ITOH Community Graziers Common Initiative Group
THEME: ENVIRONMENT

COUNTRY: CAMEROON

SPONSOR: UNDP

PROJECT’S AREA OF FOCUS: Sustainable livestock protection and farm management in the Kilum Mountain Forest of Cameroon.

PROJECT NEEDS AND BENEFICIARIES: The Itoh Community Grazing Reserve is home to an exciting pilot initiative aimed at reducing the negative economic impacts imposed by a ban on resource use, by local people, in the Kilum Mountain Forest of Cameroon.

This project also aims at improving the efficiency of the resource use in the Itoh region and the co-management, by the surrounding villages, of a judicious system of crops and livestock integration.  This system works to effectively limit farmer/graziers conflicts, improve livestock production and increase the quality of livelihoods of the local population.
ACTIVITIES: The activities include:

· Construction of an external fence around the community grazing area in order to prevent livestock from invading neighboring farms.

· Subdivision of grazing lands into paddocks for cattle, goat and sheep to better enable animal graze in a sustainable rotational system.  This system has also allowed improvement of pasture-lands using improved forage species and construction of sheep and goat stables.

· Construction of a water supply system for both the human and livestock population, that allows protection of the local watershed using appropriate tree species.  

· Construction of livestock production infrastructure to better facilitate sustainable management of herds.

· Planting of over 30 000 multipurpose tree species, some of them having medicinal properties for the human population (for example, Pijum africana) and some for cattle, goat and bee feeding.

· Capacity building at the level of the beneficiary population in modern livestock rearing techniques, pasture improvement, nursery establishment, ethno-veterinary practices, and the use of oxen for farming. Beneficiaries have also been trained in sustainable farm management. 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES:

Reduced poverty through the improvement of incomes.  This will be achieved via the distribution of the proceeds of sustainable resource use, made possible through various components of the initiative. 

Improved ecosystem health and sustainability.  This will be achieved through improved livestock management techniques and the planting of multipurpose tree species in the Itoh grazing area.

Over the coming years, this project hopes to achieve their vision of holistic development, melding efforts to conserve biodiversity and reduce poverty.


MESSAGE FROM THE PROJECT: The Project has had a significant impact on biodiversity, thanks mainly to the use of collaborative techniques and approaches to enhance and revitalize the local landscape.

