INSPIRING YOUTH THROUGH TENNIS IN EAST AFRICA
Background
Sadili Oval is an indigenous non-profit making community-driven sports center; one of the few of it’s kind in East and Central Africa. Our Sports For Life Programme has, since inception, provided 7000 children in communities in Nairobi (Langata, Upper hill, South B, Nairobi West, South C, Ongata Rongai (a lower middle-class area) and the adjoining Kibera (a slum area) in Nairobi city) and Kisumu City (Manyatta area - low income area), with an opportunity to aspire, be trained and become environmentally conscious as well as act as role models for other children in their communities. It seeks to recognize the outstanding quality of children by providing education opportunities for some of the children in camps. The camps provide sport training for selected children and involve them in weekly environmental projects including community cleanup, recycling and tree planting.

Tennis At Sadili Oval and the Kibera Slums
The tennis programme at Sadili Oval has been the largest of this kind in the East and Central African region, with 800 children trained weekly and has succeeded producing 36 national players as well as over 70% of the girls in the national teams of the countries in the region. Our tennis programme is closely linked to Malezi School (national school champions since 1998) to provide a basis for balancing schooling and competition sports for the more talented youth. This, we have done on four courts, one of which doubles up as a basketball court. We have had a very exciting, but very difficult time through the years, and are finally seeing our first seven graduates gain important tennis scholarships to colleges in the USA since 2007. But at the same time, we are also finding that if we do not seek further help from friends worldwide, we may not be able to keep the tennis program viable and sustainable.
What kind of support are we seeking? 
We need to build five more courts to reduce the current pressure of numbers. We have many areas within the locality, contributed by members of the community. We are hoping to build two new courts this year as well as resurface what is currently existing.  It costs US$ 17860 to build a new all-weather court, and 2362 per court to resurface our current 4 courts in use.
Direct cash contributions may be made through http://www.globalgiving.com/5792. Many US and UK donors are concerned that donations made to organizations overseas are not tax-deductible. However, all donations made to projects through GlobalGiving are eligible for tax deductions, and they receive a tax receipt for giving to this project. 

Events

We also organize the Tennis for Africa Cup, which is recognized by the PTR (Professional Tennis Registry) and UNEP. It offers children equal opportunity to compete and excel within the East African region, and includes the following:

The 8-series Junior Tennis tournaments for junior who play singles only in Under 6, Under 8, Under 10, Under 12, and Under 14. Many of these players are beginners and intermediate players who are being encouraged to play the game in a special format that ensures that “everyone is a winner” in the end. 
The Smashers Challenge: is strictly for the intermediate and advanced juniors (Smashers, Aces and Omugas), who play a league event following the Davis Cup format. It is intended to further “build champions”. 
The East Africa Safari Junior Tennis Camp: an annual tennis training camp that bring together children between the ages of 4 and 16 years from all over East Africa, and from the expatriate community living within the region. This is the largest and most successful training camp in the region. PTR coaches from Kenya join forces with volunteer coaches from USA, UK and other parts of the world to make this camp a success. We constantly seek support to bring to aspiring junior tennis players to this largest and most successful camp in East and Central Africa. The camp has ensured that local kids get a chance to get previously unavailable international exposure at their doorstep, at affordable rates for those who can pay something, and free for a vast majority, who cannot afford. 
You can find out more about us on www.sadili.com and www.tennisafrica.info 
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