SAVE 100 LIVES FROM LEAD POISONING IN ZAMBIA
PROJECT SUMMARY

OneWorld Africa plans to set up an information centre to educate children and young adults in the world’s 4th most polluted city, Kabwe, Zambia, on the dangers of the poisonous lead deposits left by the former mines in the city. 
PROJECT NEED AND BENEFICIARIES

The 92 years of unregulated mining and smelting activities in Kabwe have left 300,000 human lives at risk of numerous diseases due to lead poisoning and a contaminated environment. Children playing in the dirt and swimming in the contaminated water from the former mines have been diagnosed with brain damage, reduced IQ, and learning disability, while the young adults who scavenge in the mines for left over bits of lead to sell for their livelihood usually end up with a damaged central nervous system, increased blood pressure and damaged kidneys.
One World Africa cannot just express dismay and sympathy as children and adults expose their fragile bodies to lead poisoning. We endeavor to circulate information using the information centre and to sensitize not only the children and young adults, but extend to the community at large on the grave effects of lead poisoning and ultimately preserve lives, the vegetation, soil and the waterways in kabwe. 

In this toxic environment, Christine Mupika, barefooted and without any protective clothing, is just one of many, scavenging Kabwe's former open mines and old dump sites near the city centre every day for metals, lead, coal and zinc to sell by the roadside. Her high-risk occupation earns her about US$0.25 for 25kg of zinc and around $1.25 for the same quantity of coal; income derived from scrap metal sales depends on her bargaining abilities. She had this to say, "On three occasions I have been diagnosed with lumps in my chest, and pain in my joints  which doctors say are due to lead poisoning, and they always advise me to stop working here, but no one has ever given me any money or an education to do something else," said Mupika. "How do they honestly expect me to survive and take care of my children if I stop mining? I do this because I have no other means.

PROJECT ACTIVITIES

Opening up an information centre, provide rich information and material for educating the community; books, brochures, newspaper articles etc, prohibit children from playing in dirt and dust and field sensitization of parents on methods to prevent lead poisoning.
DONATION OPTIONS
 $10 – trains one person on the dangers of Lead Posoning
$50 - prints 300 brochures on prevention of lead poisoning to distribute to the community
$75 – pays transport and refreshment for 10 trainees to conduct an outreach on lead poisoning
$100 – pays monthly rent for the information centre
$250 – Hires medical officers to provide a one day free medical services to the community  

LONG TERM IMPACT
This project will help over 50,000 people aware of the dangers of lead poisoning. Through education, it will ultimately prevent the community from exposure to poisonous lead and eventually save not only the human lives but also the environment in Kabwe.
PROJECT FUNDING REQUESTED
30,000
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