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PATHWAYS Leadership for Progress is an international educational assistance and leadership training program, presently working in Kenya, that:

· Awards university scholarships to economically disadvantaged youth in developing countries (AIDS orphans, women, others);

· Provides mentoring to shepherd motivated students who want to improve their countries;

· Builds tomorrow’s leaders by supporting projects in their own communities; and

· Offers an ongoing support network.

PATHWAYS belief is that people in developing countries know well the problems they have and know best how to approach solving them; and that hands-on community involvement builds leaders. PATHWAYS  selects promising secondary school graduates based on need, academic performance, recommendations and a written insightful and practical project idea about how to make life better in their own country. PATHWAYS then assists them with university expenses and offers the opportunity for students to apply for modest annual awards ($500) to help them move their projects forward. In-country mentors assist the students with their project plans and with other aspects of life.  Regular contact among the Scholars and annual meetings foster a cohesive mutually supportive network. 

Our mission is not only to a provide college education but also to prepare PATHWAYS students so they are equipped to be leaders for tomorrow.

We are presently seeking to support three PATHWAYS scholars on this Global Giving site, along with their ongoing projects.   The featured scholars are described below:

PATHWAYS Scholar #1

Nafisa Ayuka is from a one-parent family with 7 brothers and sisters, being the only one able to complete secondary school. She is studying Education at the University of Nairobi. Her project is to help girls in her village learn to make reusable sanitary pads.  Having these sanitary products reduces absenteeism among the girls and helps them complete their education.  The project is also used as an income generating activity. Nafisa states “..I am ready to rise up to the occasion and be on the forefront in revolutionizing my community and subsequently, my state. I have the zeal to improve the lives of many so that they do not have to undergo the same difficulties I have had to encounter.”

Specific Project Objectives 
1. To supply sanitary towels monthly to fifteen girls who have joined the group.

2. To empower the girls and women through their active involvement in project activities. 

3. To intensify HIV/AIDS awareness amongst the group and the community at large.

4. To enlighten women on different business ideas including re-usable sanitary towels for sale.

University of Nairobi fees per year: $1000

Community Project Budget

	Item
	Total Cost US$

	Flannel  Cotton 
	150

	Cotton material 
	150

	Washable paper  
	50

	Lining 
	50

	Sewing machine
	100

	Total
	500


PATHWAYS Scholar #2

Dennis Mutwiri was brought up by a single mother, who sadly passed away in 2006 making him responsible for his siblings.  Paying school fees was always a challenge for him, yet he managed to complete his high school education. The lack of rainfall in Dennis’s village has had a devastating effect on the soil and farm production.  A major contributor to this problem is deforestation activities.  Dennis plans to address this issue by starting a village tree nursery to conserve two local water catchment areas as well as introducing solar panels to generate energy and as an income generating activity. His group of 15 members already has 3000 seedlings in place and is expecting a profit.  Dennis will be studying Economics and Statistics at the University of Nairobi.  Dennis says, “My lifetime goal is to help the less fortunate community members.”

Specific Project Objectives 

1. To conserve the environment through tree planting for sustainable development.
2. Provide solar panels at subsidized cost to the community members and sell them to provide income. The solar energy can be used for charging small electronics (radios, cell phones) and lighting. 
University of Nairobi fees per year: $1000

Community Project Budget

	Item
	Total Cost US$

	Soil tubes
	10

	Tree seedlings
	40

	Watering can
	100

	Small solar panels
	350

	Total
	500


PATHWAYS Scholar #3

Michael Murigi was born to poor parents and often had to skip grade school to work in nearby coffee farms to earn money for clothes and school supplies. Because of the current lack of food in his village and insufficient rains, Michael’s proposed project is to encourage the planting of cassava in his village.  Cassava is an indigenous crop that is fast growing and well adapted to the dry environment and local plant diseases.  The starch filled roots can be used like potatoes or ground into flour, while the leaves can be used like spinach. He believes adding cassava as an alternative crop can increase food security and increase income among the villagers.  Michael will be studying Economics at the University of Nairobi. Michael states, “It is shameful that in the 21st century economic activities are almost halted due to hunger.”

Specific Project Objectives 
1. Reduce food shortage through the adoption of cassava as an alternative food crop.

2. To sell the cassava to provide a source of income.

3. To engage youth in the economic development of the community.

University of Nairobi fees per year: $1000

Community Project Budget

	Item
	Total Cost US$

	Mill to grind cassava


	300

	Cassava cuttings


	50

	Land rent


	100

	Farm tools


	50

	Total
	500


 PATHWAYS HISTORY
PATHWAYS was started in Kenya in 2005 with the awarding of three scholarships, thus has been operating for more than 5 years. Our first class of three scholars has graduated, including a medical school graduate, as has one additional scholar enrolled in 2006.  The graduates maintain an active role with the organization and have been successful obtaining employment and/or continuing their education.  Currently, there are 12 scholars enrolled in various majors at the University of Nairobi.  The current scholars (and the graduates) have all initiated and developed successful projects spanning a range of activities including education (community schools), the environment (tree planting, solar power), income generation to strengthen the community (farming) and targeted projects (tutoring, provision of sanitary towels to help keep girls in school).  In all of the projects the local community plays an active role in conceiving and implementing the projects. In achieving this success to date, we are particularly indebted to the PATHWAYS personnel in Kenya who have made the program work on the ground level; the Vice President for Kenya, Dr. Mbaabu Mathiu, the student coordinator and mentor, Catherine Kaimenyi, and the Outreach Coordinator and alumni, Monicah Wairumi. Our goal is to expand the program, building on the success already achieved, with the ultimate objective of building future leaders.

