselves for the Homeless World Cup  in Graz, Austria. The team won the first place in Poland and the 12th in the world’s cup, where the American team also played. 

A Center of Support for girls threatened by exploitation due to their difficult life situation is also functioning in this place. 

The Center is located alongside the beautiful Kiekrz lake and serves as an educational center for many groups which are interested in our programs. They come from all regions of Poland as well as other Central and Eastern European countries. The Center can accommodate 50 persons and during the summer time, and using tents even up to 150. It comprises educational rooms, kitchen premises, playing fields and aquatic equipment.

We have been renting this Center for three years from the International Trade Fair and have developed in this place several important programs. Presently, the owner wants to sell this place. We therefore ask your help so that we can buy it in order to continue to run and develop our programs there.  Broken after centuries of slavery and years of communism, the present process of rebuilding the citizens Polish society still needs your help.

To acquaint you with the Center and people involved, we are enclosing photographs and a special edition of Barka’s Bulletin published on the occasion of the homeless world cup in Graz, Austria.

Greetings from Poland.

From all present and future participants of the program.

Tomasz Sadowski

Chairman 

Barka Foundation for Mutual Help
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