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INTRODUCTION 

With support from Global Giving, Platform for labour Action is currently supporting 37 girls with school lunch, scholastic materials and physiological support in all aspects of their lives. The girls go to government owed schools, the schools includeLira primary school, Lira Modern primary school, Lira police primary school, Ambalal primary school, Elia Olet primary school, V.H. Public primary school, Ojwina primary school, Starch Factory primary school, Lango Quran primary school, King James primary school, Railways primary school, Adyel primary school, Canon Lawrence primary school, Lira Parents’ primary school and Sir Samuel Joe nursery and primary school.

“Educate 200 War and HIV/AIDS Orphaned Ugandan Girls” is a project that has given 37 girls to hope a better future through education, despite the hardships endured due to the absence of their biological parents who they lost either to HIV/AIDS or the 21 years long LRA rebel war. These are children who have been supported in the year 2012. In the period of October December PLA spent USD 749 towards supporting beneficiaries.  
Below is a detailed account of these project activities carried out in October, November and December 2012. 
SCHOOL VISITS

In this quarter as the beneficiaries prepared for their end of year examinations. 11 school visits that were made to: Lira primary school, Lira Modern Primary school, Sir Samuel Joe nursery and primary school, Lira Police primary school, Ambalal primary school, Lira parents’ primary school, Lango Quran Primary school, Starch Factory primary school, Adyel primary school V.H Public school and Railways primary school. 

During these visits PLA Program Assistant Lira Susan Ejang discussed the beneficiaries’ welfare with the teachers and school administration and asked them to contact PLA Lira office in case of emergencies.

HOME MONITORING VISITS 

8 home monitoring visits were made in this period to different girls including Akello Susan who is in primary 5 at Starch Factory primary school, Ocida Harriet who is primary 7 at Modern Primary school, Ajwamg Monica who is in primary 5 at Adyel Primary school, Awor Asha who is in primary 5 at  Lira police primary school, Ayugi Ketty who is in  primary 5 at  Lira modern primary school, Nebila Kabdija who is in primary 5 at Lango Quran primary school, Rebbeca Akot who is primary 7 at VH Public school and Racheal Odyek who is in primary 7 at Ambalal primary school.

The visits were made to monitor the girls conditions while at home and to also talk and discuss with their guardians their dreams and how they can help the beneficiaries improve their living standards in future. The girls also shared with PLA program assistant activities that they hoped to carry out during the holidays, they includedhelping their guardians in the gardens and house hold chores.

COUNSELLING

During the quarter, PLA Program Assistant Lira Susan Ejang talked to and counseled 23 girls, during the sessions; the girls shared their life experiences and dreams. Some of the girls were also able to share their end of year results. 

All girls were promoted to the next class expect Susan Akello who due to the hardships at home was unable to perform to her expectations. Therefore she will repeat primary five at the same school in Starch Factory primary school. 

WISHES OF SUCCESS

During this quarter we sent success cards to 11 beneficiaries who were seating their primary Leaving Examinations.

The cards were meant to encourage and strengthen the beneficiaries during their examinations. 

“I felt like someone was watching over me when I sat in the examination room, I was so happy to receive the success card from Platform for Labour Action,” mentioned Ouni Fiona who sat her examinations at Ojwina primary school.
 Others beneficiaries Amule Doreen and Acan Zaitun also felt blessed since those were the only wishes they got during the examinations period. 

At the end of January 2013, the girls will receive their results which will determine if the girls are to move to the next level of their education, secondary school.The girls who sat their examinations were Amule Doreen, Ouni Fiona, Odyek Rachel Sitina Amuge, Atai Sandra, Akot Rebecca, Awor Faith, Acan Zaitun, Awio Cindrella, Rita Nadudu and Ocida Harriet.

BENEFICIARIES’ STORIES 

KAIJA NEBILA

11 years old Nebila sat her primary 5 examinations and came in the 2nd position out of 46 pupils in her class. She has been promoted to primary six at Lango Quran Primary School.
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Face picture of PLA beneficiary Nebila Kadija 

Born to the late Abdu Mubrak and the late Nima Sauda, Nebila is currently under the care of Rehema, her paternal aunty.

Her father Adbu died in 2007 of HIV/AIDS and later the mother in 2009. Rehema has since taken care of Nebila and her siblings.  

Nebila studies at Lango Quran primary school and her favorite subjects are English and mathematics, in which she scored 79 and 55 respectively. 

“I want to become a nurse in future, that way I can work in the hospital and help the sick,” mentioned Nebila. 

According to the teachers at Nebila’s school, Nebila has great potential. “She is a very active girl who participates in class and does all her class work on time,” mentioned one of Nebila’s teacher Othieno. 
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Picture showing one of Nebila school teachers as he talked to her during the school monitoring visit at Lango Quran primary school

Despite the hard conditions at home, Nebila has enough time to read her books and play.

“After washing dishes and cleaning the house, my aunty allows me to go and play with my friends at times we play a game called ‘becoming a teacher with my friends, here each of us tries to teach the others about what we have learnt at school,” narrated Nebila. 

“During this holiday, am going to be studying Arabic at the main mosque here in Lira, they are also teaching us how to pray,” mentioned Nebila.
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PLA program assistant Susan Ejang talking to Nebila Kabija during the school monitoring visit at Lango Quran Primary school.

Nebila’s village is in a district called Kanungu.

“I just know that, that is where my village is but I have never been there, I have grown up in Lira and this where I call home,” mentioned Nebila.

“We have been in Lira for long now, Nebila was born and raised here, this is her home,” explained Rehema (Nebila’s Aunty).

“Am so happy for the things that Platform for Labour Action has done for me this year. They gave me all the things I needed for school such as school lunch. I pray that the people who send me this help continue to help so that I can be successful in life,” expressed Nebila. 

AYUGI KETTY

14 years old Ketty was born to the late John Okello and the late Madilina Apio.

Ketty’s parents both died during the war by kony in a fire in 2002. 

Now under the care of her Disabled uncle Benson Okech, Ketty works hard to help her uncle in all ways. Sometimes she washes the neigbours’ clothes to get money. 
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Face picture of PLA beneficary Ketty Ayugi

“I didn’t perform to my best this term, I was sick most of the time, though I still manged to get promoted to the primary six, I will prove my ability to perform better in beginning of term examionations in first term next year,” explained Ketty. 

Ketty studies at Lira modern primary school and according to her teachers she is a humble girl who simply needs to read her books more often than she does to perform much better. 
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PLA program assistant Susan Ejang talking to Ketty during the home monitoring visit. 

Ketty’s favorite subject is mathematics and her dream is to become an accountant and possibly work in a bank. 

Ketty also enjoys playing foot ball, “playing football is fun at school in my team of girls we are able to beat boys when playing,” excitedly mentioned Ketty.

During this school holiday, Ketty will help her grandmother in the gardens in a place called Amoto in Agago district. 

“We are going to dig and grow cassava, I will get back to Lira when school is about to begin,” explained Ketty. 

“Platform for Labour Action has helped me a lot this year, they have talked to me and I have learnt a lot on how to keep clean, I am grateful and my wish is for God to continue providing the donors and PLA so that I attain my dreams one day”, expressed Ketty. 

OCIDA HARRIET 


 16 years old Harriet was born to Okech Alferd and the late Mary. She is currently living in the care of Pauline Awnca.
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Face picture of PLA beneficiary Harriet Ocida 

Harriet lost her mother to HIV/AIDS after she was born, unlucky for her; she never got to meet her father either though she has been told several stories about him including his name.

Harriet got tested to confirm her status but was found HIV negative. “This made me happy, I didn’t want to die young,” said Harriet.

“I feel bad that I never got a chance to meet either of my parents, I don’t even know how it feels to have a mother’s love,” sadly mentioned Harriet.

Harriet is one of the girls that PLA identified at the beginning of this year; she has been able to seat her primary leaving examination at Lira Modern Primary School with the support that the donors send through Platform for Labour Action.

“My aunty was struggling a lot and because of that, I was not sure that I would be able to seat my Primary Leaving Examinations, I am so happy that Platform for Labour Action helped me to finally get to this level of my education,” said happily Harriet.
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PLA Program Assistant talking to Harriet during the home monitoring visit
“In my mocks examination I scored 24 aggregates but I improved in the Pre Primary Leaving Examinations, and scored 18 aggregates. I am so sure that in Primary Leaving Examinations I will get a first grade,” excitedly mentioned Harriet.

Harriet plans to join Iceme girls’ senior secondary School in Kole district next year with the continued support from the project. 
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PLA program assistant talking to Harriet’s aunty about Hthe need to support her both at home and school 

 “My dream is to become a nurse. I want to reduce on the number of people that die every day. I believe that they die because they are not given special treatment, I will give that to people,” explained Harriet. 

During the holidays Harriet plans to help her aunty with house chores and brew alcohol since that’s what she does for survival. “She used to give me time to read so now that I am on school break, I will help her so that we can make more money which she can use to buy me things like clothes and sanitary pads,” explained Harriet. 

APOLOT MERCY 

14 years old Mercy was born to the late Ewalu Joseph and the late Agwado Monday.

She is currently under the care of Opila Emmanuel a peasant farmer in Anai oki in Lira Sub County.
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Face picture of PLA beneficiary Apolot Mercy 

“I relocated to Lira after my uncle picked me from home since no one there seemed to care about me. He said he would help me but his wife made it difficult for me after I had come to Lira. She said that he had to take care of their own children and because of that, I had to help so much in the garden to be able to go to school,” narrated Mercy.

Mercy has been promoted to primary seven and she hopes that with the support from the project she will be able to achieve her dream of becoming a teacher. 

“I love math, I would love to teach it one day to other children, I actually try to teach my uncle’s children during the holidays and the weekends. I am happy when am doing this,” mentioned Mercy. 
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A PLA beneficiary listening to PLA program assistant during the school visit

Mercy has 7 other siblings that are in their village in Orungo near Orungo primary school in Amuria district. This holiday mercy has planned to go to her village to help out her sisters and brothers in the gardens.

“Since the holiday is very long, I have asked my uncle to take me to the village so that am able to help out my sisters, I love working in the garden especially when we are in groups, we are going to be growing cassava and ground nuts,” explained Mercy.

“I am glad that PLA chose to support me in my education and guide me in my everyday life, I feel good when ever I see someone from PLA, because it always makes me feel at ease, I also thank the donors for the support that they send us,” concluded Mercy.

Mercy is one of PLA beneficiaries who will seat her primary leaving examinations in 2013.
AKWI LYN PATIENCE 

13 year old Lynn was born to the late Ewalu Joseph and the late Agwado Monday, she is the younger sister to Mercy, also a PLA beneficiary. 

She is under the care of her uncle Opila Emmanuel.

Opila earns a living as a peasant farmer and with his own family of 7 with addition of 4 more children, it has made it hard for him to cater for their education.

“At times I feel like food is enough and they should forego education, but this is also important, that’s why I have been telling them to work extra hard so that there is extra money to pay at the schools, but it’s hard,” sadly mentioned Opila.

For her school needs to be met, Lynn has to work extra hard in the garden 
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Face picture showing PLA beneficiary Lynn

 “Before I go to school, we first join our uncle in the garden and by time I get to class I am too tried to concentrate on what the teacher is saying,” lamented Lynn.

“For the children to have fees and food they all have to work, if they don’t work, then it becomes hard for me to feed them, cause am also weak now,” mentions Opila.

Despite the fact that Lynn has been promoted to primary six, she says that she doesn’t concentrate much in class because her brain is too tried.

“Even though I go through all that hardship, I still try to read my books. At least this term I was able to score 17th position in a class of 30 pupils, I promise to try and concentrate more,” explained Lynn.

“Am happy that I now get lunch at school. It has made it much better for me. I don’t have go on with an empty stomach for the whole day at school,” excitedly mentioned. 
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 PLA Program Assistant talking to PLA beneficiary Lynn during the school visit

PLA is going to continue talking to Lyn’s guardian concerning the kind of work that he lets her carry out while at home especially if she is supposed to be in school or revise her books.

“I am grateful for the support that PLA has given me such as scholastic materials and lunch at school. I pray that they can also provide me with a school uniform next year, my uncle says he doesn’t have money to buy me a school uniform,” mentioned Lynn.  

SUSAN AKELLO 

15 years old Susan was born to the late Akullu Rose and the Otyama Alfred. She now in the care of her guardian Akullo Silvia in a place called Starch factory in Lira Municipality. 

Susan is one of PLA beneficiaries who was selected this year. She is orphaned and she is being subjected to a lot of work which has hindered her performance at in class.
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Face picture of PLA beneficiary Susan Akello 

“The first thing that I do in the morning is light firewood for processing alcohol, I then wash dishes, clean the house and prepare myself to go to school. By then it’s already 7:30am and am late for school. After school I do the same thing and on top of cooking food, I have to serve customers alcohol. I don’t like doing this but I have no choice since this is where all the money comes from,” explained Susan.
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Picture above shows a brewing factory the kind of work that Susan a PLA beneficiary has to carry before and after school.  Unfortunately, due to poverty, some of the children in this village are involved brewing alcohol.  

When PLA consulted Susan’s guardian on this issue, she denied saying that the only time that Susan helps brew is over the weekends. Susan’s school teachers believe that there is a problem at home and “if this problem is not dealt with, then Susan will not improve at school,” mentioned one of Susan’s Class teachers Brenda Atieno.

Susan is interested in school and because of that, she has agreed to repeat primary five so that she can perform better to get promoted to the next class.

Since her guardian has agreed to give Susan enough time to read her books and associate with her friends, we believe she will perform better in school. 

“I will read my books in the evening and early in the morning before I go to school so that I can get better grades. I will also consult with my teacher so that am able to under the topic that has been taught,” explained Susan. 
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PLA program assistant talking to both Susan and her aunty who subjects her to all kinds of work 

 “I would like to become a nurse when I finish school. I want to be able to make a difference in people’s lives as they are in the hospital, so that I can give them hope of life,” happily mentioned Susan. 

Susan is also an athlete at school. She loves playing games such as netball.

I would like to thank Platform for Labour Action for the support that they have given me through counseling and education. It is a relief to my guardian. I am glad that am being supported and that I can study,” mentioned Susan.

CHALLENGE  

Some of the beneficiaries like Susan Akello continue to face a big challenge at home since they have limited time to read books as well as time to play. At home Susan has to brew alcohol early in the morning before she goes to school and late in the evening after school in addition to serving customers; cooking food and washing this has posed a big threat in her future education as her performance in school has become poor. Susan will need to join boarding school if she is to improve.

CONCLUSION 

This year 2012 has seen a number of girls gain courage and hope for a better future and they have learnt a number of things including the importance of education, public etiquette, personal hygiene and sanitation. The girls have continued to receive assistance in dealing with their traumatic past through physiological support that PLA staff provides.

The girls have promised to focus on what lies ahead of them other than the pain of their past experience. 

PLA will continue supporting the beneficiaries with scholastic materials, school lunch, and counseling.

