I was in Ghana in July 2009, and spent time with Miriam visiting horse stables in Accra.  We brought treats for the horses, checked on their health and conditioning, and walked a few of the horses that we had permission to walk.  Many of the horses never get out of their stable—they spend most of their lives in the small space, with a window looking out at the grounds that they can’t reach.  Thanks to Miriam and the four women and Ghanaian groomers/stable staff who volunteer with her, Accra’s horses now get a little of the care and attention they crave……Karen  
Miriam needs: wormers, grooming tools, hoof care supplies, dietary supplements, joint, injury, and wound care products, fly repellants, etc.  She can put to good use, just about any product for horses that we can send her.  If you can donate supplies to Miriam’s Horse Care Project please contact Karen@animal-kind.org to arrange the donation.  Thank You!  
Ghana’s Forgotten Horses

By Miriam Imrie
Horses are expensive, delicate creatures. They need expert care and attention and can make big dents in even the fullest of wallets. It’s not hard to see why looking after these noble animals in West Africa, home to some of the world’s poorest countries, is an almost insurmountable task.
In Ghana there is a burgeoning equine community. There are racehorses, polo ponies, pleasure horses and working horses – but not all of them receive the care and attention they so desperately need and deserve. 
At one equine facility in Accra, horses which are too old or sick to be ridden suffer from terrible neglect including; untreated injuries, nutritional diseases, a general lack of care and severe emaciation. One of the horses has lived in pain for years due to a back problem and lack of hoof care means that his feet have rotted, making walking very difficult. He spends most of his days cooped up in a dirty stable, his mane tangled and matted, his hair falling out due to a skin condition. His is destined to a miserable life of pain and neglect if something is not done urgently.
Those who are fit and well don’t stay that way for very long because they are overworked or become sick or injured due to irresponsible handling. Injuries are often left to become chronic or, due to lack of specialist equine facilities and medication, injuries simply cannot be mended, leaving the horse to endure a painful existence. However, a lot of suffering could be avoided by better horse care knowledge and instilling better practices in horse owners.

On the city beach, horses work under the burning sun to make money for their owners by giving rides to tourists. Many of the horses are underweight and have various medical conditions. They are forced to wear ill-fitting saddlery and carry heavy riders. When they are not being ridden on the beach, they are often left to wander the streets in search of food, risking being hit by fast-moving cars and buses on the major highways of Accra. When they are too sick or old to work they are abandoned or slaughtered for meat. 
Lots of people care for their horses (and also don’t want to lose their investment) so do their best to take care of them but sadly many don’t have the knowledge or the resources to look after their animals.
AKI wants to raise awareness of these issues and help people take better care of their horses and ponies. For many people, there is a special place in their heart for the horse. Their nobility, grace, stamina and beauty is breathtaking – making it difficult to see a horse starving, in pain or abandoned.
Help us maintain the dignity of Ghana’s horses and ponies by donating whatever you can to help us help them.

