TEARS OF HOPE PROJECT, founded by local philanthropists, is non-profit registered organisation based in SIAYA DISTRICT, NYANZA PROVINCE in KENYA (EAST AFRICA).

Since time immemorial, Siaya inhabitants have had perennial water shortage, escalating poverty level  coupled with dependency ratio of 106:100, high mortality rate due to numerous ailments, unemployment, poor management of natural resources, violation of human rights, lack of micro credit facility, low school enrollments and completion rate.

[image: image13.jpg]


The inhabitants are generally very poor. Most residents live in 10x10 mud thatched houses where it is common to find 6-8 people occupying one room. [image: image14.jpg]



The structures are extremely dilapidated and leak seriously during rainy seasons. We are talking of people who are grappling with inadequate basic needs and scarce economic resource. The prevailing situation had been heightened by poverty caused by sustained economic marginalisation of this region since independence by successive Kenyan Governments, as well as the total collapse of major industries in this region since 1980s. Actually with its poverty rates pegged at 68%, this province leads nationally in poverty prevalence.  Incomes of 70-80% of all households within the project area fall below the poverty levels (Government of Kenya 1997-2002 Rural Household Budget Survey). Average per capita income for the majority in our target population areas averages at USD 200 in a year.   

The economy of Siaya District is based on unskilled labour and petty trades. Rural persons (majority) eke their living through provision of farm labour, bicycle transportation, brick making, etc. School drop out rate is high hence a rise in child labour, drug abuse and circle of poverty level.

Tears of Hope project started as a catalyst forum initiated by local philanthropist-Michael Onyuowre to galvanise the community into a network that would seek for interventions to improve development of learning infrastructures, proper management of natural resources, change of behaviour towards dangerous indulgence (with preference to youth) and to engage in Income Generating Activities (IGAs) 

In November 2005, Tears of Hope Project rolled three programs to address the community plight. These are Children and Education (persons below 18 years), Youth empowerment and Governance & Human Rights program. We do not discriminate as to gender or physical ability; Infact in Siaya District we are credited for being passionate to the physically challenged persons. 

Organization Contact
Michael Onyuowre

SIAYA District – Nyanza Province, Address – Box 579 – Code 40600, SIAYA - KENYA
Tel: [image: image1]
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