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Transforming Educational Opportunities in Rural

Zimbabwe

Camfed is delighted to share this update about the Nyangani hostel construction in Zimbabwe to our GlobalGiving supporters. 

Introduction

In 1993, Ann Cotton raised money to support 32 girls through school in Zimbabwe, launching Camfed, the Campaign for Female Education. Since then, despite the socioeconomic situation in Zimbabwe, we’ve significantly increased our programs.  To date, we’ve helped 398,000 children through our educational programs in Zimbabwe. For 15,284 girls, we provided full scholarships through high school. We also built hostels so girls would no longer have to walk long, unsafe distances to get to school, improving their chances of academic success. 

In a context where 15.3 percent of the population has HIV/AIDS and 68 percent live on less than $1.25 per day, our work provides vital help for poor children. For many, particularly those who are orphans because of HIV/AIDS, school is the only place where they can get adult guidance. A network of 1,748 Camfed-trained teacher mentors works throughout the partner school system and helps solve problems girls encounter. 

Schools are so much more than a place of learning for students in Zimbabwe. They are a safe haven, and without them, children’s social and educational development is delayed and they are more vulnerable to exploitation. These children represent Zimbabwe’s future. 
Full scholarships for high school

The transition from primary into secondary school is an acutely vulnerable time, especially for girls, as this is the point at which school fees are introduced, leaving poor families with little choice but to sacrifice education for their children.Girls in this situation traditionally have few choices and are typically forced to marry young or seek risky work.  Girls’ exclusion from education at the secondary level is all the more damaging because this is the level at which the greatest benefits accrue.   
Camfed’s Secondary School scholarship program takes a comprehensive approach, committing to all girls it supports through the full four years of school and covering all their school-going costs. The scholarship program provides financial and emotional security by covering all school fees and providing everything a girl needs to attend class with confidence: shoes, a school uniform, stationary, and other educational needs.

Camfed’s evidence clearly shows that investing in this holistic approach to educating girls and supporting young women throughout their development has a significant impact.  These young women have a higher [image: image2.png]


degree of participation in decision-making bodies, in philanthropy, and in advocacy for social change. They’re having a transformative effect on their communities as leaders, teachers, and role models.

Girls in rural areas of Zimbabwe have continued to receive support to enable them to stay in school. In a context where many aid organizations temporarily suspended operations due to political constraints and the economic turmoil, Camfed Zimbabwe staff and the 32,576 community activists who support the program have made extra effort to secure and deliver resources to girls.  It is because of the robustness of this power-sharing community-based model, underpinned by accountability and transparency at every level, that support is continuing to go to the girls who need it most.
Continuing the construction of the Nyangani Hostel
Construction of the hostel began in 2008 and was temporarily delayed due to hyperinflation and rise of costs. As Zimbabwe has returned to a more stable economy, we have resumed our construction of this critical hostel for girls in the community.

The school and community have shown ingenuity in sourcing locally produced materials wherever possible, including river sand and quarry stone, as opposed to buying them from suppliers. Additional materials such as cement have been purchased centrally and transported to the district by the Camfed team for use in construction. The lengthy excavation of the site, the moulding of bricks and the construction of the hostel have been an important source of employment for many in the area, and this economic activity is a valuable boost to the local and regional economy at this time of critical need.  
The progress of the hostel project is testament to the strength and capacity of the Camfed Zimbabwe team and our local community structures at an exceptionally challenging time. Camfed programmes are led and increasingly managed by the communities in which they operate. The Head teacher, teachers, parents and guardians of the Nyangani School Development Committee has responsibility for managing the funds for the hostel. The Head Teacher, in particular, has been extremely supportive of the project and is playing a key role in managing its progress. By involving this range of community representatives and monitoring activities from the district and national level, Camfed is safeguarding the principles of transparency and accountability of funds, and ensuring that all of the money reaches the community and benefits the project.

We are excited to have your support in helping move this project forward, to help ensure a safe and secure environment for young girls so they can focus on their education and their future.
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“Camfed has truly created vibrant and active communities, who question authorities and know and demand their rights and entitlements, including from Camfed. Through this process, Camfed has gone beyond impacting girls’ education and child protection, although those two issues remain central: it has in effect handed the reins of development back to the communities with whom it works.”


External evaluation of Camfed’s program funded by the UK Department for International Development, September 2009
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“There is no better investment


or gift to the Zimbabwean child at this time than to let him and her know that education is not up for grabs and for communities to know


we are in this together and will come to the other side of this tunnel in solidarity.”


Executive Director of Camfed


Zimbabwe, Angeline


Murimirwa, who was one of


the first young women to


complete her education with


Camfed’s support.











