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Background

Vietnam has experienced rapid industrialization and urbanization in recent years. Along with this process, the number of road traffic crashes in Vietnam has been escalating dramatically due to the increase of transportation options, increased numbers of motor vehicles, and mobility of the workforce. Studies have shown a steady and positive correlation between traffic injury and the social-economic development of Vietnam and at this time, road traffic injury is a leading cause of fatal and non-fatal injuries here. 
  

Motorbikes make up approximately 95 percent of vehicles on the roads in Vietnam and the data from the Vietnam National Traffic Safety Committee (NTSC) states that there were approximately 31 million motorbikes in 2010, doubling over the past five years.
Official statistics indicate that in 2010 road traffic crashes in Vietnam caused 11,060 deaths. According to the Vietnam Ministry of Health, in 2009, there were 495,099 traffic accidents which led to 36,412 serious brain injuries. On a daily basis this statistic means that an average 1,356 people are involved in road traffic crashes, 30 of which are fatal. Every year, approximately 4,100 fatalities are those under the age of 19, devastating the hopes and dreams of families across the country.

Legislation in 2007 made adult helmet use mandatory, raising helmet compliance rate to over 90%. AIP Foundation estimates that this law and its enforcement have resulted in more than 6,000 road crash fatalities prevented over three years.
 Legislative progress has also been made for child helmet use: the government enacted Decree 34 in May 2010, mandating that all over the age of 6 years wear helmets while riding on a motorbike. This legislation has the potential to save many lives and prevent many injuries, but child helmet use remains low. Stopping the epidemic-level of road crash fatalities and injuries will require support from the government, private sector, nongovernmental organizations and community leaders.
Who We Are

The Asia Injury Prevention Foundation’s mission is to impart life-saving road traffic knowledge and skills, and to mobilize resources around the world to curb road traffic crash fatalities and injuries. AIP Foundation’s success is the result of programs that bring the private sector, non-profits, and governments together to take direct action for road safety. AIP Foundation is a U.S.-registered 501(c)(3) non-profit with offices in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; Bangkok, Thailand; and Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 


In 2009, AIP Foundation established the Global Helmet Vaccine Initiative, a coalition driven to put ‘a helmet on every head in the Decade of Action for Road Safety’.  On the country-level, the Vietnam Helmet Vaccine Initiative brings together committed road safety stakeholders in Vietnam. As the lead nongovernmental organization of VHVI, AIP Foundation garners support, builds collaborations, and catalyzes action for road safety within government, private sector, other nongovernmental organizations, and community partners.

Our Solution

AIP Foundation’s goal is to reduce the number of fatalities, serious brain trauma, and injury due to road traffic crashes. We take a multi-pronged approach.

1. School-based education programs
· Helmets for Kids is more than a helmet donation program, instilling the importance of helmet use and traffic safety in children, teachers, and parents.

· Safe Routes to School combines traffic safety lessons with engineering improvements to ensure students can travel to and from school safely.

· Click on Safety is an e-Learning initiative that gives children an interactive and creative online environment in which to learn about road traffic safety.

2. Public awareness education

· Reaching all walks of life, we use television commercials, billboards, and other mass media to promote helmet use. In the past, we produced several well-received television commercials to improve helmet compliance rates in preparation for the mandatory helmet law in 2007 and amendment in 2010 (No Excuses TVC and Rush Hour TVC).

· Now, we aim to make child helmet use a social norm in Vietnam by increasing compliance to 80% by 2014. AIP Foundation is bringing together road safety stakeholders through the Vietnam Helmet Vaccine Initiative to collaborate on this project valued at over 2 million USD.
3. Monitoring and evaluation

· We report on the results of each of our school-based programs and public awareness interventions. Thus, we can continue to adapt our programs and disseminate best practices.

4. Technical assistance

· Our expertise in road safety has aided Vietnam’s development of helmet standards and helmet use legislation. In fact, we helped to develop the current traffic safety curriculum used by all primary schools in Vietnam. 
5. Protec helmet assembly factory

· Built by AIP Foundation in 2002, Protec provides high-quality and affordable helmets to Vietnam and abroad. In a true public-private partnership, revenue from Protec supports AIP Foundation’s work. Protec is committed to employing the physically disabled.
How to Support
As lead nongovernmental organization of the Vietnam Helmet Vaccine Initiative, AIP Foundation is developing a comprehensive three year public awareness campaign with the goal of making child helmet use a social norm in Vietnam. In the first phase, AIP Foundation aims to raise child helmet use by 20% from baseline in target areas in Hanoi, Danang, and Ho Chi Minh City. By 2014, the joined interventions of VHVI partners will raise child helmet use to 80% nationwide. AIP Foundation invites private sector donors to join the Vietnam Helmet Vaccine Initiative, and actively participate in the campaign’s development.
Activities throughout 2011 include:

1. Pre-campaign studies of helmet and helmet use attitudes and behavior by a third-party institute, Vietnam National University
2. Production, implementation, and management of campaign activities may include
i. National broadcast television commercials (TVC), reaching a large target audience with the meaningful and memorable message on child helmet use
ii. Outdoor communications, such as billboards, road signs, posters, and leaflets conferring life-saving information on the benefits and myths about child helmets
iii. Press conferences, print and online articles, using the press to reach the public and inform them of VHVI activities
iv. Community outreach activities, such as live outdoor concerts, road shows, informational sessions with health professionals
v. Celebrity participation and endorsement, give the public safe road user role models
vi. Agency-directed education, imparting knowledge on child helmet use benefits and legislation to health professionals, teachers, traffic police, and community leaders
3. Post-campaign studies, evaluating the efficacy of the first phase and guiding development of subsequent phases of the child helmet use campaign





















� Report to UNICEF on the Vietnam Multi-center Injury Survey; Editors Linnan, MJ; Pham, CV; Le, LC; Le, PN; Le, AV; Hanoi School of Public Health; March 2003. 


� AIP Foundation calculated this estimation based on data from NTSC from 2003 to 2010 on fatalities and motorcycle registration.





