TIMARI -TAMA RURAL WOMEN ( Gambaga Witches Camp)

1. Describe Project, Activities & Goals.

Timara – Tama Rural Women is an organisation concerned with Women’s Human Rights issues. It was established in 1996 by a group of Northern women to cater for the needs of old women accused of witchcraft resulting in they being barnished from society and confined to witches camps. “The Gambaga Witches Camp”

This is a situation prevalent in the Northern sector of Ghana during the dry season when several children lose their lives to cerebro-spinal meningitis (CSM) which causes death yearly. Such deaths are attributed to old women in the community.

The accused women are either lynched or barnished for life to live in the Gambaga witches camp and their properties burnt down. They are incarcerated in the camps even after a witch doctor has pronounced them harmless. After exorcism they remain ostracized and stigmatised by their families and communities and remain in the camp where they live on bear minimum resources.

Goals

· To advocate for, promote and protect the human rights of unfortunate women suspected and labelled as “witches”.

· To sensitize particularly traditional rulers about the discrimination against women, the abuse of their human rights and the negative effects of outmoded traditional practices.

· To help alleviate the plight of the so-called “witches” through income generating activities.

· To sensitize fellow women about their human rights

2.  Current Status of the Project

Currently there are 285 barnished women incarcerated at the camp.  They engage in small scale shea butter processing and poultry rearing for their upkeep. They have expressed an interest to engage in commercial processing of shea butter and “dawa-dawa” spice, which is abundant in the region and a major export product in Ghana and also livestock rearing as the terrain has rich grazing for that and the bulk of  Ghana’s beef is produced there as well.

2. Amount Being Requested, Purpose and Beneficiary – 

$8,000, is being requested for “dawa dawa”(spice) processing for income generation and for a revolving fund for other income activities. A total of  $3000 will go to 30 women who will receive $100 each for the extraction and processing of dawa dawa fruits.  $5000 will be used for a revolving fund for 200 women for an economic activity with each receiving $100 per season for 3 years.

4. Describe your relationship with this grantee, including how to provide oversight of  this project.

AWDF awarded a grant to the Timari – Tama rural women towards shea butter processing which is an income generation activity undertaken by the group to support them economically. 

The leadership also participated in a capacity building workshop for community based women’s groups in 2004 to equip the leadership with the necessary skills to strengthen the group. During the workshop they were taken through lessons in Organisational development, financial management, legal literacy, group dynamics, selling and marketing techniques.

Oversight of this project is carried out through site-visits and reports from groups.

5. Describe why your fund has funded this project in the past

Women’s Human Rights is one of priorities areas funded by AWDF. The situation of the inmates of the Gambaga Witches Camp is one which requires urgent attention as a human rights issues and there is also the need for economic empowerment to improve the socio-economic status of the members. AWDF supports women’s initiative aimed at addressing women’s issues.

6. What have been the outcomes?  

· The old women outcasts are busily engaged in income generating activities

· The sheep and cattle and poultry have multiplied and have engaged to increase income

· Improvement in their socio-economic status as they are now generating income to live on.

· Feel motivated  from support received.

7. Why do you think it will continue to be successful

The efforts of the leadership has improved the living conditions of the camp with continuous expansion of their income generation activities.

The issue of the Gambaga witches has not fully being addressed and although there is a lot of condemnation against the practice old women are still been accused of witchcraft and incarcerated to the centre. Women’s rights activists are supporting the women and raising awareness to curtail the practice.

