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About Global Press Institute 
Global Press Institute is an international organization dedicated to bringing responsible, investigative news from the developing world to communities throughout the globe. We achieve this goal by training women from underprivileged, underrepresented communities to become powerful, conscientious journalists, reporting on the social, economic, political and environmental issues that directly affect their countries and communities. Our training-to-employment model not only provides GPI reporters with the highest quality investigative journalism skills, it also ensures the economic self-sustainability of our journalists, a dual component of our mission. GPI content is syndicated through a robust network of local and global outlets, from rural radio stations in Nepal to major international news providers like UPI. GPI news reaches more than 5 million people in 160 countries every month.

Since 2006, Global Press Institute has trained over 100 women in 23 countries across the globe through our journalism training programs who publish on GPI's Newswire. GPI has received a host of international awards and honors in recent years. In 2011, GPI founder Cristi Hegranes received a Jefferson Award for social justice and was named one of the Bay Area’s top 40 leaders under 40. In 2010, the Society of Professional Journalists gave GPI the Journalism Innovation Prize and the New Media Award recognized GPIs website, www.globalpressinstitute.org, with a standard of excellence award. GPI reporters have also been honored for their journalistic prowess both internationally and in their own communities.


Program/Project Description
The Climate Wire
Project Description: The Climate Wire Project, the newest specialty reporting training program of GPI, will train 16 women in 4 countries to use the skills of ethical, investigative journalism to tell image-driven stories multi-media about the human impact of climate change. The Climate Wire training will take place in Sri Lanka, Kenya, Ghana, and Haiti. Using GPIs original, innovative curriculum, reporters will be taught to research, write, fact check, and publish stories about the impact of climate change in their countries. The month-long training program will result in the production of more than 100 feature news stories, photo essays and multi-media companion pieces over the course of the 12 months following the training.

Program Strategy: GPI utilizes and unique program strategy and training model that offers both exceptional news content and the opportunity of women's empowerment. GPI reporters have unprecedented access to local resources, and the power to shed light on often under-reported issues or nuanced subjects that face stigmas or taboos not traversable by foreign correspondents. At the same time they report the "real" stories and challenges facing populations in the developing world, provides these women with a livable wage to improve their lives, the lives of their children, their families, and the overall well-being of their communities. It is a symbiotic relationship based on the belief that the sustainability of our organization is inherently connected to the professional success and sustainability of each and every one of our reporters worldwide. 

Women are perfectly poised to work as climate change reporters because climate change disproportionately affects women in developing countries. As household managers women are directly affected by changes in the growth and price of staple foods, decreased access to fuel and water, and increasing demands on their time to provide basic household necessities. These daily changes, the impact of climate change, are specifically the stories our reporters will be able to tell.

Project Goals: 
1. Conduct a Reporting Climate Change training program for 16 women in 4 countries.

Over the course of one year, GPI will provide a month-long training program to 16 women in 4 countries. After completing the training program each woman will produce a minimum of 6 in-depth news feature stories, photo essays and multi-media pieces on the topic of climate change in her community. Stories will focus on solutions and the human impact of a changing climate.

2. Edit and disseminate content to local and global audiences.
The news content produced by GPI reporters will be edited, fact checked and produced by local editors in GPI News Desks in the 4 focus countries both in local language and English. When stories are finished, they will be published on the GPI Newswire and disseminated to our local/global network of syndication partners to insure that the social impact of each important topic is fully realized.

3. Facilitate empowerment of GPI reporters via economic empowerment and calculate social impact.
The impact of GPI programs is two-fold. The women we train and employ receive education, training and empowerment by becoming recognized as literate leaders in their communities. The content they produce also has a significant social impact. GPI stories have provoked change on individual, community and government levels. From increasing dialogue to causing citizen protest or even laws to be rewritten, the impact of GPI is strong.

GPI prides itself on providing each of its reporters with strong, middle-income wages for their work. Each woman who participates in this training program will earn an hourly wage for her time during the training and will be paid for each article she produces as a result of the training. GPI also measures and evaluates the social impact of each article produced, i.e. government action, citizen protest, letters to the editor, increased local and global dialogue as a result of the article. GPI publishes the social impact of each story online to provide recognition and support to GPI reporters.

4. Create a scalable and replicable model for Climate Change reporting across other GPI News Desks Around the world.
GPI will use the first phase of the Climate Wire project to create a replicable model so that next year 7 more GPI country News Desks can take part in the training and production of important climate change coverage from their communities.


 

