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US Treasury Undersecretary visiting Mann Deshi Cooperative Bank 

and Mann Deshi Foundation (02 March, 2011) 
 

Chetna Sinha, Founder of Mann Deshi Mahila Bank, is pleased and honored to have official 
program for the visit by U.S. Treasury under Secretary to Mann Deshi Bank and Mann Deshi 
Foundation.   
  
Under Secretary Lael Brainard in her visit address the press that “when Chetna Sinha had met 
US president Mr. Barack Obama during his Mumbai visit at Hotel Trident and she managed to 
explain the principles of Mann Deshi Bank to him. Soon after that US President Office began to 
display interest in the innovative remote doorstep banking model”. The US undersecretary was in 
Satara on 2nd March, 2011 as a follow-up to the visit of US president Mr. Barack Obama.   
 
The agenda for the day included flagging off bicycles for girls, mobile business school visit and 
narration of Mann Deshi SHG leaders, live financial literacy class and interaction with women 
involved in financial literacy course, viewing of daily collection activity at Vegetable Market, 
screen operations of door-step-service (transfer of data transactions from agent’s device to bank 
terminal) and greet other bank employees, visiting marketing stall of Mann Deshi and sharing 
experiences of Deshi Entrepreneurs of Mann Deshi.  Program was ended by round table 
discussion with Mann Deshi Executive Team. The entire program was proceeding in the 
presence of the US Treasury under Secretary.   
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The program was closed with a roundtable 
discussion, in which Mann Deshi’s Executive 
team answered questions that came up during the 
day as well as explore opportunities to scale the 
Mann Deshi the model.   At a round table meeting 
with there representatives of the bank and Mann 
Deshi beneficiaries later, she indicated US was 
exploring the possibility of bringing in some kind 
of technology support through the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) and other institutions. 
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Mann Deshi is very 
proud to be considered 
worthy to receive such a 
high calibre visit and be 
in the focus of the U.S. 
Treasury Department. 
Mann Deshi hopes that 
US under secretary’s 
visit will open doors for 
continued cooperation 
and sharing of 
information and best 
practices, and thereby for 
the ability to expand the 
success of Mann Deshi 
to further villages in 
rural India. 
  
 
For more information, please contact Chetna Sinha, Founder and Chair of Mann Deshi Mahila 
Bank at 91 02373 270788, 270141 or chetnavsinha@gmail.com
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Visit us: www.Manndeshi.org 
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