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CANINES WITH A CAUSE

"Giving shelter dogs a chance to find loving homes and enrich the lives of the people who care for them"

Program Overview

Over four million healthy, adoptable companion animals die in shelters annually. One of the main challenges animal welfare groups and shelters currently have is to find other means of re-homing these animals. Increasing public awareness that wonderful, healthy animals can be found in shelters is just the start. The focus of Canines With a Cause (CWAC) is to help these animals find homes by training them to work as service animals or well behaved companions  for people in need. 

The dogs are carefully evaluated at the shelter for behavior, health and overall temperament. The next step is to vet the dogs including spay/neuter, vaccinations and microchip. 

The dogs spend the next few weeks at our facility in Salt Lake City, Utah, “Gateway to Canine Partnerships”, where they are further evaluated for spacial personality traits and begin their basic training.

After four weeks at the training center, the dogs are moved to a correctional facility for one on one intensive training to archive “Good Canine Citizen” (GCG) status. Once their status has been achieved they either continue with task specific training or meet their new person(s) and move into a home.

The training program, under direction of Sherry Woodard from Best Friends Animal Society in Kanab and star of the television series “Dogtown”, only uses the positive reinforcement technique of training dogs, no shock collars or choke chains are allowed. 

The CWAC program carefully interviews potential dog recipients for placement. Our clients vary, we place most of our dogs with veterans suffering with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, families with autistic children, facilities for abused woman and children and people with physical handicaps who need assistance with daily chores. CWAC does not charge for the dogs and their training.

The program also employs a Clinical Psychologist to help evaluate potential clients and follow up with their progress. This is a very important component of the program as most people adopting our dogs need a “safety net”.

The progress and care of the dogs is monitered on a quarterly basis. The CWAC program also includes a program to help low income households adopting dogs with medical and food costs. 

