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Ondati Secondary School for Girls, Western Kenya

· Location

18 km outside of the town of Rongo (65,000 residents) in Western Kenya.

· Background

The village of Ondati is located in one of the poorest regions of Kenya, where HIV infection rates are the highest in the country. Schools are few and far between in the area, which makes it particularly hard for girls to access education. The risks  of assault and rape associated with long distance walks in isolated areas combined with the prioritisation of boys education, keeps most girls out of school. The nearest secondary school has one girl in attendance for every four boys.

Without a decent education girls in the area marry young and without family planning most have had their first child in their teenage years. These marriages are often to much older men and occur out of economic dependency. These arrangements are frequently polygamous, and add to the spread of HIV/AIDS in the area. 

The Ondati community has come together to open up the opportunities available to girls by setting aside land and collecting the materials needed to start a simple secondary school for girls. However, with only modest community funds they are unable to pay for the running of the school. Following the success of a small Teach A Man To Fish project in a nearby primary school the community is looking to make the school financially self sufficient, to empower the students and raise generation after generation of educated and entrepreneurial young  women. 
In February 2009 TAMTF Programmes Manager visited Ondati to establish the capacity and motivation of school committee to implement both the school and self-sufficiency project. In March 2009 TAMTF Programmes Manager visited Ondati again alongside newly appointed Project Officer from UK James Riggs. Since then the business planning was carried out alongside school structure and education plan. 
· Plan in Action

Work began to establish a 100% financially Self Sufficient Agricultural School For Girls in April 2009.  The aim is to provide about 60 - 80 girls access to a high quality, relevant education every year where they will receive both standard secondary school and technical agricultural qualifications.

By January 2010 income from a grain store has already arrived and preparations are being made to welcome the first dairy cattle in early 2010 to start milk production. Other businesses that are being planned for development include a bee keeping business, mango and avocado production, pineapple production and a tailoring business.  

Students have enjoyed a quality education with all of them passing their first year exams. As they enter the second year the school is recruiting graduates from local primary schools in the hope to expand their facilities. 

The community are fully behind the project, showing their support through harambees which are local fundraisers, raising £2,000 towards the school building, a fantastic amount by any standards but especially for a rural community. 

For more information on this project please read our blog:

http://www.teachamantofish.org.uk/blogs/kenya/ 
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