Combat Child Human Trafficking in Cameroon
Summary 
The goal of the program is to raise awareness about the rights of the child, and build the capacity of the rural communities in the Five (5) divisions of the North West Region of Cameroon to prevent violence against children. 

What is the issue, problem or challenge? 

Poor rural parents hand over their children, especially girls, to seemingly benevolent middlemen, who promise education and a better life for them in the city. A 2007 study conducted by the Cameroon government reported that 2.4 million of these children involuntarily work in domestic servitude, street vending, and child prostitution. Poverty, the lack of awareness, the subtle nature of the trafficking business, and the absence of protective systems all contribute to make the North West Region, our target region, fertile ground for TIP in Cameroon. The situation is exacerbated by the inefficiency and the corruption of the police and judiciary who are typically men. While the government and international agencies have done substantial work in addressing TIP, the input and participation of the most affected populations, especially women, have been excluded from the decision making process. 

From this backdrop, Nascent has developed an one-year community-based program named Sheltering the Innocent from Exploitative Labor and Deprivation (SHIELD) to support the Government effort in combating TIP and supporting victims and other vulnerable groups. 

Project Activities 
The proposed program will collaborated with local partners, women groups, churches, traditional authorities and transporters in the five divisions of the North West region to develop procedures of monitoring and reporting cases of TIP. Through this effort, Nascent will raise awareness, identify and support victims in need with shelter, food, as well as counseling and training in survival skills. 

Nascent will organized meeting with stakeholder groups, faith based organizations and target communities to orientate them on human rights, Cameroon’s anti-trafficking legislation and the ills of TIP. Program will educate the communities, form and train special Volunteer Corps from the 5 divisions of the region and train them in different forms of TIP as well as in the strategies and processes of identifying victims. The program will provide training to improve the abilities of social workers, families and the community in general to protect and support victims as well as collaborate with the police and the judiciary to ensure that offenders are prosecuted. 

Program will also develop an innovative and technology-supported strategies and tools to document and track identified cases of trafficking 

Potential Long-Term Impact 
The project will implement aftercare program that includes the provision of shelter and basic care to 150 victims. The project will empower them with life skills such as commercial gardening, food processing, sewing and basic computing and resources for income generating activities and increase community awareness on the protection of human rights especially the prevention of trafficking in person. Because most of the victims are undocumented, Nascent will ensure that they are registered with the councils and issued birth certificates. 

Project Message 
Rehabilitating one victim of trafficking is restoring the dignity of our community 
- Beatrice Wamey (PhD) 
Total Funding Goal 
Nascent aims to raise $25,000 for this project 

Additional Documentation 
www.nascents.org
