REPORT –  2007. 
Target group:

Children in DW below 18 Yrs. And Women in Domestic Workers.

Vision: A society for DW where they are treated with dignity and justice.

Presently animating 15 groups in Mumbai Women Domestic workers providing awareness and information sessions.

Actively involved in ( interacting higher end authority that can make difference) and campaigning for their rights and demands justice for them 

as workers.

Rehabilitating abused/victimized children domestic workers while providing assistance

Problems: Domestic workers who stay with one employer are vulnerable to physical verbal and sexual abuse. We work towards rescue operations in sending them to their homes

We also do a rescue operation.  We have rescued this year cases of Young children in Domestic work (preferably those harassed). 

1. The case of Maria Das 20 Yr. Was falsely accused by the employer, she was in the lock up she was released on bail by our staff of the movement. Presently she has been to be presented to court as the employer has charged her and accused her of a case.

She is well placed in an employer’s house and now the follow-up is been done by our staff. Through legal interventions. 

2.  Vinod Dhopaat, Aged 15 yrs. Harassed by his aunt and uncle. Vinod was physically totured by his aunt. Due to his intolerance left the house and for 3 days lived on the street. 

Our staff rescued him by gave him shelter for 2 days and rehabilitated him and send him to school and send him to his own relatives and he is happy and well looked after. 

(Our staff is doing the follow-up for this boy – named Vinod.) 

3. Shalini William in St. Catherine’s Home, has been rehabilitated. The client is depressed due to the ill treatment by employer. The co-ordinator counseelled her. She was accompanied to CWC. Shalini is gradually being relieved from her psychological pain. She is provided food, shelter, opportunities to learn, play and to socialize with her friends. She has been given counselling and session on ‘ Anger management. She seems to be happy and getting into the normal rhythm of life. 

4.   A 10 yr –old girl named Sonu was raped and murdered by her employer and family. Excuses and lies in all that is coming out from this case from the offenders, the police and the higher authorities who are so called “safe guarding the individuals and providing justice”.  Today months have passed but no justice is done towards the child who lost her life for no fault of hers.  

Awareness Programmes and Training programmes. Held this Year- 2007. 

 The following Awareness programmes were held in various Areas in Mumbai

 Through group meetings and rights of Domestic workers in society

 Make the proposed domestic workers bill an effective reality in our homes   and in our society.

· The recognition of rights of foreign migrant domestic workers

· The recognition of children in domestic work as child labour

· The abolishment of child domestic work

· The children’s right to mainstream education

· The right to a childhood Creating Awareness on Child Rights Issues

Yashadha , A state level training Institute, organized a four-day training programme for the police personnel of Mumbai, in collaboration with Organisations working with the children, including Mumbai Domestic Workers Welfare Trust. 

The objective of the programme was to make the police ‘child friendly and aware of the child rights. 85 police personnel participated in the programme. They were given information on the history of child labour, the Convention on Rights of Children and the Juvenile Justice Junior Justice Board, Observation Home, Poster Care, and Child Welfare Committee. 

This programme was a good effort to hel p sensitize the stakeholders on the issues of children. 
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LEADERS TRAINING PROGRAMME

Through Leaders Training Programme We create Awareness, to recognize domestic workers as laborers, treat domestic workers with dignity

See that Justice is done to all domestic workers

In the Year 2007 – We have had Leaders Training Programme

This is basically to motivate the Leaders in Domestic work to get empowered so that they are independent in functioning the group.

On 21st of July, 80 Women Domestic 

Workers and leaders of Domestic Workers groups, assembled at Vile- parle for a leadership training programme – The main highlight of the programme is through audio-visual medium, the issues and reality of poverty in the city of Mumbai. To empower them to emerge as leaders with the issues they face in the context of their living.

On 31st July Bombay House workers Solidarity joined hands with other 

like-minded NGOs participated in the local level Rally/Dharna programmes held as a precursor to the National Rally held on 8th Aug, at Parliament to oppose the deceitful Government Bill and to demand a comprehensive legislation for the 39 crore Unorganized Sector Workers. 

On 27th Oct.-  100 leaders from different areas were attended the programme.

To give them a training on approaching the Govt. for their rights.

Through interactions and discussions brought the message out. To make the Domestic Workers women aware that it is their responsibility to get the Rights with networking with the staff and collaborate with the local corporators and MLA – ( Govt. Officials) 

Mumbai House workers in working towards signature campaign 

The first leadership training which was held on 21st July we are expected 

1 lakh signature. This  will be carried forward to the Assembly through the MLA ..

This brief Report is presented by Jacinta Pinto 

(National Domestic Workers Solidarity Movement.) 

