Bai Xiaoyan  / 白小艳 (liujiamiao Cun)
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Bai Xiaoyan, 13 years old, comes from the village of Liujiamiao and has been a scholarship student since September 2002.  She just started Middle School. 
She is a very good student and dreams of becoming a doctor.
Her desire to become a doctor is most likely inspired by the condition of her older sister who is handicapped.  The family, very affected by this situation, lacks the means to pay for adequate medical care.  Her father, who is head of the village, pursues a single goal:  to open a dispensary for the 2,500 inhabitants of his village as well as the surrounding Yuwang Zhen district.
In order to reach the nearest such facility it takes 45 minutes to an hour on highly difficult terrain (with a canyon to cross) and then once you’ve arrived, the dire situation of the dispensary is no less than desperate.  In the end, the only viable solution for procuring health care is in Tongxin but that is at least 2 hours away.
As for the financial situation of Bai Xiaoyan’s family, they have 10 mu of arable land, 4 sheep and one cow.  It is very difficult to make ends meet with their estimated monthly revenues of 400 rmb.
If it weren’t for the father, Bai Fusheng’s, function as village head (barely 300 rmb per month of indemnities), the family would simply not make it.  The eldest son (Bai Oilin) is at a professional school of science and technology in Beijing and the older sister in her second year of Middle School.  Luckily, they are both scholarship students with the association also.
Bai Fusheng has another dilemma to handle as well.
His village is subject to a relocation plan in the district which means that in 3 years (at the most) he will have to move to the surrounding plains of Yuwang Zhen to take advantage of more favorable conditions for his crops (better irrigation).  Unfortunately though, not all the villagers will be able to be relocated, because the government is asking the families for a participation of 30% of the relocation cost, or on average 15,000 rmb.  The families of our scholarship students, who generally don’t earn more than 1,000 rmb per month maximum, are clearly not able to foot the bill. 
Even the functioning of the local primary school is affected by this looming problem, because for the moment, the government is neglecting the school, not including it in the Education Bureau’s plan and only financing the salaries of 2 out of the 5 teachers necessary for the acceptable functioning of the school.
Hu Yufeng /虎玉凤 (Shatupo Cun)
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Hu Yufeng is 22 years old and comes from the village of Shatupo Cun.  She has been a scholarship student since September 2003 and is in her 4th and last year of nursing school at the medical university of Yinchuan (Ningxia Yike Daxue).
When we spoke with her in January 2009, she had been hoping to become a doctor, but her university entrance exam results were not high enough to gain access to medical studies.  However this year, after persistent effort, she succeeded in passing the selection process gaining her entrance to the much sought after studies in medical surgery! 
When we last saw her in February 2010 and she announced the good news, she seemed relieved of course, but was above all worried about how she would pay for her studies.  We reassured her in reminding her that our intention was to support all scholarship students who desired to continue their studies.  The education system in China is among the most competitive in the world and one of our core beliefs is to pave the way as far as possible for our scholarship students.  Five of our university students completed their studies this last year (June 2009) and at least three will be entering advanced studies in September 2010.  
One cannot commend Hu Yufeng enough in light of the hardships she has been through.  After her father’s death, her mother hastened to remarry leaving Hu Yufeng to be brought up in Nanguan Cun by her uncle (her father’s brother). 
The uncle is unfortunately very weakened by respiratory problems that prevent him from having regular work. Hu Yufeng’s younger brother (who had to leave school at 16 because the family could not pay for his schooling) and her older brother work to guarantee the revenues of the family (11 people).
In short, the family has made considerable sacrifices to allow Hu Yufeng to continue her studies.
Hu Yufeng has not forgotten this and would like to stay close to her community.
Furthermore, she has offered her services to the association in the orientation of younger scholarship students and in participating in our computer science workshops for teachers in the summer of 2010.
Ma Dongmei / 马冬梅  (shatupo Cun)
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Ma Dongmei is 20 years old and comes from the village of Shatupo Cun.  She has been a scholarship student since September 2003 and is in her second year (out of four) in public works at the Zhongguo Kuangye Daxue Yinchuan Xueyuan (Yinchuan Chinese Institute of Mines), a promising field as she will be a construction engineer at the end of her studies. 
Ma Dongmei’s family’s situation is precarious.  With only 6 mu of land (arable when it rains) and no livestock, it is hard to provide a living for 7 people (the 2 parents, the grandmother and the 4 children).
In fact, the two cellars of the house you see in the picture are the only habitable part of the house and this is where we were received to interview Ma Dongmei and her younger sister ( who is 17 years old and had to interrupt her studies for lack of means).
The only hope for a decent living is for the father and Ma Dongmei’s big brother to go look for other work than tilling the land.  The mother stays at home to take care of the young children and to grow whatever wheat and potatoes the land will provide. 
Ma Dongmei is very appreciative of her family’s sacrifices and wishes to stay close to them.  She would like to help the association in the orientation of younger scholarship students and by participating in the computer science and English workshops during the 2010 summer holidays.
Ma Jing /马晶(lijiawa Cun)
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Ma Jing is 16 years old and hails from the village of Lijiawa Cun.  She has been a scholarship student since 2004 and is in her second year of high school at Tongxin Yucai Zhongxue (one of the best high schools in the district).  Selection for the better schools in China starts at the beginning of middle school.  She was fortunate to have some orientation and she probably has a bright future ahead of her.  She aspires to be a high-ranking civil servant.
Ma Jing’s family’s situation is precarious.  This family of five (she is the oldest of three children with a younger brother and sister) lives exclusively from its farm (15 mu of wheat and potato fields, 6 sheep and 1 cow).
The parents must run their household with only 400 rmb per month and are completely dependent on the scholarship money we send to keep their daughter in school.
They had a particularly hard time when Ma Jing didn’t receive her scholarship money for a whole year.  This unfortunate situation was not the fault of the association but of the dishonest middle school principal in Maogaozhuang who was supposed to distribute the scholarships.  Instead, he either chose the beneficiaries whom he felt deserved a scholarship (based on merit but not on the economic criteria set up by the association to benefit the poorest children) or even worse he kept the money for himself.
This incident convinced us to set up an electronic banking procedure, and we encouraged our scholarship students to open accounts as soon as possible in their own names.  This procedure encourages responsibility on the part of the student with regard to their allocation per semester but also allows a certain emancipation (especially for the girls).
This new measure covers all of our scholarship students at present and allows us to better follow their progress.

Wang Yumei  / 王玉梅 (Nanyuan Cong)
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Wang Yumei is 24 years old and originates from the village of Nanyuan.  She has been a scholarship student since March 8th, 2002 and was one of the very first scholarship students of the association along with Ma Yan.  She is now in her third and last year in professional management school (Nx Zhiye Jishu Xueyuan).  At the end of her studies, she intends to work in the private sector and ideally to become an entrepreneur.
As far as her family’s financial situation is concerned, while they have 40 mu to cultivate, it is more and more difficult to earn a living from the land because of a chronic drought (it has practically not rained since 2006).  Furthermore, their revenues are largely used for the studies of their children.  Besides Wang Yumei, the oldest child, whose tuition is fortunately paid for by the association, there is her younger brother who is at university (5.000 rmb per year) and her little sister at high school (800 rmb per year).
In the course of our field trips, we hear the same reflection over and over again from the parents:  they will do everything they can to push their children to study because they don’t want them to have the same life that they have had.
Wang Yumei is a daughter who intends to take care of her loved ones and wants to stay close to her community.  She also has offered to help the association in the advising and orientation of the younger scholarship students and in participating in our summer teacher workshops in computer skills.
