Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation

Summer Camp Program


Each year the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation provides community-based youth serving organizations with resources to further their efforts to affect change in America’s youth.   In addition to these resources, the Foundation strives to provide a one-of-a-kind experience to encourage youth while opening their eyes to a world of possibilities.  

Participants

Working with youth serving organizations, the Foundation offers our summer camp program as an incentive to youth ages 8-14.  Participants are selected by club staff and are often young leaders within their community; however this is not exclusively the case.  A portion of the participants are very troubled youth who have recently begun to turn the corner towards a successful and healthy life. 

Location

While the Foundation provides opportunities for youth through clinics and events in locales across the country, its most impactful program takes place in Aberdeen, MD.  Participants enjoy the first-class facilities of the Ripken Youth Academy – including our youth-sized replica of Oriole Park at Camden Yards – Cal, Sr.’s Yard.  When participants aren’t relishing in the sun in Aberdeen, they are enjoying the best of Maryland at Sandy Hill.  Set on the Chesapeake Bay, Sandy Hill offers participants a taste of first class treatment in a family atmosphere – something many participants never get a chance to experience at home.  

Program

Upon arrival in Maryland with their organization supervisory staff members, participants are greeted by CRSF program staff to receive their instructions for the week.  Participants and organization staff members are bussed each day to Aberdeen for baseball and softball instruction “The Ripken Way.” While the fundamentals of the game are important, it is the fundamentals of life that take focus while on the field. Trained coaches stress the importance of skills like teamwork, sportsmanship, leadership and respect while utilizing teachable moments on the field to illustrate “The Ripken Way.”  Once participants have concluded an afternoon of intramural style scrimmages they are bussed back to Sandy Hill for nightly activities.  Swimming, a zip line, game room and basketball provide an opportunity for participants to unwind before dinner.  
After dinner, participants and staff use Quickball (a fast paced, teamwork focused form of baseball) and the ropes course to further the days message of teamwork, personal responsibility, and respect.  Finally, the day concludes with a unique, entertaining, and educational experience that brings the core messages of Healthy Choices, Healthy Children to life.  Complete with concert quality sound and video, taped and live vignettes and audience interaction, the program entertains and excites participants while helping them to understand the importance of the vital life skills being discussed. 

About the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation

Created in 2001 to honor the contributions and memory of Cal Ripken, Sr., the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation uses baseball and softball as a tool to help young people succeed.  MLB Hall of Famer Cal Ripken, Jr. and 12 year MLB veteran Bill Ripken are dedicated to bringing their dad’s message of hard work, respect and leadership to a new generation of kids – particularly those from disadvantaged circumstances.  Through our character education programming and grant programs, the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation is striving to instill basic skills and values in youth so that they may dream great things and know that they have the power to achieve those dreams.   

