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Project Goal and Activities

The activities and outcomes listed are for DESMI's work in two key geographic areas: the Northern Zone (also called the Jungle area for its proximity to rainforest) and the Southern Highlands area.   Specifically, grant monies go towards support staff salaries and transportation costs for the sustainable agriculture and animal husbandry training, as well as the materials for the wood-saving stove project. 

Goal: To improve the income and quality of life of indigenous families in Chiapas, 

Mexico and also protect the environment for future generations. 

Method: DESMI will provide financing, training and support to indigenous groups in communities to improve their livelihoods and prevent deforestation through implementing sustainable agriculture and livestock practices.

Activities 

· Provide low-interest loans to collectives for the expansion of their work; 

· Conduct training workshops on sustainable agriculture and/or animal husbandry with representatives of  farming collectives in several communities;

· Provide materials and training to families to build wood-saving stoves;

· Conduct ongoing training and support in financial administration for all participating groups; and 

· Conduct regular follow-up visits to participating community groups.

Expected Outcomes

· Indigenous families will improve their capacity to implement sustainable, non-toxic methods for cultivating staple foods and vegetables and/or raising farm animals. 

· The members of the cattle collectives will successfully manage and preserve their existing pasturelands, increasing the health of their animals and decreasing the destruction of the forest for grazing purposes.

· Soil quality and crop yields will improve, reducing the need for participating families to destroy rainforest to survive.

· Malnutrition levels amongst all participating families will decrease as their crop yields and incomes improve.
· Families will build and use wood-saving stoves. Deforestation in the areas surrounding these participating communities will decrease, and the health of the families will improve.
