LOCATION: LIRA DISTRICT NORTHERN UGANDA

REPORT PERIOD: QUARTERLY REPORT FOR MONTHS APRIL-JUNE 2011

INTRODUCTION
There are currently 31 beneficiaries that are benefiting from the global giving project. Out of the 31 beneficiaries, 8 are in secondary school, one in vocational and 22 are in primary schools mainly in lira district. The schools that the children go to include Almond college, Saviors secondary school, Bulluge secondary school, Railways primary school, Erute primary school, Ireda primary school, lira primary school, Elia Olet primary school, V.H public school, Lango Quran primary school, Alini secondary school, Wiobyek primary school, Akia primary school and St Augustine vocational lira and Kira College Butiki a school in Jinja district. Though lira is soon to recover from the war that lasted for 21 years, there are still pressing issues like education and health which need to be addressed.
ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN

During this quarter (April, May and June), the following activities were undertaken: 
1. Monitoring Visits
Monitoring visits involve face-to-face interaction in different settings. They happen both at school with the children and at home, with both the children and their families. During the period, all 31 beneficiaries were visited. Of the 31 visits, 5 were home visits while all the beneficiaries were visited at school. In the home visits children like Atai Sandra, Apio Susan, Acen Jennifer Acio Lonna and Aciro Fibby were visited while 26 school visits were made to different schools that the beneficiaries go to that is Adyel primary school, Saviors secondary school, Erute primary school, V.H public school, police primary school Wiobyek primary school., Elia Olet primary school, Railways primary school, Lira primary school, Aduku road primary school and Ireda primary school. During the visits, discussions were held with them, their guardians and teachers.  The main aim of undertaking this was to explore mechanisms and avenues to support children to improve upon their school performance as well as their own growth and development on the whole. 
During the visits, it was observed that, many guardians have changed their attitude towards the education and lives of the beneficiaries as shared. For example, Loy’s teacher raised concern about her concentration in the previous terms. Loy revealed that she could not concentrate in class because she worked hard and for long, slept late and yet had to wake up early to walk to school on time. “Being the youngest at my grandmother’s home, I have been given the responsibility of carrying out the other house chores so I sleep so late and yet I have to wake up early, that is why I used to sleep in class,” narrated Loy during the school visit. 

Following several visits to her school and home, and counseling sessions, her teacher, Mr. Daniel Erom narrated, “From your last visit, Loy has improved in her concentration in class. Currently, she participates in class.” In her own words Loy says, “I stay with my grandmother in Adwekwok village. She always tells me to read hard so that I may not become poor in future.”  This indicates a positive change in the attitudes of the guardian. Loy adds, “I thank Platform for Labour Action and the donors from all over the world for supporting me stay in school.” Your support will enable Loy continue through school.
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On the left is the picture showing Atai Sandra P.7 of lira primary school as she received their books from the field officer and on the right is a group photo of the beneficiaries who had received their scholastic materials together with the PLA field officer Susan Ejang
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On the left is the picture of benfeficaries Susan Apio and her twin sister Acen Jenffier S1 of Almond college lira while they were at lira field office
Through the counseling support to the families, guardians have got more involved in their children’s education. For example, Atai Sandra’s guardian who over the years has observed progress in Sandra’s performance is now willing to find her a home teacher to help her with Science and Math to enable her excel in her Primary Leaving Examinations this year. She held the 59th position out of 96 pupils in the term between October to December 2010 and was 42nd in the term January to March 2011.

As a follow up to the July – September report of 2010, then 16-year old, now 17 year-old Eunice Abeja was requesting PLA to continue supporting her to accomplish her dream of becoming a nurse. Through the contribution of the donors, Eunice who is now in secondary school, appreciates the intervention and notes, “Platform has helped me a lot especially now that am in secondary school, I really appreciate their efforts and I pray that God will richly bless the donors too for the support they always send me.” Your continued support will enable her achieve her dream. 
STORY OF AKWERO LOY

11 years old Loy is now in Primary four at Railways primary school. “From your last visit, Loy has improved in her concentration in class said Erom Daniel, loy’s math teacher. “I stay with my grandmother in adwekwok, village, she always tells me to read hard so that I may not become poor in future” says Loy. “I thank Platform for labour action and the Donors from whole over the world for supporting me stay in school,” said Loy. More visits have been planned to ensure improvement in Loy’s performance.
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On the left is the picture showing Erom Daniel math teacher and PLA beneficiary Akwero Loy of railway primary school and on the right is the picture showing PLA field officer and Akwero Loy PLA beneficiary during the school monitoring visit at railways primary school in lira district
HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE OF ABEJA EUNICE 


Eunice Abeja is currently in Form 2 at Sarvior secondary school Lira. “I stay with my Uncle Obura Tom who has been supporting me since my parents passed on as the result of the war,” she says. “Platform has helped me a lot especially now that am in secondary school, I really appreciate their efforts and I pray that God will richly bless the donors too for the support they always send me,” she adds. 
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On the left is the picture of beneficiary Eunice Abeja as she stood next to platform for labour action sign post after receiving her scholastic materials and on the right is a group photo of the beneficiaries with their scholastic materials at the office of platform for labour action lira office. 

2. Provision of Scholastic Materials for Children
On 20th May 2011, beneficiaries were able to receive their scholastic materials. The scholastic materials that the beneficiaries received included books, mathematical set, rubbers, ruler, graph books and pencils. The scholastic materials are of great help to the children as they enable them have organized work hence being able to refer but to it in times of revision. The mathematical sets for instance are of help especially to the Primary seven beneficiaries such as Atai Sandra and Aguti Dorine in their math examination where they have to draw angles and use rulers. 

Eunice was able to receive her scholastic materials for which to start with this second term at school. “This term since I have all that I need, I am going to concentrate more on studying than worrying of the teacher sending me out of class for not having a set and a graph book” excitedly mentioned Eunice.

APIO JENFFIER’S EXPERIENCE

Jennifer is now in S1 at Almond College in lira district.
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On the left is the picture showing PLA beneficiary Acen Jennifer and on the right is the Picture showing Jennifer with her Twin sister Apio Susan
“Am glad that I made it to secondary school especially because of the support and advice that I always got from Platform for labour Action said Jennifer.

“Am now in S1 and am going to perform my best to make you proud and to make a better future for myself. I still hope to become a nurse after my studies” further mentioned Jennifer
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On the left is the picture of some of the beneficiaries Akello margret S.4 of Okwang secondary school, Aguti Dorine P.7 of Aduku road primary school, Awor faith P.6 of V.H public school, Acen Jennifer S.1 of Almond college and Acio Patricia p.4 of Ojwina primary school after they had received their scholastic materials at PLA lira office while on the right is the picture showing the beneficiaries at PLA sign post after they had received their scholastic materials 

OBSERVATIONS

· Both guardians and teachers have become interested in especially the education and future of the beneficiaries. Beneficiaries like Aguti Dorine, Acen Jenffier, Apio Susan and Akot Rebbecca are now in the boarding section as combined effort of the guardians to see to it that the beneficiaries get to study hard without any interruptions.
CHALLENGE
The girls do not have Sanitary towels which are basic items that greatly contribute to the children’s stay in school. Sanitary pads are key for the girls’ hygiene and confidence to attend and stay in school. Five dollars can buy a girl sanitary pads that take her through the term of three months.
CONCLUSION

In this quarter, many guardians have showed a lot of interest in the education and personal lives of the beneficiaries, which has made it so easy for the children to easily discuss personal matters with them. PLA continues to provide for the beneficiaries needs especially in terms of education and counseling.  
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