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According to the Government of Haiti, the January 12, 2010, 7.0-magnitude earthquake is estimated to have caused the immediate deaths of over 112,000, injured approximately 200,000, displaced up to 1 million people from their homes and otherwise affected up to three million people.   

In the aftermath of the devastating earthquake in Haiti, Relief International (RI) immediately established a rapid emergency medical response unit to carry out rapid needs assessments and begin providing desperately needed medical treatment in Port au Prince and the surrounding areas.  Within 24 hours of the earthquake, before anyone had fully realized the extent of the damage, Relief International already had team members on the ground in neighboring Dominican Republic gathering truckloads of medical supplies to bring to Haiti. RI soon after set up its first and primary permanent medical clinic in Carrefour, a city directly to the west of Port au Prince. From this clinic, Relief International’s team of approximately 20 emergency response personnel and rotating physicians has treated over 1,500 patients to date. The clinic continues to treat over 150 patients daily, with a doctor reporting the morning of Monday February 1st, nearly three weeks after the disaster, 

“At 9:00 am this morning our Carrefour clinic was already full of patients and the line for entry was long.  The past two days the Carrefour clinic has seen 190 and 160 patients total, clearly the demand for medical care in this community remains high.”

In the first phase of post-disaster recovery, the clinic is treating mainly traumatic injuries and as the need for trauma medicine wanes in the coming weeks, it will transition to longer term recovery and public health, disease- and infection-prevention efforts.  The clinic has also referred 38 critical-care patients to the clinics and hospitals with whom RI partners: MSF/Beligium, MSF/Holland, Haitian Marine Base Hospital, GHESKIO, and the Adventist Hospital.

To supplement the treatment provided at the permanent clinic, a mobile medical clinic has been established, wherein a rotating team of doctors armed with donated medical supplies departs daily to visit sites where individuals and families displaced by the earthquake have gathered.  The mobile clinic has seen approximately 500 patients at 4 sites, some of which had never been visited by any other medical team, leaving wounds untreated for weeks. The mobile medical clinic is now supporting the Adventist Hospital in Carrefour at the request of hospital staff and in coordination with the hospital’s partners ACTS and ADRA. RI’s medical team has received requests to expand its mobile clinic and fixed clinics to Petionville and Gressier and is currently assessing sites and population needs.

Generosity has been pouring in from all sides, with key donations from Toyota (5 Toyota Tundra trucks), Generac Power Systems (180 five-kilowatt generators), the Waukesha Food Pantry in Minnesota (450,000 ready to eat meals), the Rotary Club of Appleton, Wisconsin (numerous medical and orthopedic supplies), and Kaiser Permanente aiding Relief International’s relief and recovery efforts. Aid from Kaiser Permanente especially has been instrumental in the success of Relief International’s rapid emergency medical response, contributing not only financial support, but also enabling the rapid and continued deployment of staff physicians through generous leave policies, support for physician travel, and the provision of free medicine and supplies to ensure that each Kaiser physician arrives in Haiti equipped with the essential goods to contribute to the medical relief efforts.
