






ask 

In April 2013, the After 
School Program received 
‘packs of pencils, pens,  
paper and stickers for up to 
30 children to continue their 
creative writing studies!  
Thank you! To donate in kind 
contact kappiah@paajaf.org  

What is child education? 

 

Child Education is the process in which children 
are geared towards acquiring knowledge, skills and 
attitude that will help them as an individual to im-
prove upon their life. 
 

Problems which face a child that is not educated 

 

i. Their rights are abused 

ii. They do unnecessary work for a living 

iii. They go through some domestic slavery 

iv. Their responsibilities are always taken away 

v. from them 

vi. They are always threatened by people 

 

 

Parents and guardians, why don’t we ed-
ucate children to know their rights and 
responsibilities and also to know what is 
good and bad! 
 

As Doctor Aggrey said “if you educate 
a man, you educate an individual but 
if you educate a women, you educate a 
nation. So my people why don’t we ed-
ucate our children for they shall be-
come great people and take care of 
us.” 

 

I would be very much delighted if the 
above article could be published in a 
magazine so as to serve as a future  
reference. This will also assist manage-
ment of the school club to offer  
meaningful contributions and  
suggestions in order to raise the image of 
the school club. 
 

Thank you 

Patience Bonney 

PAAJAF FOUNDATION 

I am Patience  
Bonney,  
of the PAAJAF  
Foundation.  
I am writing an  
article on the topic  
“Child Education”  
 

Young writers  
receive pens,  
paper &  
encouragement! 

In the News >>> 

The infringement or violation of the rights and free-
doms of the individual is referred to as “Human Right 
Abuse” . Human Right Abuse has really made people 
like women, children foreigners’ etc. duffer and they 
are still suffering a lot. They are suffering because 
they are not educated, they are poor, they lack politi-
cal representation and also because they become 
afraid if they are threatened. 

These can however prevented, they can be prevented 
due to education, courts existence of the police, provi-
sion of socio-economic facilities etc. 

With Education (i.e: when the individuals are educat-
ed) they are provided with knowledge and attitudes 
for preventing slavery, child abuse, and all forms of 
discrimination and violence against women, children, 
and minority groups. 

The court also provides justice and compensations for 
those whose right are being abused. 

The police also make sure that there is an effective 
enforcement of laws and how to maintain order to 
enhance happiness in the societies. 

Provision of social –economic facilities, the last but 
not the least must be provided equitable without bias 
to facilitate the enjoyment of our social and economic 
rights.  These social-economic includes schools, hos-
pitals, pipe-borne water, employment opportunities 
etc. 

With all these points stated, I am ninety-nine percent 
sure that there will be free enjoyments of the right of 
people and this will promote peace, stability and har-
mony in the society. 

H 
uman Rights are liberties and privileges 
(benefits) an individual is entitled to un-
der the constitution to enjoy within the 
state.  For example, the right to educa-

tion, every citizen of a country is entitled to certain 
liberties and privileges that he/she can enjoy.  These 
rights have been classified into six categories which 
are known as the types and they have been stated and  
elucidated below: 

 Legal Right which is the first the type of right has 
to be the protection of individuals under the 
law.  Rights for fair hearing, fair trial, and legal aids 
are also included. 
 The second is known as Political Rights and also 
involves the right to vote for associations, freedom of 
assembly and the right to contest for any position in 
an election. 
 Thirdly is the Economic right which is the right to 
own property, right to work and get fair wages or 
good salaries etc. 
 Social rights which has to do with the right for 
decent or good accommodation, education, health 
good drinking water, freedom of religion, freedom of 
movements etc. 
 Last but not the least is Natural rights which also 
involve the right to life and freedom of speech.   
 

Individuals are all entitled to the above mentioned 
types.  However same of these rights are being 
abused and therefore citizens are not able to enjoy 
them. 
 

The infringement or violation of the rights and free-
doms of the individual is referred to as “Human Right 
Abuse” . Human Right Abuse has really made people 
like women, children foreigners’ etc. duffer and they 
are still suffering a lot. They are suffering because 
they are not educated, they are poor, they lack politi-
cal representation and also because they become 
afraid if they are threatened. 

 

I am Ebenezer Tetteh-Narh, a 14 year old boy and member of 
the PAAJAF’s Children’s Network .  Permit me a space to draw 
the public attention on a very important topic which is “Human 
Rights”.  Before I proceed, I would like to utilise this stupendous 
opportunity to explain what is meant by Human Rights. 





In Ghana, the rate of Child education is very low. About 80% of 
Ghanaian children are pushed into child labor. Every year, the rate 
of child education decreases. This may be due to some problems 
that most of the time, happens to both the child and the family.  
 

Poverty is one of the most excuses parents give when asked why 
their children are at home. The only reply they give is “I don’t 
have money” and because of this they engage their children in 
Child Labor. In Ghana, 50% of children are seen on the streets 
selling and most are girls; about 48% and this also decreases the 
rate of girl child education. 
 

Most Ghanaian children are influenced by friends. They take bad 
advice and learn all sort of bad behaviours from friends. During 
this time adolescents get pregnant and become school drop outs 
and pre-mature parents. Some also engage themselves in hard 
drugs such as cocaine, marijuana etc. and end up mad and a school 
dropout. All these are caused by peer group pressure. 
 

As we all know, Ghana is a developing country and by all means 
lacks something. Some villages in the country do not have school 
facilities such as computer and science laboratory, library, etc.  
Some even do not have classrooms for children to stay in and 
learn. 
 

Some stay under trees and learn. A typical example is Gbawe 
Methodist School and this may result in the failure of many stu-
dents because children do not practice after school learning. It also 
affects their vocabulary because students do not read story books 
and make research. 
 

Most politicians do not think about children anymore. For them it 
is just to convince people to vote for them and spend money. And 
so government also does not invest money into school develop-
ment projects - All this results in inadequate school facilities. 
 

In most villages, parents do not know the importance of education. 
That is why there should be radio or television programs based on 
education. It’s because of this about 93% villagers do not attend 
school. I would like to appeal to general public to support  
PAAJAF.  This organization is doing good things in our  
community and making great difference in our lives. 

. 

 Mercy Sam is my name. I attend school at 
Gbawe Methodist ‘2’ basic school. I am a  
member of PAAJAF Foundation club, which is 
also called Nkabom club. I’m writing on a top-
ic which is based on “Child Education” 

 

I would be very grateful, if you could allow me space to air 
my views on child education which has eaten deep in our 
society. In fact, Ghana is a country with good resources such 
as Gold, Diamond, Cocoa, and Tourist sites etc. these make 
the country nice and attractive and attract foreign visitors to the country. But there is one particu-
lar problem that disturbs the country and this is about child education. But one may ask, what is 
child education? This is where the problem lies. 
 

Child education is a continuous process of sending children who are of school age to school to 
gain knowledge and for them to be trained to become responsible people in future. So that one 
can gain respect from each other. So it is good for one for every individual to be in a form of ed-
ucation or educated. This is because when one is not been put into education; they may be  
ignorant about their rights and how to fight for their rights. And this is all about low education. 
 

In fact, the level of education is very low, which has become a chronic problem to the society 
and government and it has eaten deep in the society and government. It has eaten deep in the fi-
nance of the government. This is because the education service has inadequate teaching materi-
als and less infrastructure. Example, lack of teachers’ aids which will help to teach the children 
like desks, text books etc. 
 

Some students walk a long way from their towns/homes to school and they get there late and 
have to miss a lesson. So schools must be built in the nearby towns and villages, so that it will 
enable students to get to school early. Some children also have to wake up early and do lots of 
work before they go to school, and by the time they get to class, they are already exhausted, 
weak and tired. So when lesson is going on, they always sleep in class without paying attention 
on what the teacher is teaching/saying. And this also makes learning difficult for some students. 
So child labor should be reduced so that students can put more effort of learning and it can also 
improve upon their learning. 
 

So I am appealing to the government to put more effort to help improve upon 
child education to make Ghana full of brilliant and intelligent people, to be able 
to gain respect without being abused and cheated by other countries. 
 

MERCY SAM 

Junior High School 2B 

 

ask the experts >>> 

I’m Grace Darko, a member of PAAJAF Foundation 
Children’s Network. I am writing on an article on 

“Child Education” 

My suggestion as a citizen of 
Ghana to help increase the rate 
of child education is; 
 

Parents should try as much as 
possible to send their children to 
school 
 

Government should try their 
best and invest more money in 
school development projects so 
that every school in Ghana shall 
be developed. 
 

Television and radio stations 
should organize programs based 
on child education and its im-
portance. 
 

Parents also should try their 
best to know the type of friends 
their children have. Also parents 
should educate their children on 
sex education and how hard 
drugs affect the human body. 
 

I believe that, after all these 
have been done by both govern-
ment and individuals, the rate of 
child education shall increase 
and I hope by years to come 
Ghana shall be developed. 







Child abuse is a cruel treatment 
of children such as beating, 
calling nasty names, insulting, 
cursing and so on. In other 
words, it is a bad treatment of a 
child by an adult, especially an 
adult in a position of trust or 
authority. 
 

Secondly, I want to talk on 
child trafficking. This human 
rights abuse is a practice of tak-
ing children known as 
“Kayayo” for other jobs else-
where. Many young girls and 
boys are brought from North-
ern Ghana to the Southern part 
of Ghana to work as common 
carriers. 
 

Thirdly, I would like to speak 
on the sex trade. The sex trade 
is the forcing or luring young 
girls into sexual activities for 
money. Mostly, the money goes 
to their madam who has forced 
them into this life. 
 

The fourth point is child labor. 
This human right abuse is the 
act of employing children less 
than 15 years old in income 
generating activities e.g. Chil-
dren who sell ice water, rubber 
bags, just to support themselves 
of their family instead of being 
in school. 

Lastly, I want to speak on 
Child Kidnapping, this is the 
practice of kidnapping or tak-
ing children away from their 
parents without the consent of 
the parents.  
 

Some of the people who suffer 
human rights abuse are situat-
ed in certain sectors of the 
Ghanaian population, these in 
conflict areas and minority 
groups in towns and villages. 
The reasons why such people 
are vulnerable to human rights 
abuse  are because of low edu-
cation, poverty, fear, apathy 
and lack of political represen-
tation. 
 

 

I would like to end the article 
here. I hope the acts men-
tioned will be in no use again 
and that no one will stop oth-
ers from having their rights. I 
wish that people who practice 
human rights abuses will en-
deavour to stop it. I thank you 
for giving an ear to what I 
have said. I will be very 
thrilled to that human abuse is 
decreasing in our country Gha-
na. 
 

Jennifer Mills 

A member of the  
PAAJAF Foundation  

.  
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My views on Human Rights 

ask the experts >>> 

Some of the example of Human Rights Abuses are child abuse, child labor, sex trade, child kidnap-
ping, child trafficking, domestic slavery, violence against women, discrimination etc. but I want to 
explain only five of this examples. The first one I want to express my views on is child abuse. 

Some of the ways by which 
human rights abuse can be 
prevented includes educa-
tion, the role of the courts, the 
role of Ghana National Com-
mission on children and the 
role of Department of Social 
Welfare. 
 

I would like to explain some 
points such as education. This 
means that when people go to 
school and are educated on 
human rights abuse, it can 
help to prevent them suffering 
from it, because they know 
their rights. 
 

The role of the court: This 
means they must provide jus-
tice, sections and compensa-
tions for the abused person. 
 

The role of Ghana National 
Commission on children: 
They must help to protect the 
right of children. 
 

The role of Department of 
Social Welfare: They must 
help in the community espe-
cially women and children 
who cannot go to the law 
court because of poverty. 

I am Abigail Nyani.  I am 12 years old.  I am a member of the PAAJAF Children’s Network 
and student of ACROPOLIS Schools at Gbawe.  I am writing on the topic Human Rights. 

I am writing to tell the general public of human rights in Ghana.  To begin with, rights are the 
freedoms and advantages that everyone should be allowed to have under the constitu-
tion.  Examples of human rights are right to life, right to freedom, right to work, right to edu-
cation, and right for protection, right to own property, right to personal liberty etc. 

Secondly, rights are grouped into five.  They are legal, economic, political, social and natural rights. Legal rights are 
rights to be protected under the law.  Economic rights are rights to own property, right to work and get fair wages or 
good salaries.  Political rights are rights to vote and to be voted for.  Social rights for decent or good accommodation, 
education, health care, good drinking water, freedom of religion, freedom of movement and natural rights are rights to 
life and freedom of speech. 

Lastly, human rights in Ghana cannot be controlled by anybody.  Human right is owned by everybody.  If one is abused 
he/she can report to the authorities nearby. 

My name is Patience Bonney.  I 
am a member of PAAJAF Chil-
dren’s Network.  I am writing an 
article on the topic “Human 
Rights” .  Human Rights are the 
claims of individuals and citizens 
backed or supported by law. 
E.g:  the right to vote.  

My first point I would like to explain this right to life:  this 
means no one can take the life of another person a per-
son shall be killed intentionally except by the due process 
of the law. 

My second point I would like to explain this right to own 
property:  this means every person has the right to own 
property either alone or together with others and that no 
one can take it away or use it without the permission of 
the owner. 

My third point I would like to explain this right to educa-
tion and information; every Ghanaian has the right to 
equal education facilities and opportunities. 

My fourth point I would like to explain this right to be 
treated with dignity (respect) as a human being; this 
means no one can force  another person to labour (work) 
without pay. 

Articles on Nkabom.net! 

The Universal Human Rights declares that every individual 
must be treated with dignity and the same to other peo-
ple.  Some of the act that deprive people of their Human 
Rights and Liberties are : 

 Depriving children of school education 

 Unlawfully arresting people and sending them to prison 
without giving them the chance to be heard in an open 
Court. 

 Refusal to allow the citizens to vote in an election to 
elect their own government. 

It is useful to know the functions of Human Right  
Institutions are: 
The NCCE is responsible for educating the public on their 
right and freedoms under the constitution. 
The Domestic Violence and Victims Unit (DOVVU) formally 
WAJU, their functions are to prosecute cases to rape, defile-
ment, incest, incest,  indecent assault, threats and causing 
harm to individuals and domestic violence. 

CHRAJ educate Ghanaians on human rights and freedom. 
They are to investigate complaints of discrimination, unfair 
treatment and other abuses of human right and freedoms of 
any person made against public officers like Civil Servant 
and Others 

I wish that the rights I have mentioned above will be consid-
ered, I also hope that no one will deprive each other his or 
her rights. 
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Poverty is a factor why child education is very low. Because some 
people don’t have money to send their wards to school, they send 
their children into trading such as selling on their own street and oth-
ers hustle about, they become street-children, pregnant and their lives 
become miserable. 
 

Another fact is that some places in our society have no school buildings and they children study under trees and 
even only the lucky ones study under a tent. Though these people don’t even see why they must send their chil-
dren to school. 
 

Some don’t know the importance of school. In the olden days girls are not allowed to be educated because of 
some reasons. They said girls are to stay in the house and cook while the boys are allowed to go to school to get 
a good work. Only a few Ghanaian girls were educated. 
 

Some also send their children to be educated but are not able to provide them with their school materials. Others 
don’t have computer laboratory when studying I.C.T to do practicals and also don’t have science laboratory to 
perform practicals. Some schools don’t have material such as a pair of compasses, a pair of dividers and black-
board rulers for teaching mathematics. 
 

In my points, I have listed above what make education low in Ghana. But if the government and other NGOs 
helped, it can make child education in Ghana move to higher level. 
 

First of all let me talk on poverty: the government and NGOs must provide public schools so 
that parents who are in poverty can send his/her child to school and they will not pay school 

fees. Those who sit under trees can also benefit and when it is during the rainy season they can 
come to school and not only in the dry season if they build the school for that area in society. 

 

Secondly, the government and NGOs must tell people about how child education is important. They must tell 
society about how child education is important. They must tell them that, if you go to school it will help people 
to achieve their aims and they also will be able to read and write. Government must also educate parents on what 
Dr. Kwegyir Aggrey said, which states that if a man is educated it benefits one person but if a woman is educat-
ed the whole nation benefits. So am pleading with the government, ministers, NGOs to educate parents and even 
children to what Dr. Kwegyir Aggrey said. 
 

Thirdly, I like to plead with the government and NGOs to do their best and visit schools in Ghana and provide 
them with academic needs that the teacher will use in teaching. Also they must give materials such as pens, pen-
cils, erasers, sharpeners, exercise books, note books, school bags to the needy who don’t have these item so that 
they can also write and learn hard. I suggest that government should enforce laws to improve upon child educa-
tion in Ghana. They must also build science and computer laboratories for the public. 
 

THANK YOU. 
MARY ESSUMAN 

ACCRA - GHANA 

Mary Essuman is my name. I am fourteen (14) 
years of age. I am a member of PAAJAF  
Foundation (Children’s Network) also known as 
Nkabom. I’m writing an article on a topic Child 
Education. 

.Among the basic rights we have under the constitution of Ghana, a child has the right to education. 
This means every person shall have the right to equal educational opportunities, facilities and ad-
vantage. Besides everyone knows education is very expensive these days, but every parent should 
endeavour to send his or her child to school. 
 

A child must be educated to acquire knowledge skills and attitudes that will help him/her to im-
prove upon his/her life. Some of these skills and attitudes that will help an individual are learning 
how to read and write and how to be respectful to elderly people.  A child can be educated to gain 
the knowledge so they will become a responsible person in future. 
 

In other words, when a child is educated, it enables him/her to develop his capabilities and confi-
dence. To ensure this, child education should be free and compulsory, and that parents who refuse to 
send or stop their children from going to school should be severely punished. This is so that chil-
dren will be well educated. Therefore since education develops the intellect of an individual and 
equips him with skills, the government should establish schools to educate people especially  
children. 
 

 The reason why child education is very much important is that it makes many children 
and students become future leaders and business owners. It also makes children to become 
important and famous people in future.  
 

It therefore helps to improve ones fluency. I would like to explain some of my points mentioned. 
The first one would be the child becoming. The child becoming a business owner means that 
when the child is educated, that is given skills and attitudes; he/she now becomes knowledgeable 
and intelligent both in school and contributes to his/her community or society. 
 

The second thing, I would like to explain is the child improving on his/her fluency. This means 
that when the child is educated he/she is able to speak foreign languages very well, without any 
difficulty. Some of the foreign languages are French, English, Spanish etc. remember practice 
makes perfect. 
 

I would like to end everything here. I hope that parents will now try as much as possible to send 
their children to school. I am therefore appealing to the government to give ear to my request be-
cause education is the key to success. From the aforementioned points, I am now sure that par-
ents will endeavor to send their children to school, 
 

I thank you for giving ear to what I have said. I am of the view that when the above mentioned 
points are taken, many children will be well educated in our districts and in the country in  
general. 

A child must be educated 

I am Jennifer Mills, A member of the PAAJAF Foundation Children’s Network,  
As a citizen of this country, I am very thrilled to write and also express my views on this 
interesting topic of Child Education 


