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When Maria Petron Urquia Chavarria asked to join an Adelante Solidarity Group in her village, the group rejected her membership request. The group, comprised of extremely poor women themselves, was worried that Maria was so destitute that she would use the Adelante loan to buy food for her family of nine rather than invest it in an income-producing business as required. 

Fortunately, a woman in the group with a big heart and faith in the transformative power of micocredit wanted to do something to help Maria. She had seen how much a difference Adelante’s loan made to her, so she loaned Maria $30 of her own money as a “test” loan. Maria used the loan to buy flour and other ingredients for meat turnovers to sell. Her business effort was successful and she repaid the loan on schedule. Learning of this, the group reconsidered her application and allowed her to join. She has been an entrepreneurial dynamo ever since.

She is currently on her fourth loan, for $497, and has diversified her businesses. Her more lucrative business is buying, butchering, and selling tripe (cow stomachs), cow heads, and boiled cow hoofs in her village. These aren’t typically consumed in the United States, but they are an affordable protein source for the poor. Her other business is as a seamstress. She bought a sewing machine and makes and sells clothing. Adelante encourages our borrowers to diversify their businesses in this manner so they won't suffer much if sales from one business decrease. Maria works incredibly long hard hours, but her monthly income is $270 which means she is well along on the path to leaving poverty behind her. 

When asked how her life has changed as a result of working with Adelante she replied that with her earnings she has bought a sewing machine to earn money making clothes, and has bought a bicycle so she could sell her meat products to more villages. Additionally, she has replaced her leaky thatch roof with a tin roof. Her proudest achievement has been to send her oldest child to high school. 

Maria’s determination to succeed has helped her work her way out of poverty. Additionally, she has gained the respect of her peers who once feared her too poor to be trusted. She was recently elected to be Vice-Chief of her Assembly of forty women, one of only two clients to serve in such positions of leadership. 

