Invent for Us Project
BRIEF SUMMARY:


The “Invent for Us Project” will be a contest of the environmental friendly inventions/innovations for the youth aged from 16 to 35. The project will cover up the territory of Ukraine. It will be called to help to obtain a patent and/or conduct the experiment for the process or item that will enable to reduce the exogenous harm to the eco system. 

PROBLEM STATEMENT and PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

It was always true that Ukraine had the biggest innovative potential among all USSR countries. Young specialists used to be the engine of the Ukrainian science 18 years ago. They were working on the creation of the powerful industries that kept the USSR on the leading positions. But with the collapse of the system the Ukrainian science, youth and innovations were placed on the edge of the country’s needs. As a result – polluting heavy industry, bureaucratic law, inadequate administration and “brain drain” have swallowed the development of the country. Once in a while we hear the news on TV about some invention and the unwillingness of the creator to move further as it is very expensive and extremely long procedure to obtain a patent and/or conduct the experiment, better keep it for the table. With this project we want to say: Stop inventing for the table, invent for us! 

The “Invent for Us” project will gather the youth from 16 to 35 (to our mind the most vulnerable and creative part of the community) that have invented an item or a process to preserve the water, air, soil pollutions, usage of the ecologically dangerous materials like plastic, aerosol and work out the methods of their recycling etc. by conducting a contest on the “Environmentally Friendly Invention”, the number of the winners is unlimited as all sound inventions/innovations deserve to be conducted in a short or a long run. The individual or group invention/innovation works from all over the Ukraine are more than welcomed to be registered in one of the sections: Earth, Air, Water, Industry, Live Organisms and Social for further evaluation. The results will be announced at the Awarding Ceremony that will be followed by the work-shop on practical implementation of the inventions/innovations.

The information about the contest will be spread in all universities and organizations that might employ potential participants (laboratories, specified companies) it also will be supported by the press release at the governmental edition “The Governmental Currier” and official web-site of the contest (under design at the moment).

The representatives of the leading universities of Ukraine in different spheres of knowledge will constitute the jury. The representative of the Committee on Patenting and Licensing of Ukraine will be involved to the evaluation process as well.     

MOTTO OF THE PROJECT: Stop inventing for the table, invent for us!
DURATION: January 2011 – December 2011 (ten months – call for registration, two months – evaluation and results).

LANGUAGES: Ukrainian, Russian.

PURPOSE AND GOALS:

The overall purpose is to explore the inventive potential of the local youth in the field of environmental friendly innovations with the further their practical introduction. We are looking for effective and easy-to-implement inventions/innovations at a middle cost (the number of winners is not limited).  Among the other goals are following:
1) Emphasize on the environmental problems in Ukraine and world as a whole, showing that environmental friendly inventions/innovations are necessary; 

2) Provide winners to with the opportunity to obtain a patent for the invention/innovation or experimental basis, if required, making such invent/innovation available to the mass;

3) Implement the inventions/innovations that will reduce the exogenous harm on the biosphere;

4) Draw the attention of the media to the difficulties of the patent processing and costs of the experiments in Ukraine;

5) Examine the innovative potential of the youth and evaluate the current conditions in the field across the country;

6) Create the database of inventors and the institutions they represent;
7) Give an additional impulse to the creative process not only in the sphere of inventions/innovations in Ukraine.

PROJECT RESULT AND SUSTAINABILITY:
First of all, the community will receive the inventions/innovations ready for the practical introduction (further experimental approbation, patenting etc.) e.g. inventions/innovations that will provide the reduction of the water, air, soil etc. pollutions; or the innovation that will enable to substitute ecologically dangerous materials like plastic for the environmental friendly ones. 
All winners will receive the practical skills on the patenting procedure under the supervision of the professional or a basis for the required experiments and some financial aid (monetary or established business contacts according to the invention/innovation specialization). The holders of the inventions/innovations that require further improvement will be supported by the recommendations and comments of the jury to finalize the item/process.

The data base with information on the invention, name of the creator, institution represented and contacts in a long-term could be developed into the working network so that scientists could cooperate; for example, to serve as basis for the “Innovation Association of Ukraine” etc. 

As a short-term result we will get the colorful picture of active youth in the field of inventions/innovations, new tendencies that will enable us to evaluate the overall potential. 
We hope that project will be successful as the statistic shows that 93% of households in Ukraine use self-made tools in everyday life and we assume that they use non recyclable waste that will work good deal for the project. The turn up during the last contest for commercially profitable innovation projects was significant; we consider it to be a good sign as those people might think not only about profits but a social responsibility. 
However, the project could be affected by such circumstances as the refusal of the Ministry of Science and Education of Ukraine to provide the patronage or poor fundraising.
In case the project does not discover the relevant inventions/innovations it will not be counted us fail as we will reach the secondary goals and safe the funds that were prescribed to obtain patents and conduct experiments. If such case occurs the money will go support another projects. 
