Founded in 1977 and currently celebrating our 33rd anniversary of support for Native community initiatives, the Seventh Generation Fund (SGF) is an Indigenous Peoples’ identity-based organization that emerged from the grassroots political and cultural movements during the 1960’s and 1970’s. SGF has worked diligently to strengthen Indigenous voices and improve Native peoples’ access to necessary financial and technical resources to support local, national and international self-determined initiatives. Today, as the oldest, continually operating Native public foundation in North America, our work remains focused on our founding mission of promoting the uniqueness of Native peoples and the sovereignty of our distinct Nations. 

Our work will focus on supporting the participation of Indigenous women leaders and community members in the Global Women’s Caucus in preparation for the upcoming UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) is a subsidiary body of the UN Economic and Social Council, and the primary venue where Indigenous Peoples sit as near-peers to the international community, a very rare opportunity. At this Forum, Indigenous Peoples of the world can engage in international diplomacy, make recommendations regarding remedies to issues in their communities, address UN agencies, and advance concerns of their tribal Nations to the world at large. 
The two-day Global Indigenous Women’s Caucus meeting is in preparation for the UNPFII. This Caucus is initiated, led and coordinated by Indigenous women leaders, and focuses on empowering Indigenous women in regard to human rights, diplomacy and international advocacy that enhance their knowledge base, help build linkages, amplify their voices, and further develop strategies that promote engagement in national and international fora.
Indigenous women and girls have historically enjoyed strong positions of leadership within our respective and diverse Indigenous communities and nations. However, the unrelenting and devastating effects of globalization and ongoing colonization of our homelands and hearts have not only critically eroded the power and status of Native women, but also, the accessibility to information, collaboration and collective work with other Indigenous women. Consequently, Indigenous women of the world face a tremendous barrier of inequity and their rightful places as contributing members of society and ongoing dialogue that impacts their lives, continues to be denied or eroded.
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