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                                                Message

Our senior citizens deserve love, care and protection from the younger 

generation. There is a need to inspire children to take care of their ageing 

parents. The elders should be reciprocated with affection and care so that 

they can feel secure and enjoy life with dignity.

A Special Day of Celebration to remember our elder citizens is important. I 

congratulate Dignity Foundation for starting this concept and helping in 

taking care of senior citizens.

A P J Abdul Kalam

(signed)

New Delhi

September 19, 2002 
      This lines below to be delete Amruta/Neha/Anarkali

  Addressed to Headmasters/Headmistresses of Schools . customize the phone numbers as you want
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October 1 – U.N’s World Elders Day – is celebrated by Dignity Foundation as a day when every child in India will bond with its parents/grandparents and take a vow:

“I will protect your security with dignity”

Dignity Foundation, an organisation working for the welfare of older persons, is witness to the rampant presence of Elder Abuse, neglect and abandonment. Elders are not only lonely, depressed and isolated from the mainstream, but their vulnerability is rapidly exploited by their own children, domestic helps, landlords and neighbours, and anti-social elements. Through application of Social Work techniques, psychological counselling and other relief measures, Dignity Foundation seeks to provide solutions to elders free of cost. Dignity Foundation is a charitable institution. 

There is no substitute to children taking care of their own parents. This is where we come to educational institutions, and we request your cooperation in promoting in the minds of children the need to take care of ageing parents.

Suraksha Bandhan is conceived as that new route. Year after year Suraksha Bandhan will be celebrated through schools and colleges reaching out to millions of children.

In the hands of the “Children’s President”, Dr A P J Abdul Kalam, Dignity Foundation has the unique honour of having launched Suraksha Bandhan all over the country in 2002. His message to the nation is enclosed.

To celebrate Suraksha Bandhan 2004 we will be happy to supply you free of charge:

1.SURASKSHA BANDHAN BANDS – please let us know how many you want. You may ask your students to buy from you at Re 1 per band. A student can buy any number of bands. The proceeds of the sale may please be donated to an Old Age Home in your locality. You can make a project out of children visiting the Old Age Home year after year with this donation.

2. SURAKSHA BANDHAN WRITE-ON POSTERS – We will also send alongwith the bands, the Write-On posters which you can put on public display, and ask students to write their message to their grandparents. The best of such messages can be sent by you to Dignity Foundation. The best message will be published  in the magazine Dignity Dialogue with the photograph of the student.

Dignity Foundation offices: Mumbai 23898079, 23841845, 23814356 Fax 23898082; Chennai 26473165; Kolkata 24764288; Jamshedpur 2283444. Delhi: 0124-5051142

Email: dignity@vsnl.com; Website: http://www.dignityfoundation .com

Suraksha Bandhan

A Concept Note

To launch October 1 – U.N’s World Elders Day -- as a day when very child in India will bond with its parents/grandparents and take a vow:

“I will protect your security with dignity”

Background

In cities where there are chapters, Dignity Foundation is witness to the rampant presence of the phenomenon of Elder Abuse, neglect and abandonment. Elders are not only lonely, depressed and isolated from the mainstream, but their vulnerability is rapidly exploited by their own children, domestic helps, landlords and neighbours, and other anti-social elements.

Dignity Helpline receives calls from elders and their well-wishers relating their gruesome stories of torture, harassment and denial of legitimate rights of senior citizens in their own families. Manned by professionally qualified Social Workers and Counsellors, the Helplines offer immediate counselling and follow-up services at the homes of the senior citizen. Ranging from psychological and emotional support and family counselling, Helplines offer police assistance, legal redressals, reconciliation techniques, and even an in-house “court hearing” where professional counsel to the aggrieved parties are delivered free of cost. In a special Reconciliation Forum, retired judges and IPS officers hear out cases and offer solutions to the parties in conflict.

There is no substitute to children taking care of their own parents. Dignity Foundation therefore wants to promote in the minds of children the need to take care of ageing parents.

Suraksha Bandhan is conceived as that new route. Year after year Suraksha Bandhan will be celebrated through schools reaching out to millions of children.

We now have as Head of state , President of India, Dr A P J Abdul Kalam,

reaching out to children of India with love, care and hope. In the hands of the President, Dignity Foundation had the unique honour of launching Suraksha Bandhan in 2002 all over the country. Dignity Foundation, being an NGO, has limited financial capacity to reach the millions of children and parents. But a beginning is being made with support from the President of India.
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